
A m e r i c a ' s V i c t o r y M a i l 

W o r l d W a r I I V - M a i l 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 5 

This is a military postal history 
exhibit of V-Mail. 

V-Mail used microphotography 
to reduce military letters to film. 

Rolls of film were sent by air, 
developed, printed, and 

delivered worldwide. V-Mail worked as a morale 
booster for the troops, and saved air cargo space. 

It has been 70 years since WWII. Today ' s simplified 
Email makes the complexity of providing those 
wartime V-Mail service something of great historic 
significance. 

Scope: How V-Mail worked, and an in depth display 
of V-Mail delivered around the globe. 

F o r m a t : Mi l i t a ry locat ions a n d key text a r e bolded. 
Quotes from V-Mail text highlighting wartime life and 
perspective are angled in bolded italics. Page headings 
and subheadings are colored. 

Highl ights & R a r i t y : 
Significant items have Blue Box indicators. Items of 
rarity include a red u n d e r s c o r e in their description. 

Distributed 
F i r s t V-Mai l 
copy: to 
Franklin D. 
Roosevel t-^ 

V - M A I L 

S i g n i f i c a n t E v e n t V - M a i l s : 

0 Manhattan Project V-Mail Greeting 
0 Mail from a Tuskeege Airman 
0 Normandy Invasion Details 
0 Nisei Soldier to Relocation Camp 
0 Submarine V-Mail - USS Squalus 
0 Merri l l ' s Marauders in Burma 
0 Combat troops on: Iwo Jima and Okinawa 
0 A V-Mail from Refueling Post in Russia 

P l a n o f E x h i b i t : 

How V-Mai l W o r k e d 
1. Introduction & Forerunner 
2. Starting V-Mail 
3. Supporting the War Effort 
4. V-Mail Processing 

V-Mai l Use A r o u n d the W o r l d 
5. Wartime V-Mail Delivery 
6. Realities of War in V-Mail 
7. V-Mail Use - Military Branches 
8. Use of V-Mail Around the World 
9. The War Ends 

Fr 1 
F r l 
F r 2 

F r 3 

F r 4 
F r 5 
F r 6 
F r 6 
F r 8 

PI 
P9 
P15 
P9 

P4 
P4 
PI 
P7 
P l l 

WHO UM TtPlVNKFTtl MI wairtwi i\ » 

THE HfKC'RAPLI ntAMICLIl D. ROOSFTTLT. 
raMIDWT, WITtD STATES Of AMttlCA, 
1ASHIMGT0M, DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA. 

Mal.Qa*. J.K. flaMM* W* ̂  SENDERS NAME 
HDf U.S. Araw foro*a In 

SENDERS ADDRESS ^ 
S 

A A». 1ftA?_ [/ 
DATE 

I 

\ 

/ 

\ 

Da*r Mr. Praaldanti 
It 1* woat ftttlni, upon ttta advant or th* V-Mail 

•artlo* for th* banaflt of Aw*rloan troop* In thla thwatra, 
that th* flrat •••••(* b« **nt to you to axpraaa th* 
appraolatlon of th* troop* for thl* naw •arwloa. a* wall 
a* to rma.9* our pl*d(a of aarTloa until victory 1* aehlar**d. 

Ho oth*r aln̂ la faotor tlaa In our aoldlara with 
th* pacpla at how* ao wuoh a* proapt and ad*quat* wall 
aarYlo*. Th* adTwnt of thla sarrlaa la a llstlnot 
aontrlbutloa tovaxda notary. 

Slnoaraly fQr%, 

fc.iyimril, U.S. Angr. f ' Caw.mni. 

V - M A I L 
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Selection C r i t e r i a : This exhibit uses select V-Mails that emphasize the far reaching aspects of the war, and the 
complexity of V-Mail processing. The exhibit is formed from collections of George Cosentini, E.H. Keeton and more. 



1 . V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

B r i t i s h M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 
A i r g r a p h I n t r o d u c t i o n 

M v ^ l ^ w e a ^ e r , t h a n V " M a U ' B r k i s h A i r g r a p h S e r v i c e h e ^ n i n A P r i l ' 1 9 4 L S e ™ < * terminated 
July 31, 1945, before the discontinuance of V-Mail . By service end well over 350 million Airgraph; 

on 
s were sent. 

F o r e r u n n e r : A i r g r a p h u s e d s a m e K o d a k s y s t e m , s t a r t i n g b e f o r e V - M a i l 

E a r l y A i r g r a p h f rom C y p r u s J u l y , 1941. 

Sen t uncenso red . 

- »MM«« I.I.M h« will. MO I 

TAB 'TT BBTTOTI, 

CrT WILWB.A.J. BOTAl AWWY MY ÔBPS. 
•In BISTBICT P\YTAS-FB. 
-YPB"S. 
l»t> JULY ' - " . 

'• 
I HOP! THAT Y0T> A' ! STIU. FFFPIW; WTI.T. ATI "APPT IWD TAYg TOT BIT WOW"* lOW* YBT, A3 YO" WTI.T, SSB BY T"B "BT ATBBSS I BAYS HAD A"0THBB WW, 1 BID TOT T.IFF T"B IBBA 0» TBATTT-, FATBSTT-B YFBT TTTH WOT WEYBW WIWB TH/I r.WEHAVF OOT *0 TO -"*BB TF AB" TOLD UTS. I V'PPPSF I WILL BS ABLH 1 ) GST BATT THBBB r"E OAT 01 AT I.BAST I 'OPS SO, MABY WAS A BIT CUT HP AT * LBAYIW BUT TR'/BB 3IW3 0TB DAT TTF 3X11'S II!l T.IW1 OOT ATD mBT-BOBY Wl M BR HAPPY A"AIY (ATD SHS I1: TOT A •• IFTTBB TTT AS WHTTt- AS YO" OB W,)THHBB IS OTB «AD PIBTF 0» TBI UBT WOWTH SHB Bl ) Btffll III FOB ABOIT TWO YBABB WIT' 1H1UMAI1W STTB WAS IT WW Atl. THAT WW LB TO IU TO WOW OB DO AWYTHIW, FOB BFBS'I.F. WB ATW ADOPT 811 1 IKHWAHB PWT OP AW0W5ST TBF PIWF. TRIES AKB TOnt IS TOT YSTtT WWS TO D< BAB WOWF. BAT AT SMTP. SOTS TT-F! WS '.0 »0B A DFTBTT WAL" OYFB TTB HIT?" WW WOST WITT'S IT \T» IT «D « TAIF-PA5T TTTB SO WB ABB TBT*IW! PLTJW" ? OF BBS? ATD 10OD wv« ""»* 1 TO BF TTATFF"!. FOB. WB \BB 10TW' FOB A WAIF low' TO TWF W*TT 7T"A' DOWW TT! HII.I. TO "ORBOW (SOWDAY) WHTC1 IS AFOOT THBEF.-'-lBTBIS 0» »'" WAI.F TT IS AM. WITT T01T1 DOWW THE IT t,L SnT TS TT 50 Br>s* • T? TOO* BXBBBI1S I WTI.t, StWD Y< It A *5W SWAPS TTT- I —' TBI-*'' TH* ITALIAW8 DAW IB A WABM WFt.TOTB WWWW WB AWBTVBD 'BIB WB WBBB TTST fU.IWJ IWTfl TBI QYJJ T WWST T'rB MB BA B W " ••") !!"" I "TJAB5 WAS A FSI.TOW C 5K' "TTT TO ••» 5 rWBVW *WD Vor'T'-. "P I SAW TTHBF PL TBS "ITTWD I" »0V" SHIP T "FVFB WAITBB FOB ATT WJWE SPT - BST TOOK TUB '' 1* D-'T-l -'IB T»TT WITB WB BBAB3 TBF BOW S DBOPPT' W W» A ; 1 TABDS IF "OT •TBF.ASOT THBSE BATS ATBBWABDf TTBB WAS BBOAVTAS* "B ITAIIAT TABIC .1 ! OFF A S"IP 0' • 'S (OTB OWB SHIP) T* -TFT TAB TT AS '"T" l« -"B» TA' W» Wr-T 1 "OT >!AT» A-'T SBIPPIW) t.BFT AT AI.». W ! TWBBg TS'"T ""OH WOBB TO SAT «0W 10 I TIT.! 1\T TTBBBTe FOB THWwMlWT HI!. BB WBITIWl AHIB SOOB, 

°"Italian R t t d l o 

f y i c a S t t h e y s a i d 

, h e y ^ n k o u r s „ A » 

they missed the ship. 



I . V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

Br i t i sh M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 

^ . , . , a i r g r a p h s e r v i c e 
ranked 3d on instruction side. 

B r i t i s h A i r g r a p h F o r m 

F r a n k e d 

The reverse is a blank form. 
This Holiday Greeting form 
was used through war. 

Instructions emphasize: 
• Form wi l l be photographed 

and reduced in size 
• Write in large, block letters 
• Original wi l l be destroyed 

In contrast, V-Mai l Service was 
free. 

• The destinations to which the airgraph service is available may be ascertained 
at any Post Office. 

• Nothing should be written on this side of the paper. 

• The whole of the message should be written on the other side below the sender's 
name and address. 

» The name and address to which the message is to be sent should be written in 
large BLOCK letters wholly within the panel provided. The address should be the 
same as for an ordinary letter except in the case of airgraphs for personnel of 
Merchant Navy ships, which should be addressed to the addressee and ship (by 
name) followed by "c/o G.P.O.. London, E.C.I." 

• A miniature photographic negative of the message and address will be made and 
sent by air mail. At the destination end a photographic print, measuring about 
5 inches by 4 inches, will be made and delivered to the addressee. It is therefore 
important that the message should be written very plainly and that the address 
should be written as large as possible in block letters. Wherever possible, black ink 
should be used. Very small writing is not suitable. 

• The completed form may be handed in at any Post Office, or if preferred, may 
be forwarded to London in an envelope addressed to : " Airgraphs " 

Foreign Section 
London 

In that case it is desirable that a large envelope should be used and that the form 
should be folded as few times as possible, preferably in the same direction as the 
writing. As an exception to the general rule that postage is payable on letters 
addressed to Government Departments, Postmasters, etc., postage is not payable 
on covers containing completed Airgraph forms addressed to "Airgraphs," Foreign 
Section, London. 

• If it is desired to send more than one sheet, a separate form must be completed, 
and the name and address of the sender and of the addressee must be inserted on 
each form in the usual way. 

• The original will be retained by the Post Office and eventually destroyed. 

please complete your message and post without delay 



>SSI 

1. V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

Br i t i sh M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 

!SN> 

Write 
address in large 
BLOCK letters 
wholly within 
this panel 

The address 
must NOT 
be typewritten. 

Fei method 
of address 
see paragraph 
(4) overleaf. 

B r i t i s h A i r g r a p h F o r m s 

N e w F o r m S t a n d a r d & E n v e l o p e s 

Write the message very plainly below ibis H*e. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

to*-* E. E\IHNi 
%<*. Co«Po«B-rw>M ftu 

t»*S.v4PoR-T MOM. 

li»lBT Bftl-TBHM-

»"" k M i i mn MM, Mr. ok ,** 

ô 3SM 

<^rff 

*^A%\ImtmijItomXM*. (VKSI £ B K)oC»» 
fc • F LttLlN. 

fcuo^Jr »UA^ ^ H o , " " " e **»• 
K A • *. 1 "-MuW *>• ««J"i loO*o»>A SUJO-OOAJL. DuuJuJ 
DO W- ^ M I ^ f V*-* * U * X " ^ *rJ * - - * * " 

• HI «J ••-»} <«J"j V«M ( » * A» UulW tVo. UW«A 
tW tllifoH i»» '-~J UvjHŷ Û joH Uo*>» - OH* «i OuX 

l»*/> . ĵ» U_« L^^l Xju tooJtojocOUUj tW iCo^J. WOi W 
XlkJU,. tA~Wl u. iuJU Loav̂ l *0 tVttx 0-^ »H. "jLv. tO/U 
kjHÂ  Bjux ( tVAt cw u}«* bJLu^ J- 1^ Ifcoa**!̂  ttocJt 
I Voxv Y»« b &» **•» . •••OJUO'* (Mot VxoaUvJt V»..joO* io»*»~ 

(•v t» lov* - t^> I am-. Ur/Oji Uxi <~». «M UIM 

uu. uu.t *^ |«.K 1*J1 a4«o> tK^~ lovomt fc>-i UJ. t>» 
I ,1 U/> * - J M. fk u ^ V. OVA t*A* l̂ci "J» . I A*^ VAJUO. 
V̂aoi *~> <*Tvv OH IAAB W0Ôdl»>.*~̂  Wllftxj v. <U*«. — 0 

tfcO-Û  iJLouJUl V~o»« Uajttd UAJU I JUvJfeO I >->lVy, Oi.nvj 

IH.ox.AU- H. t»M M * ^ bo^t 'w *<w. LoJU ot JA 

AĴ OUOJLJ ^ W ^ «^4.. t i l l * U)tM. LD^VILAU, 
— ir-ui. 

lAidftX 

1 

Sender's Address 

Date. 

1 

This spvco-

http://IH.ox.AU


1 . V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

B r i t i s h M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 

• '— m 
LAMQI 
•LOCK 

iyjt$. £Llia&TH C SrW/ypE® 
C/o Mr? RLEC njuriW, 

1 y>oriN{R>&C» , u . n . 

^ L W L B M i r s . /*CLfViU. f4L 

1IH»»* 

I •»•*«*)• wry «̂>»l, W+w Uril W—, 

6 'aoirvell kanalaae 5o, Plain Kraft, Ji 

"> 

f7»ll lay. 1J»*. 
a.A. 

laiala, 
V* «•»• b»«n wary lUiriMd aad worried and keep an vonderlntr end w-mderlng how It In v* n*«* not awl fro* you for not) * long tlaa. I aay aant Ion that It la over 1$ or 16 aoathe alnoa we Mrd froa jrou loot. 
Alec edvieed •* of poor aothcr'e death, alnoa than I bare had so H further newe froa hi*. However, w* ara aoat worried now about your- ^ oolf. You auet be having n **w*r* tin* financially. Ara you receiving --•ny aaelatanoo froa aother'a aatata, but X *a oura Alao would do nil that la poaalblo to have funda aant to you. X wrote and told you aothar raaaabarad ay birthday - 11th March laot yoar. She aant a* a aahle via In* aa happlnera. I vae at th* tlaa la laapltal and vhan X oaaiout I had tba ahook of receiving Alao'a letter Informing aa of daar aotb*r'e paaelng away. X do rograt that I did not writ* aor* oftra to aothar, aa aha alvaye eeeawd ao ploaaad to- bear froa ua, but X aa gib* to aay Maria and Clarloe von battar at oorreepondlng than I baa. Aa X look back, X cannot underetand not raaelvlag your aaknov- — ladgaant of at laaat thraa lata of ataapa aant to you, aa* lot Inoladad full aat of Rhodee Jtaape which you aakad far, la addition la varlou* othar ataapa aant In otbar latter.. I do aat *»o» If tbar* 1* aay truth In It that foralgn ataapa a*nt abroad *r* aaafloaatad by tba aaveraaeat. earl* la atlll with tba Military - aipaota to ba aaa* oargeaat aoon - tyulat to tba dootore. Slarle* baa baaa la Surban aaarly * yaar. (na aaaaa happy and contented, alao, la har aaar* tlaa aaa aeeiete la Vary League Can nan and baloaga to tba aoaee'e Fir* rigatlag lam**. Xoa *an laagine baa va alaa bar. X aa taking tblafa aartlealarly quietly aa I cannot aor* about auoh aaa va can yaat aaaaa eeae out aoa-fortably and, aa you know, va ara aartlaalarlr «*U off la taatb Afriaa-an abuadaa** of everything. lav «y aaar Beeele, I de baaa thing a ar* act tec bard far you at yaar and but can laagln* »•» ara having a aary trylat. tlaa. Truat yea aaar froa your aaa, rercy, freouantlv >nd that ba 1* O.X. «• aball not oipeot a long lattor froa y*u. tat *Aaa*e aaabaa. *t «e*« •* jraa k**« Aaarican aall la T*ry round-about th*** day* and It la dlffloult to knew what length of tlaa It will uka t* raaab a*. Tory aaeelbly Ala* will lat aa know that you ara alright. buah Iowa bad baat vlabaa fro* ua all, tour effeotlonate brother 

6T£v^f\Kf. 

B r i t i s h A i r g r a p h U s e 

C i v i l i a n a n d M i l i t a r y 

<r Civilian Use - May 27, 1942 
Still prior to V-Mail Service 

From: Johannesburg, South Africa 
To: Mardley Hills, England 

"It has been 15 or I A 
since we h a v A m ° n t h s 

« ' h a v e heardfrom y o u . » 

"Asyou know A„,„ • 

& 

Military Use - November 10, 1942 -> 
Censor marked Airgraph Holiday Greeting 

From: Persia and Iraq Forces 
To: Royal Air Forces - R.A.F. 
Edmonton, England 

P.A.I. 

Mail service delays were expected, this 
Christmas greeting sent November 10th. 

'~)*Tflfy TSffSSR 

tic "ijrirt/ J, cHti Crprtt. 
butty ffftfcgf; 
Z-PMortroH, Ala 
J.HC-U 

Wnba aw JSSL 
/t iooo/t r»c» BufRowji. 

mr4 • l(?*a. roe<itS 



1. V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

Br i t i sh M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 
Br i t ish A i r g r a p h F o r m s 

S impl i f i ed Ins t ruc t ion 

Affix stamp 
here. 

(1) The Airgraph service is available from Canada to members of the Armed Forces in the United Kingdom. 

(2) The whole of the message must be written on the other side below the double line. 

(3) The name and address of the addressee must be written in the panel provided above the double line. 

The same address as in the case of ordinary letters is to be used. 

(4) Nothing is to be written on this side of the paper. 

(5) A miniature photograpnic negative of the message and address will be made and sent by air. A photo­

graphic print measuring about 5 inches by 4 inches will then be made and delivered to the addressee. It is there-

lore important that the message and address should be written very plainly. Wherever possible black ink should be 

used. Very small writing is not suitable. 

(6) A postage stamp or stamps to the value of the fee (10 cents) must be affixed in the space provided above. 

The completed form is to be handed in at the Post Office wicket in order that the stamp or stamps may be cancelled 

and the message forwarded. 

(7) If it is desired to send more than one sheet a separate form must be completed and a postage stamp or stamps 

to the value of the fee must be affixed to each form. 

(8) The original will be retained and destroyed after the corresponding film has arrived Overseas. 



1 . V - M a i l F o r e r u n n e r 

B r i t i s h M i c r o f i l m e d M a i l 

l6o/At 

WHIP Am 

WitiAAizA 

SIIIIM -* •ttt W 

U a « M 

"T>7. **<*. 

4UA^*^<^*Af 

^ 'Ay£s.^S'<yjfcy*y< 
4tm **yS** 

ES. « >t 
SK, 

xf.T-

% £ 
' ^ ^ z z r M s ^ s f f S r 

y y u j A £ & 
^7 ^ ^..y y<»~. y -' * * 

7 ^ ^ % ! ^ A A 1 ^ ^ ^ * ~ 

^ r i 

YI'-MUS/ rt 

>ajaa/ '/(• ! 2 

mis trace SMouto NOT at urn 

B r i t i s h A i r g r a p h 

C a n a d a 

<- Canadian Calgary Regiment -
Airgraph service extension to Canada 

From: Sicily, Italy 
To: Benalto, Alberta, Canada 

Censoring War Correspondence: 
F.P.O Censor marking and "Passed by 
Censor" 

W ~ 

Airgraph Envelopes: 

Symbol on Right and Left 

Canadian use only 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l T h e V - M a i l P r o c e s s 

V - M a i l u s e d t h e s a m e K o d a k s y s t e m a s t h e B r i t i s h A i r g r a p h b u t w a s s e n t F r e e 

V-Mai l Benefits: 
Space savings: 37 mail sacks of 150,000 letters reduced from 2, 575 pounds to one 45 pound bag 
Delivery speed: given specialty processing and expedited air transport 
Functionality: the stationery functioned both as a letter and as an envelope in one 
Cost: sent free for the military, encouraging communicat ions to boost morale 
Safety: was reproduced near the addressees ' location, out of ha rm ' s way and lightened war zone work 

A c t u a l V - M a i l F i l m 

v 

V - M a i l ' s S i m p l e P r o c e s s : 

F o r m s g i v e n o u t , l e t t e r s w r i t t e n o n f o r m s 

F o r m l e t t e r s t h e n c e n s o r e d a n d f i l m e d 

F i l m s e n t , l e t t e r s r e p r i n t e d u p o n r e c e i p t 

M a i l s o r t e d , p u t i n e n v e l o p e t o d e l i v e r 

I 

Z 

z 

CENSOR* bTAMP 

eaagMQM«.,iA ê*OC«iiTTeaA 
OC.£l*W*leAf*Ulg-Sit% V.S.4 

S#SS>J- CO. 
CAlAfP A/eOSSATAfl/^ 

v/n»« 1 CAU/re/eAT/At-
HWUU*« 

z 

Af>Q :^~* <? tf >»OITM*\*.T. 
Maw TOM. mw Yomt 

'i A9**S 
y. — 

at M^to.^( ur<̂  ̂ V̂A ',!>«..,' 
C*v̂ . *. U .C^ . ^ 

<-e-^t •? v «̂  

/a>-*tf-.̂ C- 6 • i-.. 
V 1 * CAA Os. 

f>-fc-o-o-*. ^.^-t-J —«ĉ «v̂  ~"t̂  ĉ ,_ C «-~_<t, ^ cvVei Cv«£*a.'-w 

<*-<̂  -0-o_^ ftj^u^y ~**> ~^*zy s 
' ' I ' *~i» '*% »»...K H. CDCteaV 

>So<* fc«C_j « «. . < y^- "tea i , iU, <W«V t. >->.'<<.̂  

Uyy.)> <-> e1 

'—it .. iev»C^ 
^ /J«^( w. _*c^> • » * — ~ U, &*y<^, YS 
r°%-c*> M** ^ a n . f*^-*? x ~ * ^ ~ ~ . * , * ~ ~ y 

rJcjyji <MAC cr-«A . y t ^ / **-*H> &"~~e. aW—ajaJ. 
>r-av*. >» <**". >• 
/ • X a U 

.1 -• 
>- *«*-<_** ^a-> ». —cW</ "Bstf 

O-v*. t- t^OtO U£t, /«.«, 

Z •£••*>* '/^ "• 
Z ^CA / ^ V 

, S "t *V ' <>KI l&~~e, ^ —C»*^i / 

* tN 
cJ^n A o* v <5tv-o-w dy~y* v^f-n. 

AA/>^ o ^ a ^ i - a , 4 ^ . / v * ^ $*>Ar**if 

i 
^(M^r •*•*!•• 

V - M A I L 
/ ^ / ^ , 

Z 

HAVE YOU FltLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

R E P L Y B Y 

V - - M A I L 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 1 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 
P o s t a l A n n o u n c e m e n t & T h e M i l i t a r y ' s P r o c e s s D i a g r a m 

Published Mendey, Wednesday »"d 
Frid«>, eicept leijsl IwMaayi, l>y "l>-
reclion ol (lie PoitnJJsCer General j j e p o s t a l b u l l e t i n 

VOL. LX1V 
'WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 1043—Two pnges 

For Ike informotion ind laiaaBC* 
of officer* and employee! ol ll>« 

Poslol Service 

No. 18539 

ORDER OF 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL 

RESTRICTIONS ON OVERSEAS SHIPMENTS TO ARMY PERSONNEL 

ORDBH NO. 19687; DATED JANUAUY 7, 1013. 
The War Department has informed the P 

view of the heavy demands being made on cargo space for miliary .hip-
Department has informed the Post OfT.ce Department that ii 

of the postmaster at New York, N. V., San Fwiebeo, Calif., Seattle, Wash., 
New Orleans La., Miami, Kla., or PrcKquo Isle, Maine. 

Mai. of any character originally acidised to individuals at Army po^s 
c a m , , s or stations in the continental United States and rece.ved^t ueh 
places after departure of the addressees for an overseas destination will be 
forwarded. , . . , *T .. . <-.. . 

A L L V - M A I L S T A T I O N S 

P E R F O R M BOTH FUNCTIONS 

S E N D I N G 
(LETTERS TO FILM) 

R E C E I V I N G 
(FILM TO FACSIMILE) 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS IN 
FROM P.O. DEPT. AND APS 

TO ADDRESSEES 
THROUGH APS 

A R M Y POSTAL 
SECTION 

V - M A I L 
LABORATORY 

ROLL FILM BY AIR 

800 LETTERS PER ROLL 

Figure 1. General V-mail flow chart. 

ARMY POSTAL 
SECTION 

V - M A I L 
LABORATORY 

• - r ^ d X : ^ 

T t h e \ T d v t w l ^ b y A 
Z y Z S Z X " b a n n e r « ' to prevent its reuse and then be 
returned to the sender; 

Tivil Se-vice rules- that the reports of the postmaster or other postal official 
, , ' , ' as to the pertinent facts and contain information necessary to 
perml the Z ^ ^ i o ma.e a Judicial determination and defend its 
action in the event of appeal. . 

T ettcrs of charges should consist of three parts: 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

A . C e n s o r s h i p 

C e n s o r S t a m p & C e n s o r B l a c k e n T e x t 

G u a d a l c a n a l , N e w G e o r g i a S o l o m o n I s l a n d s 

4th Marine Raider Battalion, stationed -> 
G u a d a l c a n a l o r New Georg ia , 
Solomon I s l ands a rea . 

V-Mail Censor stamped and initialed in box left. 
"Of fend ing" in fo rmat ion , as stipulated in V-Mail 
instruction, was found and obliterated, with heavy 
black pen. Effectively, af ter p h o t o g r a p h i n g , 
b lacked ou t text c a n n o t be r e a d . 

,0 
Mitt «l«. >[h\h( A 

flr?I*»iV. I QUI 
Ifi i. . fl.-4.r7—-a | ~ 

f t h S 

i ' 

tfsF^W&rt 

CfNUM > iIAa»» 
^ (0».l ' 

•>*** 

Ai*y~.&v-< >^T-A-

%, AAVI 4«*<AL ^- «*sy£^ 

^ejfr* i&U4**y *t- -ax$U^ *~*im*, 

«**< ^*< -&*y*y yyty. y^L A**, Ayy<*A 

^ w ^ X JA^y^y/r s?sy 

-~ •*-* ty~~A £*»**y^Ly Si^_^y^yayi. 

tr.t.f 

• *H* 

«̂ o» 

A~y Sty, 

a. rit». B« m,rf... a.* w*. •• '•* B5* '•« » —« <-"Ti » "• •aeaaL̂ j'-.'-'-tl'— 

//>»« i&aatWM *dlls.V. 
/ / * /V. / «-r y* '* . 

TlccsoAr, 
Ce.4, life "**•,%** 
rVfa/ Yon*, Mr. 

/i 
YYlo-̂ -ciL A9tfs 

I 

i 

t/nA *~ _^<~jU^ u-ty- y ^ ^ * ^ y~y~< \ 
<y ALM^.. <*£*«/•' «^*v jurvx-- ta^**5- <̂ ~£<? cy<c~^y,-

P~*. ~^ >^^y/ r~~y<~ As-^y^-rf^*- -
•: 

f l_^e & ^UXtu^ 

«7 a-m- TUT* z0**-' 

L^^Jil) L>lL*s 4AU^_ 
, t 

0^ UrA ^y~£y ~~ ^ oudUy^.- ^ r 

/ | cLc^-, (•£**. U~e, /*-»»-_ «£*? o ^ ^ ^ 

X.dbutAtir^- Sl^~> ^^~ $ CJ^J' ^*~ 
•7* 

*—— — ~ 
y^_ n^iytyv^X^ Ju£y i ^ A f f ^ y / 

c sm*y • 

HAVt VtDU riLLtD IN COMTUrt ADOetSS AI TOP? V - - M A I L 

_ - iyrt*sts 
A^/ fcec, 

HAVt YO«J ntLCD IN COMPUlV 
ADOtttSS AT FOa*? 

<- Using Temporary A P O 11460 

T h e censor r emoves t he n a m e of t he ship . 
This V-Mail from an Atlantic ocean crossing. 
Replacement troops were being sent to 
Europe on one of the two "Queen" ships 
given over to the war effort. 

" h l°»ks more like a large 
overcrowded hotel lobb , » 

C e n s o r s h i p W a r n i n g 

R e m i n d e r 

Next Page: Greetings provide iconic examples of V-Mail. In his most successful design, Lt. Dave Breger, noted cachet 
artist, used a combina t i on Hol iday G r e e t i n g C a r d a n d C e n s o r s h i p W a r n i n g . Military sensitive information, 
especially troop location, would be censored. While not technically correct, this graphic sends a forceful message in a 
friendly fashion. N o t h i n g could be physical ly excised f rom V-Mai l . 

Artwork drawn on early design black V-Mail forms, Lt. Dave Breger is artist for at least five other cachet designs known. 

http://fl.-4.r7�


I PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN PLAIN BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN THE 
SPACE PROVIDED. USE TYPEWRITER, DARK INK OR PENCIL. WRITE PLAINLY. VERY SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE. 

/ 

SENDERS N A M E 

SENDERS ADDRESS 

CENSORS STAMP DATE 

a • • • 
* • a • • • ' • • • a 

a e a • 
a * a a • 

• a 
1 * . • * a • • • • • « ' • • a 

^ ^ \ . * *• k * * . ' • * • • • * ' • * * 
J a ' . ' * * a ' ' • • ' • . . * • * • . * a * 

\ f a • * * • a • • » * a 

• . a a a a * • * . ' . a . • ' 

V - M A I L 

• a 

• / 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

B . F i l m i n g - S t a r t & E n d P a g e s 

From: Start Page February 11, 1945 
V-Mail Station YK, Kwajalein Islands 
V-Mail Station ZP, San Francisco 
Role #18: Mixed States 

Start Pages and Blank Form Buffer Sheets 
guide in printing of V-Mail letters. End Pages 
carry counts: 925 X-Mas, 1319 Total. 

The Buffer Sheets were discarded as the V-
Mail messages were inserted into envelopes. 

Few Buffer Sheets remain. 

C O D t D E S I G N A T I O N S 

A N D & O L L N U / A B t * 

P / ( 

loot t>£Sio.n*"on 
n.ou HometrV J ^ S a S S S S l I 

DATS P M O T O G R A P W ^ D 

y / / / / c 

/ 

--^A r> 

i i 

A R M Y ^ ^ ^ 

K A V Y — 

TOTAL 1 3 > 7 

«..*. M. iM.ruw.̂ .a ia» 

, *• count" 
HAV. YOU mm m co«r.«" 

AODM» »T TO" 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

B . F i l m i n g - L i g h t T a r g e t 

From: V-Mail Station JB, London to 
V-Mail Station ZP, San Francisco 

September 2, 1945 

Processing: 1,800 V-Mail Letters 

Processing the film was not always without its 

own problems. A l ight t a rge t was needed to set 

the printing. In this roll there are some variations 

in between light and dark print. 

Note remarks: " M a n y Z P ' s , Pencil , T y p e d , 
L igh t S tock . " Rolls like these needed TLC. 

V-Mail instructions stated to write in pen, and 

use large clear print. For filming and printing, it 

mattered. 

Start & Finish Target, and Density Test Targets. 

Tools to make the prints clear as possible. 

V - M A I L . 

S T A F T m F I N I S H 

Fronx STATION JB. t» STATION Z P 

riiMrtfci- y o $ 

LETTERS J * * * - To*- S»CL. 

T O T A L I ? 0 0 

9 - * ' « * -CATC. 
Remark*. 

tfixcb 7 - P ' S 

f £ N C ( L — 

— T r / ° £ Q 

1 1 & - H T S T O C K 

TTusspac*. for KODAK. 

^Machine « b . _ f c L _ _ 

Date Film,A H- a ifi 

Operator* Sitp-
M O c g / ^ - r -

D E N S I T Y T E S T T A R G E T 

L E F T 

K H 

C E N T E R R I G H T 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

B . F i l m i n g - R e t a k e s 

A great big SPOT, or bunches of SPOTS to 
indicate retake. 

This Large S P O T — a split on the form -> 

Large R E T A K E to alert the operator. 

Retakes would be added to another role, and 
noted on the film roll worksheet. 

7*7**- *.»-—•« 

tCfNiO"! 

._ a.. oaMl Wereae r» •>*•• 

^f.-r*'. 

<X*rr / ' *i» 

^ 
ar^c^^r^A 

VY^~—~' &*&&S-

5 * 

=/ 
<yye. 

•r~***l 

I 

v T A I L 
4 - q g A £ : 

\ i 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

B . F i l m i n g 

From: A P O 32-SF 32nd Infantry Division, 
Anabat, Luzon, Philippine Islands 

Counting V-Mails on the film reel was done on 
machine by the Veeder Company, an adaption of a 
commercial machine to a military use. 

Processed buck slip, " V e e d e r C o u n t 1300." 

C o u n t i n g F i l m e d V - M a i l s o n t h e F i l m R e e l 

T A R G E T 

L 2 £ S n m a a n J l l L _ 

A L L L E T T E R S 

F O L L O W I N G A R E F O R : I 

A Arte F'K fin. 
A P t> 31- »l?StA%ittr 

S&T\ Ft ar.ni sto» 

M 7i. Urn dti^tAyt. 

Jlnti* 

h 31 /wr-

V) 4. OJ\ if a urn it n d. . 

oJU, yH,*** 12, „A&«\'* ('1' •^urrfU-

rri/l edl^-rry^U 1l s*rtr»*<ni (VAAXA. AtAS. 

J Jirfit *k^ W ^ U - ^ XUI X*& *jf*» */™*--f > 

%6 cty> tyMJLh* cuU ~&> <iC — 

Q Ut<* A*-~V y^r, #*> iDaJJU. ^ ^AU — J '** 

«**> J&J, J* A. mca5r^ oj Y*>' ™*~~ ' -

•j1" SI — y •***»'• * f^*" 

•^y~"> *nr>yy^*iJ 
~yk> 

OAAT, ^ 
t*~^ 

J 

V - M A I L 

For: APO 427-NY 427th Bob Squadron, 
303 rd Bomb Group, 
Molesworth, England 

<r The " G T T a r g e t " Buffer Slip indicated 
breaks between destinations groupings. 

I « i • • — 

http://ar.ni


B . F i l m i n g 

In the Holiday Spirit: 

This Finish Blank to Z P — L o n d o n 
From QT—Port Moresby, New Guinea 

Roll #388 contained 1715 V-Mails, 2 retakes 
removed for final count of 1713. 

Cut, Fold, Insert finished V-Mails into Envelopes 
Dispatch tracking ticket: 
"Dispatched to PO 127- 0750" and date stamped: 
"Received from E.K. C o " (Eastman Kodak Co.) 

- bottom right 

N E T C O U N T 

D E S T I N A T I O N A N D 

R O L L N U M B E R 

S E N D I N G S T A T I O N A N D 

R O L L N U M B E R 

F I N I S H 

fec^CoijW 

R j T A K E . * 

E T C O U N T / 

' T~ ! M A 

: u L - > i i h / \ T i O N _ _ 

A J O / - J 

W D l N v j J 

R o L i J l Q ^ > f i 

^ T A . 4 

• — Hall -

T l L n x M i I -

' 
4 <-} 

M m 
•5: si DECmi 

- A 2 J L * 

0 - r O ^ . Z ? . _ 6 Z 

6 1*2 1 - L k 4 & 

A ^ y ^ ~ _ o _ 2 £ i \ 
. — . . . — » j 

<- Finish Page 
October 17, 1944 
Christmas Mail Roll with 1,587 V-Mail 
Note Handwritten "Xmas Roll" sent 
2 1/2 months before the holiday. 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

C . S e n d i n g t h e F i l m & ^ M 

Protecting the Film in Shipment: 

A n early V-Mail film box labeled "Kodak Airgraph Film" 

This has British Airgraph branding and & " V . . . - Mail Station" on the same box. 
"Post Office Depar tment" which became War and Navy Departments. 
"Air Mai l" priority given to ship V-Mail by air. 

These Sturdy little boxes were relabeled and reused. 

R e u s a b l e M a i l i n g B o x e s 

E a r l y V - M a i l F i l m B o x 

SI 1V3S 
SIHX Jl 

ire-liJ 
Xdaoov 
iON oa 

~3i v a 

* ° N r i o a 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE 
Va * aaaaa MAIL TO AVOID PAYMENT OF 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS POSTAGE, «30O 

I 

A I R M A I L i 

I 

M A I L 
S T A T I O N 

*"• s I) I) 
a^aeaaaaaaaaaaaaaK- j t t f l ^,)" 

/foo idJkA 
IMPORTANT OFFICIAL MAIL 

NO POSTAGE REQUIRED 
(SEE PAR. 3. SEC, 511. P. L. S R.) 

18—29723-2 OPO 

6S0ZI 
epo3 

2 d OgO 

1 * 1 = 2: 

u. 2 O Z t — LU — UJ r— Bfl to -c 3 
£ < 12 I\s 
< "* J? 2 3 

> * IS £ ul 
s z | " - z i ~ > *- < 
= £: ^ & °? i °° B < 
X < —' UJ O 

8gfc* 

OSS 
5 o < O 

z 
to 
X 
r-
Q 
< 

La-La.— 
a £ •-
<* y I 
rfi? ^ 
O Z o 
< < C/J 

1 6 

K o d a k 

RIRGRDPH Film 

X 

3 2 3 0 7 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

C . S e n d i n g t h e F i l m 

A Definitive Reusable Box: 
This design, once established, was used through the end of the war: 
Simplified text and RUSH labeling improved the design. 
War & Navy Departments had replaced Post Office Departments. 
Kodak and Airgraph branding removed. 
Adhesive labels were added, easing repeated usage. 

R e u s a b l e M a i l i n g B o x e s - R U S H 

J i 



T a g g i n g V - M a i l P o u c h e s & R o l l s 

V-Mail was a high priority in air cargo, clear tags and labels to direct the V-Mail to where it need to go. 

2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

C . S e n d i n g t h e F i l m 

V - M A I L R O L L S 

H I G H P R I O R I T Y 

NOTICE 
OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR RECEIPT AND ONWARD DISPATCH OF 
THIS POUCH WILL SUPPLY INFORMATION REQUESTED ON THE 
REVERSE SIDE OF THIS TAG. THE BASE POST OFFICE OR APO 
DELIVERING IT TO V-MAIL STATION WILL REMOVE THE TAG AND 
RETURN IT BY AIR MAIL TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
ARMY POSTAL SERVICE. WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
V a . . — M A I L 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USB 
TO AVOID PAYMENT OF 

POSTAGE. S300 

4 

4 

4 

v 
• • • M A I L 

S T A T I O N 

IMPORTANT OFFICIAL MAIL 
NO POSTAGE REQUIRED 

(SEE PAR, 3, SEC. 511. P. L. & R.I 
16—29723-2 OPO 

i 
. . . - -__ .... .._ 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS POSTAGE, S300 

V A I R M A I L j 

i 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

C . S e n d i n g t h e F i l m 

D e s t i n a t i o n A i d s 

Des t ina t ion T a g s for Essent ia l A i r M a i l 
V-Mail film roles are small compared to other wart ime cargo. Film needed to be clearly identified and 
carefully controlled. These Special Handling labels and pouch tags were developed for the film's safe travel. 

T o : V-Mai l S ta t ion , San Franc i sco , C A 
Tag from Air Transport Command at the Hamilton Air Force Base 

For: S.F.P.E. is San Francisco Port of Embarkation 

" D o Not Enclose in A n o t h e r P o u c h " 

Control Officer, Air Transport Command 
Hamilton Field, Calif. For : S.F.P.E. 

V-Mail Station San Francisco, California 
Do Not Inclose In Another Pouch No 

To : V-Mai l S ta t ion in Chicago , I L 

A r m y V-Mai l S ta t ion P o u c h T a g : 
" A R M Y " is expressly stated as the Army and Navy 

each had different location codes. 

W D ESSENTIAL. AIR MAIL 
A R M Y V - M A I L S T A T I O N 

DO NOT INCLOSE IN ANOTHER POUCH 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

D . C r e a t i n g S t a n d a r d F o r m s 

F o l d U p , A d d r e s s a b l e D e s i g n 

The V-Mail form needed an addressable envelope style exterior for conventional mailing. Multiple design, many 
printing variations were created by the Government Printing Office and private companies as V-Mail began. 
Forms " G P O 16-28143-3" government issue, and "Post Office Permit No. 1" held by Wessel Company, Chicago. 

FROM: 

SEE 
INSTRUCTION 

NO. 5 

V - M A I L 

ious dispatch and reduces the weight 
med Forces outside the continental 
its where micro-film equipment is 
e of the message will be made and 
on available for reproduction and 
oyed after the reproduction has been 

points where micro-film equipment 
iriginal form by the most expeditious 

I O N S 

he other side within marginal lines. 
anels provided. Addresses to members 
ik or rating of the addressee, unit to 
ddress. 
ffice letter drop or street letter box. 
velope and a separate V-Mail letter 
than one sheet. 
ge by members of the Armed Fore 
-epaid at domestic rates (3c ordjFar 

16—28143-3 

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a 
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be 
dispatched by the most expeditious means. 

I N S T R U C T I O N S 

(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines. 

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members 
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval 
address, including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned or 
attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster or 
appropriate fleet post office. 

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box. 

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope. 

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces 
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates {3c ordinary 
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.) 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO- T 

A 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

D . C r e a t i n g S t a n d a r d F o r m s 
F o r m a t D e t a i l s 

At a glance, the forms look similar, but differing designs were tried. Comparing these two forms-

White vs. Cream colored Paper * With and Without "From." * Orientation of Instructions, printed U p or Down 

FROM: 

V 

SEE 
INSTRUCTION 

NO. 5 

V - M A I L 

r ^ 
TO: 

\ = J 

E-EMRS—ni 

AiDUjpjo 0£) sajDi Djjsaiuop (D pjDdaJd 
saojoj pauuy ai|| jo sjaquiaui Ao, aSDf 

jaaiis auo UDIJ) ; 
J3443I I.IDW-A aiDJDdas D puD adopAua 
XOCJ \z\\z\ {aajfs JO dojp m\*>\ a^ljjo 

•ssaipp 
of 4jun 'aassajppD aij| jo Suijoi JO >)UD, 
sjacjtuaui 04 sassajppy "papjAOjd sjauod 
•sauij |DUJ6JDUI ujijfjM ap;s jaijfo aij4 

S N O I 1 

sno;4jpadxa fsoui aif4 Acj IUJOJ puiSuo 
juaiudmba UI|!J-OJO;UI ajauM sfujod uic 
uaao, SDI| uoijonpoJdaj aijj Jajp paAojjs 
puD uo;43npojdaj JOJ 3|CJD|;DAD UO14! 
puD apDiu acj ||jM aSDSsau aij4 jo aA; 
s; 4uauidinba ui|!j-OJ3jui ajaijM sjuio 
ID4U3UJ4U03 am apisjno sasjoj pauijy 
IH&I3M ai|| saanpaj puo ipjodsip tno;,|p 

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a 
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be 
dispatched by the most expeditious means. 

I N S T R U C T I O N S 

{I) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines. 

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members 
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval 
address, including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned or 
attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster or 
appropriate fleet post office. 

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box. 

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope. 

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces. 
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.) 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 16 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l F l a p D e s i g n 

j ^ C r e a t i n g S t a n d a r d F o r m s 

The Varieties of Flap Design on Unprocessed V-Mail: 
Red lines incorporated into the design, and "Do Not Write Here" on this side nothing would be photographed. 

\ 

FOLD TOP AND BOTTOM IN. THE' 
NO OTHER ENVELO' 

\ 

FOLD SIDES OVER AND THEN FOLD BOTTOM UP AND SEA1 
ENVELOPE SHOULD BE USED 
\ , v 

DO NOT 
WRITE HERE 

DO NOT 
WRITE HERE 

FOLD 
FOLD HERE FOLD HERE 

DO NOT 
WRITE HERE 

DO NOT 
WRITE HERE 

i ^ . 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l V - M a i l D e l i v e r y E n v e l o p e s 

D . . E n v e l o p e s 

Arriving at a Standard Format: 
On the left: US V-Mail Service, depending on the civilian Postal Service. No penalty indicia, an early type. 
On the right: War & Navy Departments with penalty indicia. 

A large number envelope types were used because of wart ime paper shortages, different manufacturers, and 
materials available by location. Some V-Mail were delivered without envelopes, and reuse of envelopes for 
servicemen abroad was common. 

U.S.--V--MAIL. SERVICE 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICE 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE. «300 

Envelope variations occur in: 
Paper Used 
Window Sizes 
Printing & Ink 
Window Cuts 
Envelope Knife Cuts 
Wording on the Envelopes 

"Return envelope to APO for reissue" -> 

A scarce early envelope type. 

RETURN ENVELOPE TO A.P.O. FOR RE-ISSUE 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

Tj. E n v e l o p e s 

V - M a i l D e l i v e r y E n v e l o p e s 

The Standard Envelope Cancelled at Each Processing Center: 
V-Mail received from troops abroad one printed were folded and placed in envelopes. The cancellations 
serve as date stamps, and V-Mail from troops were sent free. 

U.S. Postal Service #1 - N e w York City 

U.S. Postal Service #2 - San Francisco 

U.S. Postal Service #3 - Chicago 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICE/V 

/̂—. 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS' a 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS/^ 
V-MAIL SERVICE ' 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Location No. 3, Chicago -> 
was added as volume of V-Mail 
expanded. The format of its cancel 
reflects a new design. 

WAR & N A V Y ^ ^ A L j.-, 
DEPARTMENT/^ 
V—MAIL SERVIC 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

PEHALT.Y FOR PRIVATE USÊTO AVOID 
ÂYMEJTTWSISTAGE:, S308"-"-



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

E . E a r l v F o r m s 

O r i g i n a l B l a c k V - M a i l 

P r i n t t h e c o m p l e t e a d r e s s i n p l a i n b l o c k l e t t e r s i n t h e Danel b e l o w , and your 
r e t u r n a d r e s s i n t h e s p a c e P r o v i d e d . Use t y p e w r i t e r , d a r k i n k , or p e n c i l , " f r i t e 
p l a i n l y « Very s n a i l w r i t i n g i s n o t s u i t a b l e . 

No. 

'{CENSOR'S 

To 

Mr and K r s L o u i s 

325 W a l l 

Mer iden 

S t r e e t 

Koro tun 

, C o n n e c t i c u t 

From 
Cpl John Kowchak 

( S e n d e r ' s name J 
USA # 31041177 

(>iend e r ' s a a o - •:• s s ) 
F i n a n c e O f f i c e , 4 5 t h I n f Div 
APO 4 5 , e / o P o s t m a s t e r 
New York , New York 

( D a t e ) 
Aurrust 1 4 . 1943 

/ 

Dear S i s , Lou and L o r r a i n e , 

Sicily 

Just received your July 24th letter to-day which . 
had that change of address. However, I have gotten from you a July 25th 
letter several days ago so we didn't gain any time. Nevertheless it is­
n't bad time. 

It is good to hear from you again and to learn that 
all is well with you all and in addition, scfghome town news. Glad to 
know that you visit the old folks as I feel sure that they en.ioy having 
you do that. I also received a letter from them a few days ago. 

Sis, you know what I have always told you. Anytime 
you want to take the typewriter, you can. I have told Catherine that 
that was my desire. Aa far as the car is concerned, Pop is the one 
to say what would be the best plan. I am also glad to hear that you 
are taking care of our cemetery, as we have always kept it in good shaoe. 

Are you receiving my letters regularly? Have you 
gotten the fifty dollars I sent you to give to Pop? You have never 
mentioned whether Lorraine is getting the post-cards I sent her. I 
hope she has. I bet Lorraine is kept quite busy this summer helping 
about the home. 

As for myself, there isn't much to say. I am still 
in good condition, working as usually and gSIng swimming as often as 
possible. Don't know just how long we will be staying here, it 11 
depends how fast our boys ahead of us keep moving. But it isn't bad 
here. Of all surprises, we are starting to get bread with our meals. 
So I know things are on the up-swing when our bakery can get to us. 
However, if ever you have the desire to send me some of your home-made 
cookies or something that will keep, don't hesitate to send it. But 
it isn't a rush call — anytime will do. 

I went to the dental clinic this morning to have a 
cavity on the side of one of my teeth filled. I had just noticed it 
and decided to have it taken care of before I had trouble with it. 
They had a pretty good set-up for the clinic. It is a few miles in 
hack of us and I was able to bum a ride both ways. I was also able 
to go swimming to-day. I know that I will miss this place whenever 
we move. 

I just got another letter from Nick Harchenko and 
he is now located somewhere in Africa. 7/ell, folks, I'll be signing off 

& r ^ m d v - - A i A 7 n : 7 i ^ - - - t e r ^ y y o u 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l I m p r o v i n g B l a c k F o r m a t 

E . E a r l y F o r m s 

An improved format for V-Mail, this July, 1943 V-Mail has simplified instructions and an address block on the 
reverse. Like an Aerogram, a V-Mail letter could be mailed on its own, with an added envelope. 

From A P O 5 2 1 - N Y - The Allied Forces Prisoner of War Board, Algiers, Algeria. Writer a civilian, franking required. 

i i i i / ' f V ^.. l^itfifc. ' 

/ £ 512 
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2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

E . E a r l y F o r m s 
O r i g i n a l B l a c k U n p r o c e s s e d V - M a i l 

This is the original: Mailed from Army Post Office 887, Sutton - Coldfield, England, V-Mail station #1. 

Early V-Mails were often sent without microfilming as equipment, when supplies and staff were not yet set up. 
This letter mentions a visit to the troops by Bob Hope, and $20. to $40. to pay for whores, "Piccadilly Commandos. ' ' 

PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN PLAIN BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN THE 
SPACE PROVIDED. USE TYPEWRITER, DARK INK OR PENCIL. WRITE PLAINLY. VERY SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE. 

r 
Mr. E h e s t e r V iys i ensk i 

64A G a r f i e l d Ave. 

J e r s e y C i t y , New J e r s e y 

CENSORS STAMP 

C p l . John S.BonaBOwski 
32467781 

SENDERS NAME 
• q . Sq. EW,ATC, APO 887 

SENDERS ADDRESS 

% Ptii'itMHter*. afcw York 

23 Ang.,1%3 

DATE 

Well here I am vi§ iting Jolly Ole London and having a heck of time, 

So much to do one wonder whether he will be able to see it all* We had Bob Hope and 

his gang out here and they certainly put on a good show, It made you feel homesick for 

the minute but you soon got over that as this place has a lot of action and you alwayu 

can do something* 

Th 

they had no know! 

want anything you 

a Piccadilly Coma 

she want 10 and » 

low about that in 

you need not bothc 

Ti 

expecting to hear 

Cpl. John S.Romanowski 
Hq. Sq. EW. ATC, APO 887 
% Postmaster , New York 

Mr Chester V.ysien 
&44 Garfield Ave. 
Jersey City, New Jersey 



2 . S t a r t i n g V - M a i l 

E . E a r l y F o r m s 

B r a n d i n g V - M a i l 

From A P O 639-NY 
" S o m e w h e r e in E n g l a n d " 

Not all V-Mai l fo rms w e r e microf i lmed. In this case, the sender notes (at bottom in cursive): 

Just found out this form is no longer acceptable, so will send by air mail" 

Damaged and illegible forms could not pass through the microfilming machinery. Sometimes processing 
stations were not working or simply forwarding full-sized sheets was the fastest option. 

This is an early design, introducing boxed "Reply by V-Mail" in r ed color. 
Contrasting early letters with ea r ly b r a n d i n g concepts in b lack . 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

11 M A I L 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

16—28143-5 iX U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1 IKS 
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PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN 
THE SPACE PROVIDED. USE DARK INK OR DARK PENCIL. WRITE VERY PLAINLY. SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE. 

SENDER'S RETURN ADDRESS : 
PRINT ADDRESS IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS 

CENSORS STAMP 

/ •• 

D r . 
4 6 6 

an-" 
W e s t 

C l a r e m e n t 

L . 

V 

M r s . 
1 0 t h 

G-eorg.e 
S t r e e t 

w . 

, C a l i f o r n i a II. 

A . C o u n t y 

H u n t 

3 . A . 

>v 

e r 

' 

T f a j o r C a r t w r l g h t H u n t ft 
(Grade or Rank and Name 1 

,<Army Serial Number) : (\ — .PQ^O.SQ 

H o . & H o . S o . 4 t h CCRC 
(Complete Organisational 

O r e u c 
address) 

.TQ c/o POSTMASTER, APO: 

D 9 a i ' t t ! j l M o t h e r a n d Da^hr 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

qomgTirnere i n k ' n g l a n i lb AUEF 
T h i s i s b e i n g w r i t t e n o n a n e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t t y p e w r i t e r , b u t t h e o n e 

h a t I e x o e c t I ' l l b e u s i n g i n t h e f u t u r e . I n c a s e I m a k e a f e i n e x t r a m l s t a k e t e ' / 
n n ' t m i n d m e . W e l l , h e r e I am a t a n e w s t a t i o n , a n d i n a n e w j o b , t h e s a m e ry&/ 

i n f a c t t h a t I f i r s t h a d o v e r h e r e i n E n g l a n d , ' n u f s a i d . D o n ' t w o r r y t h o f o r 
t h i s w i n n o t b e a s r o u g h a s t h e o t h e r w a s b y a n y m a t t e r o f m e a n s . S t r a n g e l y 
e n u f , I ' m s e r v i n g w i t h t h e s a m e CO t h a t I h a d o v ^ r i n I r e l a n d ( o n e o f t h e m a t 

e a s t ) a n d t h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f r u m o r s o f t h i n g s t o c o m e , a n d I m a y he ^ r > o n g , b j 
t h i n k t h a t i f t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g e l s e t h a t I c a n d o i n s o m e o t h e r l i n e w h e y 

t h e s e d e v e l o p e , i f t h e y d o , I m a y b e g i v e n a c h a n c e t o a t l e a s t t r y f o r t h e m . ' 
F o r t h e m o m e n t " , I ' v e h a d l t . O t h e r w i s e t h i n g s r e m a i n a b o u t a s b e f o r e , e x c e p t 
t h a t s i n c e I w a s s t u c k a n y w a y , I r e a l l y h a t e d t o l e a v e t h a t l a s t o u t f i t w i t h 
rtilch I w a s , f o r t h e i r w o r k w a s i n t e r e s t i n g a n d I l i k e d t h e b o y s . A l s o I h a d 
t h e f e e l i n g t h a t I w a s p a r t i c i p a t i n g a b i t m o r e t h a n t h i s w i l l b e , b u t o n c e 
a g a i n , I ' v e j u s t t o l d m y s e l f t h a t i n t h e A r m y w e d o a s ™ e ' r e t o l d , n o t a s we 
l i k e , a n d . s o i t g o e s . I ' m t a k i n g o v e r f r o m , a l a d , who s h o u l d h a v e b e e n d a r n 
; rood a t t h i s w o r k , h e n c e I ' l l h a v e t o r e a l l y k n u c k l e d o w n a n d b o n e . I d o n ' t 
k n o w w h e t h e r o r n o t I ' m g o i n g t ^ b e a b l e t o m a k e i t , b u t I s p o k e t o t h e CO r e K 

u e s t i n g a p a s s I n t h e n e x t f e w w e e k s t o t a k e my l o n g h o n e d f o r v i s i t t o I r e l a ^ a 
' u c h t o " m y s u r p r i s e , h e o o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h i n g s w e r e a b i t u p s e t a t t h e momertf 

a n d t h a t h e t h o t t h a t t h i s w o u l d b e a f i n e t i m e t o g o , s c i f I t h i n k t h a t h e 
e a l l y s e r i o u s , I m a y d o J u s t t h a t v e r y t h i n g t h e e n d o f t h i s w e e k , o r t h e fty^t, 

- a r t o f n e x t . I ' d r e a l l v l i k e t o g o o v e r f o r a l i t t l e t r i o , a n d h e n o d o u b t t.ljf-
a r e s t h a t i f h e s e n t me o v e r , I m i g h t f e e l a l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r a b o u t t h i n g s a j r K 
30 d o a b e t t e r J o b . W e l l , I ' l l t r y " t o d o t h e j o b , n o m a t t e r h o w I f e e l , b u t 
s t i l l w o u l d l i k e t o g o o v e r , a n d i t w o u l d m a k e me f e e l a l t t l e h a p p i e r a b o u t t 

v p r y t h l n g . No d o n ' t g o a n d g e t a l l e x c i t e d a n d u p s e t , 
o u b t d o g - - • 

A 

y 

A 

i o > i t . A] J V ^ h - h ^ w * QYO^T 
u t r a t h e i / , f 0 L 3 * % <Pj* A)* ' V ^ ^ 
e l l b e t l 

y o u , D a d . 
; h e n y o u Y 

l i e v e i t c 
n l y a n o t 

r f r a k i n g o u t 
n o t r e a l i ? 
' u n u s u a l " , 
n d n i c e . 
a d i o , t h e 

• ? i l l c o n f u 
f c o u r s e , 
h a t , a t 1 

l a s * w r o 
i t a i s i n I 
o n t h e F r y 
;o c o n t a c t 

< # 

CJ WuAuy 

U A Sk& 

f o r t h i s j o b w i l V ^ i o 
, ed t ° b e p e r f o r m e d ' 

c o r n o t I r e a l l y er 
t h i n g s t h a t we l i k e d / 
, b e d o n e , I m i g h t a s , 
, " o t h e r , b u t n o n e ff 
r s t y o u g e t a l o t ar< 

a a n y t h i n g l i k e i t . 
l a s t l e t t e r , ' t w a s 

i t , b u t s e e m e d t o bej 
r e a t h e r l a t e l y , I d i p 
t e t h e r o r n o t i t i s 
. f u l b l u e s k y , ba ln rvL 
.nf?"? A c c o r d i n g t o t l j 
• t h e c o m b i n e d e f f o r p 
b y t h e e n d o f t h e y 

i t n e v e r h u r t t o d p ' / 
t a k e n my t r i p wher j , 
t h a t M a r y A l i c e Jt 

i l e . T h a n v ' f o r t h e d< 
f a r h a v n ' t h a d a , c l 

da o n e y o f t,hp-jd > 

\A.y 

(2 S, ^pKiA i^j^rw^^KJU^AM^ p5^+* U U T X r j ^ i ^ o<Mxj%i£*y^ <Axf ns^J A^ JU*i/. 



3 . S u p p o r t i n g t h e W a r E f f o r t v - M a i i P a c k 

A . P r o m o t i n g t h e U s e o f V - M a i l 

Wessel & Company, Chicago, was the largest commercial printer of V-Mail, offering different sized packs of 

blanks, they called " E n v o - L e t t e r s . " The package drawings explain the V-Mail process especially well. 

Distributed FREE at a Public Service By 

R E I C H A R T F U R N I T U R E C O M P A N Y 

1121 MAIN STREET 

Wheeling, West Va. 



3 . S u p p o r t i n g t h e W a r E f f o r t 

A . P r o m o t i n g t h e U s e o f V - M a i l 

V - M a i l P a c k 

Wessel & Company, Chicago, was the largest commercial printer of V-Mail, offering different sized packs of 
blanks, they called "Envo-Letters." The package drawings explain the V-Mail process especially well. 

^ I T E D ^ o ^ 

V - M A I L 

C O M B I N A T I O N 

S H E E T S A N D 

E N V E L O P E S 

COPYRIGHT REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 

P R O D U C T OF THE W E S S E L C O M B A N Y • C H I C A G O 



3 . S u p p o r t i n g t h e W a r E f f o r t 

A . P r o m o t i n g t h e U s e o f V - M a i l 

V - M a i l M e s s a g e s 

Communicat ing with our troops was positioned as our patriotic duty. Here V-Mail itself is used to promote 
the use of V-Mail to stay in touch with our servicemen. 

PVT. WILLARD J. ROE, 32000000 
COMPANY F, 167th INFANTRY, 
APO 001, o/o POSTMASTER, 
SAN FRANCI3C0, CALIFORNIA. 

John R. Roe, 
706 - 18th Str.et, M.It., 

Naahlngton, 3. C. 

HERE ARE SOKE OF THE REASONS .1HY YOU SHOULD OSE V-MAIL: 

V-mall la epeed mall It la t̂ lven tha moat expedltloue handling and haa priority ovar all other olaaaos of personal mall. 

V-nall la aafe Safe ..ecauae If your latter la on 
a film which Is loat or destroyed 
the original latter la again phot 
graphed and dlapatohed by air. 

V-mall la popular More than 40,000,000 Individual 
pleoea are handled monthly. 

V-mall eaves vital cargo apace. .It aavea more tlian JO per cant of 
tha spaco required for other typei 
of letter mall. 

To assure that your V-mall will be handled and delivered promptly 
ovoraeas, complete military a ldr<ia.i Is aiMatlll. The above ad.lrees may 
ba uaed aa a ;ulde. It will be nol... i that ' ant or (rate, lull num., 
__. * .i .._i - ™_..T •>* .» An.̂ nl ml I .in nil f.iii ni»n nlinvin . ••rial number, and complete organization 

• 
V - M A I L 

1 s Spelling out the benefits. Promoting the 
notion that V-Mail is popular. Initially, it took 
some convincing to adopt V-Mail . 

^."V-Mail is speed mail" 

"V-Mail saves vital cargo 
spac,..moretkanJS"/aof 

the space required for 

other typ<* of letter mail. 

Mrs. J. R. Forbes 
136 Lorimer St. 
Salinas, Calif. 

Women*s Committee 

14 Nov. 1944 

J 
H<? Chestnut St. 

8 P.M. 

Have you a son, husband, sweetheart, 
friend overseas? 

Then tell us about him when we meet 
if you please. 

Bring Souvenirs or interesting 
letters to share. 

Let,s salute our brave service men 
by all being there. 

Call 3315 or 7621 

V - J ^ A / l ] 

«1 am well and happy and my 

single item it that way..* mail 

Tom home. The V-Mad 

Personnel are working hard to 
persons • » N e x t Page-* 
give us good service... 

1 s T h e W o m e n ' s Committee of Salinas, California sent this 
simple and small printed powerful reminder to use V-Mail. 
Salinas, California is home to the Salinas Airdrome, quite 
busy during wartime. 

W a r A r t i s t 

V - M a i l F o r m 



Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided 
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink. or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) 

f J O . 

FULL NAME (sret-Leo CUT) RANK OR. RATE 

NAME OF ACTIVITY 

% _ 
V 

NAVY NUMBER. IF APPLICABLE (sPCUL OUT ALL NUMBERS) 

APPROPRIATE FLEET POST OFFICE 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

V - M A I L 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

u-V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1944 O - 567523 



3 . S u p p o r t i n g t h e W a r E f f o r t 

B . B o o s t i n g M o r a l e 

V - M a i l M e s s a g e s 

\B 

Reminders to stay in touch, and easy and light communicat ions were sent easily by V-Mail . Sitting down to 
write a letter took more time, and took longer to deliver. 

^ For this Writer: 

"Doing lots of nothing. 

m s h 1 had more ambition. 

a n d , „ 
-Yours till the cows come home 

a S J S e ^ r a t t & ^ ^ - z s ^ j ^ ^ ^ . 
I 

Mm CLiiVrcrv jE./JAG 
/22i fa wick Biva 

hC uis\/iLie, 
KCVTUCKY 

'.0.1 
Vy/ntfiCtYY^Y I 

GREETINGS FROM ITALY 
1 ARE YOU 

Oa4 
Wa» 

at 
Arotkc. 
Maaj 

HOW ARt YOt I 
I AM 

Well 

WISH I HAD 
lea 

Going out »uh .4t-. ... 
| a. illotMrni 

Soaw ku.e. 
More wnbiuun 

OOINC LOTS Of 
ii$t» Htm. 
Thinkioa <ii ruw 
•M 

Me*-*"* 
Nettling 
MutMik 
BmvtfuM 
Tfi«thng 

MAVI TOU rlUID IN COM'lITI 
i AT Iff) 

HOPE YOU HAVE 
FmythinK vou MM 
Bebmd MMMnH 
fc*n hiving fun 
Kjft »cll 
Been true to me 
Not forgotten Kov n *i 

ITALY IS 
Sutm> 
Hc4Utl(nl 
lint 
Vntllv 
PlCturtMim 

THE FOOD IS 
f-lir 
LaM) 
Cowl 
DchvdlJIfAJ 

Staylaf M(IMN 
HWM a> 
% 

THINGS AKt-
Pha 
Knaa> 
Slav 
Eiduag 

WILL K 
c^int r. wwa 
Thi«kia« .1 aaa 
Writfaa. ~. aajaar (Kaaa » UI 

1 HAVE SEEN 

iwaV 
r 

- U 
* i 
* I 

P 
1 

X 
X 

U SO. Sao. 
H-ia>n 
Boaaall Gin 
LM >•* RMkl 

YOUHi 
Till ih. aaaa 
Wkk lu.r 

J£ y 

C c w C 

AMERICAN RIO CROSS 
- ITALY -

V - M A I L MAW TOU FUtO M COMHtlt 

T* Sponsored by the A m e r i c a n R e d C r o s s of 
Italy, this light spirited V-Mail form provides a 
quick way for a serviceman to send out a hello. 

S S S S 5 S S 

1 SbjA y , m/v/iA r. 

LtTt. LILL. MM1C. USNR 
U.S. NAVAL CONSTRUCT! 

J sty nun mnary STAB >/ 
—ii-*..-*-.; / 

S 
S, 

1 s From the Seabees, 1944 artist greeting send 
letters. Note the 2nd Brigade marking replaces the 
well established V-Mai l b r a n d i n g at the bottom. 

M o r a l e B o o s t e r 

A r t i s t G r e e t i n g s 

Next Pages: It was common during the W W II for community groups, like this from the Saucon Valley Defenders 
Committee, to personalize a V-Mail Greetings. 



Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided on 
the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

(CENSOR* S STAMP) 

TO 

From 

SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 (Sender's complete address above) 

5 T 0 6 t 3 4 5 

< # & K f * > ' ! & } 

l l f a g E k i f d ^ T D i l l ^ i 

t l j e f w m a x J r i w ; ^ o u m u c ^ 

y \ n § l a i f i i n f t i u r i t g j e a t e ^ 

i 

Have You Filled In Complete 
Address At Top? 

SHARE AIR MAIL BY 

USING V-MAIL 

He 
Early format V-Mail form 
in black without logo. 



Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided 
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Paint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

TO: 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 

FROM 

SAUCON VALLEY DEFENDERS 

COMMITTEE 

Hellertown, Pennsylvania 

(Sender's complete address above) 

/ 

H A P P Y B I R T H P A Y O N . 

A & A c j y 

'—" nT-V̂ *-—^ 

t ^ ^ r 

A n d M a n y H a p p y Returns f rom the Saucon V a l l e y De fenders . 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

R E P L Y B Y 

V — M A I L 

Pre-printed sender 's address 
and graphic art, needing just 
the birthday date. 



Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address In the space provided en 
the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

From: 

»a«*V5SH^N»̂ v-..Jam;m«fi«̂ ^ 
(sender s complete address GDOVC 

My*y y<Ay*t^ 

•*>> A-J ms 
K4 'i M " * 

b f S T WISHES m o . . . 

ON THIS 'SPECAt DAY 

>• 

W&~ 'A. • • '! 
W*J: i : -yy . 

i 

**±yy -W ' . ~y--±y . •,-.. •-.. -y • , & 
y y. '-•• -j :•: 
;ijfV .'-Is'.' >.' iff ••-: • 

PA m m ? -

ry 

r 

f. 

Iffi, 
*•«.. >*, 
'V- -,..,, • 

i 

fceSSS 

• •.'••' 
• " •'.-... 
-:•• :•:-•;. ; 

• •••:. - • V» 
•'-•••••..'.;•?:•' *•>-->.._. 

A 

::.-.:• 

^A^-y/y- \, 

• •• A- i y A 'A •• •""'- '• "• •'"~*y& " <• •***'" 

. i i M xA ****** ; . _ / . . / - y y , y 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

12 V - - M A I L 

Father's Day limited printing 
war artist greeting V-Mail 



3 . S u p p o r t i n g t h e W a r E f f o r t 

C . F u n d i n g t h e W a r 

B u y W a r B o n d s 

" A n o t h e r B o n d B e t w e e n U s . . . F r o m T h e F o l k s B a c k H o m e " A r t i s t G r e e t i n g T e x t 
Private Maloney at A P O 153-NY, 36th Reinforcement Battalion in M a r b u r g , G e r m a n y and Lieutenant 
Weinberger at A P O 41-SF of the 186th Infantry Battalion, 41st Division in R o c k h a m p t o n , A u s t r a l i a both 
send home the message to Buy War Bonds. T h e G r e e t i n g p r o m o t e s Ser ies E W a r Bonds 

"Three of these you bought yourself." From Australia, a logo added at the bottom, "Buy War Bonds". ^ 

P * 

^ 

z 

:< 

W 

I 

T 

T. ?»\ t)..uU A PUWrtty 
•U13UJ4L_ 

hJO. 
UtUL &L 

153 tfY 

T> iVUlorUV 1 

t i t SAckcrtArl 
_ B K j b p i o ^ j n r 

(dNforinAMn 

HAVf YOU ntuo • 
I All 

HAVt YOU HUED IN COMPUTE I AT TOP? 

^ I P ! 
MHUTI in the *MMI below. •»• r»«' mun i*Mrwt I* the ISM 
r o-w.1, WrrtwpMoty Vory »nwM «*••«, H —« -tfltr 

r%>.r1tto.//. M (It«otr t MM Hltrt MM) } 3 
,i*«**-| M*M) " 

a t f l t ^yAf isW,,^ 

(CfMOTl ITA«j«t 

/vW« »*/*/fi iJAwi-5"idwi /»*/*<fi^<M «/ WjlM*A 

**M fl** 4/l~*- «& *~*~i "**Jt •*rcl? <***" * * • * - * ' 
-Jf, 

?U« A T ^ 4/t ~ 6 ££*»>, c w 

4 H i * > >.s* ***** *» A, i i fS*yb+s Ut A,, [ h 4A*. ** 

Mva&hsj*-**' AitiM,***-' t r W < ? * » ^**~.M> 
a-.̂  -**aJ*r, £a>— a//-.-, -y. ~0**•&-. <*-y t+~r*—>- ~J -
/LA/ 4U** b&~^ ™ ^fk**** t~t* A . / * * . * 

/~A-SL</<y,. */>lLti,*+r »+4**^< 0*4*, T^J^i^ ******* 
+ /\t JA*I /*fa( H- iA~aiA*»L*4) U *»7r^Ak *o Jy</<*/>JteA- • *T * 
4J- ij+,/»<jtj- **ij T; '•*• %* i> <• fir,4~ A*^ 7U. Y * * / '«*^. ** 

l*i (*<*/>•* • do /£-»* ^*i £~f*S~. - A«* * - 7t*>- r «?*«-

^ . .VrVTK 4ar 

rcia-ti a-\ 

^ = y i & y ^ ? BUY £U7AXA,A SU*̂ *~ rlW aS,;*. 6^„/-v 
WAR BONDS 

V - - M A 1 L 

ft/a^i/^t-v #uta..iw. \*f£^ 

a*M 

" I W i l l P r o t e c t M y C o u n t r y , M y F a m i l y - B u y W a r 

B o n d s " V-Mai l Ins ignia , Above a n d Next Page -> 

V-Mail insignia, scarce usage at the bottom of this V-Mail. Sergeant 
Bjorklund, A P O 921-1 380th Bomber Group at Ade la ide R i v e r A i r 
Base, Aus t r a l i a . 

This V-Mail handstamped, "This V-Mail Could Not be Photographed, 
Message Sheet Muti lated" Water damaged V-Mail sent with early 
American Base Forces four bar cancel on reverse. 



^ 

• ' , 

Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address In the space provided. 
Use typewrit"*, dari; ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is not suitable. 

Mr.i*4'Mrs-- LS&jork/i4»cl 

Z229 Johnson Sti M£. 

A?/»yr'?t30o//SJ A7/ti/>ieS0fe 

si '"(Sender's name) 
*80 A &**" t> <?rO<Af>. 

A.T.O. 92/ $%?%st»j&s-r<9r 
San FrcMa/scOj (f*//f: 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) 
^ g w bey // ;f <?3> 

(Datel 

; / 

/? ^^A ^&-C*dA 

^Jlu^ soAZ££c' A~«~ ^Cu^Xi^uU^u^ A3~~^f \ J A ~ y 

J l ^ ^ A y ^ ^ j y ~ - * ^ t f r y * . ^ J y t A t ^ ^ i i ^ ^ ^ « £ * 

Tc^yi c ^ l ^ v - ^ AfCr<* - ^ T ^ ^ A L 
f ^ A ^ ^ J h £ £ y A 

A 

\ytSLy\^t. 

' " ^ V - M A I L 

* " " DAYS RETUBM T0-
6ft d.l. I?;* rIr/tA»A / 7 A CCOf. 

*<>••<,*•••;< • •. - .. . 

A Z T £ 

^A^^^P^-^ ^^t-^AsoA ^ut^u£c^A 

^ J ' &AJL~*J7ZA<+>** % ^ A<~ 

ex sAtZ&yAy. . * t ^ ^ s . ~AJ 

M M " 

cc^mvfiliJi^PA^v WAR BONDS 
V - - M A I L 

file:///JA~y


4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

A . C e n s o r s h i p 

D o m e s t i c & F o r e i g n C e n s o r 

After a V-Mail letter is written, it is censored before film processing. Censorship and filming while 
straightforward in nature can still have some unusual situation and outcomes, examples shown here. 

From A P O 658-NY Civil Affairs Unit #1, Rochefort, France 

Censored with German Feldpost handstamp 

As an officer, Major Heffernon could self censor his mail. In this case, he did censored with his Base 
Examiner #1047 Censor marking, but as a collector, he chose to leave a philatelic artifact behind. He 
substituted a real German Feldpost handstamp where the censor marking should have been placed. 

p h i l a t e l i c i n t e r e s t . i 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

A . C e n s o r s h i p 
C e n s o r e d f o r L a n g u a g e 

E s q u a d r o n 2 0 1 M e x i c a n A i r F o r c e 

Written in Span i sh , this V-Mail h a n d s t a m p e d " R e f e r r e d to t he Dis t r ic t C e n s o r " , who had foreign 
language specialists and this V-Mail was "civi l ian c e n s o r e d " in San Francisco. The Mex ican A i r Force , as 
their contribution to the war effort, formed F i g h t e r S q u a d r o n , " E s q u a d r o n 201" deployed to Phi l ipp ines 

using Temporary A P O 18888. This V-Mail , correspondence by foreign nationals using V-Mail , is scarce. 
V-Mail franked 25 centavos for Airmail to San Francisco, to enter the military mail stream. 

FROM ̂ c g ~r--r c sf<A* /?* &VXOS 

6->, A ^ \ a ^ \ c ALnd W</Q 

c ..-> 

V - M A I L ^ 

TO: / 6rffD d<Ti,el ffdry^os /h4^™de, 1~ Sf\/ 

2 0 / s f f T ^ Q ^ - r ty» /f/^/y7/WW 

C A& J a s / -w\ 3 $ /<s- -»-. 

A>~& ^ /Ar -^ ^ <̂  / 5 C O C d / l f~0 -r-r~ "d 

w U.S. A. J) 

Zo 

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a 
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be 
dispatched by the most expeditious means. 

I N S T R U C T I O N S 

(1) Write the entire message plainly an the other side within marginal lines. 

(2) Print the name and address in the two spaces provided. Addresses of members 
of the Armed Forces should show full name, complete military or naval 
address, including grade or rank, serial number, unit to which assigned 
attached and army post office in care of the appropriate postmaster M 
appropriate fleet post office. 

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter bejEL" CQMM1JN,. . 

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope. 

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces. 
When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed In the \}'.&.) 

S W S v r V ' H 
• r*5£.tt * ; 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g C o m p l e x i t y 

A . Censorsh ip 

To: Tr in idad, APO-688 6th Hospital 
Forwarded To: New York processing 
Forwarded To: Hot Springs, A K , 

Army-Navy Hospital 

M u l t i p l e C e n s o r i n g & F o r w a r d i n g 

M o r o c c o t o T r i n i d a d 

Tracking the Four Censor Mark ings and Forwarding o f this V-Mai l 
From: APG£252-NY, 2nd Armored Division in Rabat, Morocco. 
• #1 Censoring: Captain Souza Self Censors at time o f writing 
• #2 Opened, Censor marked inside 
• #3 Censor marked outside front wi th liase Examiner #0618 
• #4 Taped and again Censor marked Base Examiner #0618 
Sent to: APO 688-NY, 6th Station Hospital, Creenhi l l , T r in idad 

n to to — O 
< Z. 
to ua 

to -• 

°-£-

^ 1* > ŝ  
O »••• " o 

s s: 
3- o 
to o 

T ^ S ' 3 to » S «• 9. §.«>-. ~ o 
J S * E.Q. 3 * g-o 
o 

o 

Processing Com|)lexity: Highly manual work taking place in a time before computers. The keeping track 
of mil l ions of servicemen was done using card files. Considering the volume, complexity of military moves, 
chaos of war. importance of censoring, the lack o f technology, and limited resources available, it is impressive 
to sec the effort made to put the mail in the right hands. 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

B . F i l m i n g 

R e t a k e a n d D e s t r u c t i o n O r d e r 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e a n d p r io r i ty of V-Mai l : 

If a processed V-Mail form was damaged, that V-Mails would have a new negative made from retained 

original and added to new role, with its send to, location and contents noted on this summary report. 
Few of these completed forms remain. Careful tracking and quality processing for V-Mail was a clear priority. 

Cffloar in Charja V-Mall Station APO 772, o/o Poatraaatar •aa Tort, I. T. 

V-MAIl RETAKE AND 
DESTRUCTION ORDER 

50 
iio mil »if*«f, >i a.o, oi .( LIT, Otil.ut'iO. eaeiai ...( Iff. ,,(1111, 0.1.1... .-Mil ,,",» .01.1 u. TO .1 

25 January 1945 

s.r.F.1., Army Poat offloa V-tlall Saotion 9th k Polacn Straata Sao rranolaoo, <-«lif. 

: |,[. oirao*.*. ... >• I 

Tnm MX-U7ZP to HX-522P indue Ha , MX-RR6-ZP, 
MX-RP9-ZP, KX-FJU.1-ZF, KX-RIU.5-ZP, Kx-mio-zr 

XX-1I7ZP 
WCtaja 

mt-'.za 

#3-1)00 >rt. A.Cohan (ruTan't writ tan) Looaa p«p.i 
tr fiyw 

#0-100 Laurltr Qegucre (laat Ttar) 
Iruncl ihad ou' 
»9t-l*C'4. 

^ ^ 

#0-100 Pre Sai lllro (ana w«l) 
-0-10C l»»t. Stanley Boodanonlll (tattiHUtll't] 
n-gQO Ina. Carl Ha-nnon (YtittrdM) 
.i.pnn tn... Tun. (..-,, glad) 
fl-J-QO Mia. TlTlan St-Tana (hope 01) 
#3-*K>0 Cpl.Lou Borchlnl (lattar to) 
¥3-4oo ending 'Sid',following BorehlM 
#9-1000 Thoaaa thiln (wrota yoai) 
#9-.00p atKB«<i •a9P,,f9;l»«Hf TtMMI till 
H-1QOO Mr. .nil Mr.. r.V_t...„ (•-, If-,-) 

r (I wtwxit #10-1100 Opl. Murrajr J.Pruota; 
J26 rrora «nd RayBond Parent (latter 10-1100 *.H.«eUetedler (you all) 75-300 Mra. Robert Waahburn (a long) 
#O-100 «-ranH Harrln (h..r fro.) 

... .1 .-.tall (all 4.*ti... ,.i .t.llo. .1 .il.l. w... r.i.l. ... I0.ol.o4 1.0 O'lfl.ol -III >• »«a4 .. . I.rf.l ... to. roll .oo.. o. -tic. i.t.l. 10 riloWO 01 atbai .I..**Hi*. —0. *lll >a I. alcaloo lo Ibo la.I OOIBBM. ill faoil.lloo loaol.oo b, .rial..I. -ll I 1. catao.r.a all. t.l.l. a4 OOfU. ol O,.O,0 a.« 111.0 laaraallb 

il'Ma, otltoaiO |MI'ta»Cfl«0 biTollltO • » 

Sand .rig. 
- f.B.ta. 

}&£rrm*i-

"3&-
ruf^~—> 

II 

II 

II 
II. ite&. 

r/r /Z%* 
IIIMTHI 

http://I0.ol.o4


4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

B . F i l m i n g 

From: A P 0 4 4 7 - N Y 100th Infantry 
Division, Ft. Bragg, N C training 
for deployment to Europe. 

L i g h t i n g & T e x t 

V-Mail Processing 
Source: Photomail Operations, War Department 
1943, Field Operations Manual F M 11-150 

Enlarging and processing V-Mail: 
A process with complexities. Note 
the differences in writing from 
heavy to faint in jus t one V-Mail. 

—r "aw-. rwwr ••«••»• eeemi He vaaj aaa era a V»ry aa-aA wrtfia>| I* M* *»J»e->la 
F.O» ?f/7*»v 

W " 
) 

% 

From Ifmif* 

ITrrtOfJ STAMPl * ' Q ** / 
-<$^M4..jut*u X v - j ^ * . '~J&&&A 4~p<*y& 
A f ^ ^ A t ^ s ^ ^ ^ ^ - A ^A^sA^Az ^ , 
M t J A < ^ A C E A ^ A ^ S ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^A^fu^yp^ 

A ^ ¥ ^ ^ ^ y — y f ^ ^ ^ - ' A ' 

RECORDAK 

-̂ ••eMaafl 

Enlarging and processing V-mail facsimile reprints. 

Figure 16. Messuge center clerk checking an incoming microfilm roll. 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

E n c l o s u r e s 

A P O 456-NY Bomb Group, 744th Bomb Squadron located in Stornara, Italy 
One of the main stipulations with V-Mail service was that there could N O T be any enclosures. The V-Mail 
letter was filmed and delivered, and an exception was made for the dog tags to be delivered alongside the V-
Mail. APO 520-NY in Cerignola, Italy handled the mail for this and other small airfields and units in Italy. 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

E n c l o s u r e s 

This V-Mail was sent w i t h o u t fi lming because of a n enclosure . Th i s p ress re lease w a s inser ted onto t he V-
M a i l form. This was an u n a u t h o r i z e d usage as it was expressly prohibited by V-Mail regulations, and was 
missed at all checkpoints. It is the only recorded item of its kind. 

From the U.S.S. N e v a d a BB-36, this very large vessel was severely d a m a g e d d u r i n g the J a p a n e s e a t t a c k on 
P e a r l H a r b o r on D e c e m b e r 7 ,1941 . It was repaired and played a large role in the Normandy landings and the 
Okinawa operations. 

HOW NEVADA BLASTED FOE I H L E S INLAND 

(BY 3 . J . NcQUAID S P E C I A L CABLE TO THE CHICAGO DAILY NEWS ) 

W i t h U . S . n a v a l a m p h i b i o u s f o r c e s , a s h o r e i n F r a n c e , J u n e 1 0 , d e l a y e d , 

When p a r a t r o o p e r s t e a n up w i t h ' b a t t l e s h i p s - e s p e c i a l l y o l d 
b a t t l e s h i p s - y o u h a v e a c o m b i n a t i o n o r a n c i e n t an-c! m o d e r n w a r m a k i n g 
i n s t r u m e n t s w h i c h i s b o u n d t o c a u s e t r o u b l e f o r s o m e b o d y . 

I t c a u s e d p l e n t y o f t r o u b l e f o r " J e r r y " o n D - d a y w h e n o u r p a r a ­
t r o o p e r s ani l t h e i m p e r i s h a b l e o l d U . S . S . N e v a d a j o i n e d f o r c e s . 

I l e a r n e d a b o u t o n e p a r t i c u l a r a c t i o n f r o m t w o p a r a t r o o p e r s who 
t o o k p a r t . T h e y w e r e L i e u t . R i c h a r d 0 . N a s h , 2 6 , S a g i n a w , 1 ' i c l i . , 
a n d P v t . ( f c . ) V e r n o n S t a n l e y , 2 8 , P e n g i l l y , L i n n . 

SPOTTING- N I S S I ON 

T h e s e t w o v *~ 
a f t e r H - h o u r i n 
m i s s i o n o f s p o t t 

; , 0 u r p i l o t 
u s f r o m a b o u t 1 , 
t o b e , a n d o u r r 

, : r i h 3 r e w a s 
f o u n d h i m , We f ; 

T!We w o r k e d c 
d o w n . A c o l u m n c 
S n g l i s e f r o m t h e 
a n d w e r e h o l d i n g 
n o t j o i n u p u n t i l 
t h e b e a c h e s . 

; i T h o s e t a n k s 
h a d t h e g o o d o l d 1 
g u n n e r y ) o n t h e o t 
h a d r _ ; i v e n h e r t h e 

V - M A I L 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

W r i t t e n I n P e n c i l , F a i n t 

From: A P O 413-NY Headquarters U.K. Base, London, England 

Handwritten in pencil, this V-Mail too faint to be filmed, therefore it was sent as a regular letter. Sent by Cpl. 
Smith, with tracking indication: 91st MRU (Machine Record Units), a government computer type system. 

ans of communication. If addressed to a 
of available the original letter will be 
s. 

C T I O N S 

i the other side within marginal lines, 
ro spaces provided. Addresses of members 
' full name, complete military or naval 
serial number, unit to which assigned or 
care of the appropriate postmaster or 

office letter drop or street letter box. 

this envelope. 
. pQsf»qe by members of the Armed Forces. 
be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 

e is desired when mailed in the U. S.) 
* GPO IS—2814S-4 
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4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

D a m a g e d F o r m s 

From: APO 887-NY Headquarters European Theater, Pa r i s , F r a n c e 
Handstamped, " R e g u l a r M a i l / f rom V-Mai l S t a t i on" and " D a m a g e d " 

T r a c k m a r k s on oppos i te ends of t he form were made by the machinery feeding blanks to be photographed. 
Here the blanks swerved whi le inside t he R e c o r d a k m a c h i n e a n d spli t at the upper left fold line. Unsuitable 
non-standard paper used. 
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4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

D a m a g e d F o r m s 

From: APO 502-SF 540th Ord H M Company stationed in Noumea, New Caledonia 

This V-Mail was mailed as a letter sheet. A locally made enclosure explains: "damaged by cutting machine. 

Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided 
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

FROM 

AALS>C^&A^ 

( ^ a ^ ^ > ^ t ^ L ^ < _ ^ 

SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 
(Sender's complete address above) 

(JUyy<^y^< 

y?6^*y^j yyts-czy^ ^ y ^ ^ f ^ 

•y> x-y 

/(/(/yM OLAT y&yyyrtS-j O^z. 
d> 
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A>' 

x> 
<A 

y cA 
.J XT 

A' **> 
5 V eF 

<6-e 

y-yuyA/ ^ > t < * ° > 

\5> K, 

rA ^ *& <A 
<& o> y? SP 

^^y^ryUL <ytAAc£A 

X? v.O° cf" JO - ° J& „ o s . 
..5-' JJSV 
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tie & XP O^ -n̂  e, <CV r& -\^ <& 
* * * V t * &* H& ,<•**y^\^A>\<& 

v€> „e° ,.o» „Nf- -. v ».• ^ * v . ,_e eft ti> y-i-

. ^ % y f a y 

y y y ^ y l < y > . y > y ' .«* 
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" V ^ e \ e * V C * \ e * > £ % e » P < & J & L <& 

' ? A A > > * * 

^ e 5 '-ve -c o i ' 0 ^ ^ ' 
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y f f i y ^ 

A J Z ^ A I % 6 ^ A ^ ^ ^ 

^ > : 

yAAAtyly <y/^rj a^£< yys^rr^t' 



4 . V - M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C . F i l m i n g P r o b l e m s 

D a m a g e d F o r m s 

From: A P O 77-SF 77th Infantry Division at Fort Hase , Oahu, Hawaii 

This V-Mail was returned with a handstamp "Unsuitable for Filming" and an explanatory form 
enclosed indicating the V-Mail was defaced or mutilated. This V-Mail was sliced down the middle, then 
repaired. Few of these explanatory forms were saved and have survived. 

ui 
o t 
Qoc 

This mes sage could NOT be photographed o n m i c r o f i lm for 

t h e r e a s o n c h e c k e d : 

The writing was too faint. 

The writing was too small. 

The message was not kept within the specified limits on the sheet. 

The address or return address on the message side of the sheet was 

omitted or incomplete. 

[....An inclosure was made in the envelope. 

.' The message sheet was defaced or mutilated. 

Unless V-mail can be micro-filmed, the purpose of the service is defeated. Please 
advise your correspondent that this letter was not properly prepared. 
W.D., A.C.O. Form No. 967 
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V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

A . A d d r e s s i n g M a i l 

C o r r e c t A d d r e s s N o t i f i c a t i o n 

The remaining sections 5 through 8 of this exhibit show h o w the established V-Mail system effectively delivered 
V-Mail everywhere the troop went. The following sections show V-Mail use through the realities of war, from 
soldier in camps to casualties. While established as an army post office operation, the next section shows V-
Mail use by branches of military, and finally the extension of service around the world shows a comprehensive 
view of V-Mail service organized geographically by the theaters of war. 

Wart ime V-Mail Delivery: Delivery of V-Mail is simple in concept, but has complexities as shown in this section. 
Wart ime addressing of mail to troops on the move, forwarding of mail, returning mail are all complicated by the 
changes of circumstances of war across the globe. This section highlights these complexities. 

Military troops were on the move, so address changes were frequent. K e e p i n g mai l p r o p e r l y a d d r e s s e d called 
for specific forms. By the end of the war, over 4,000 form types had been used. 

<r From: A P O 637-NY Headquarters 8th Fighter 
Command, W a t f o r d , E n g l a n d . 
Form by known W a r Ar t i s t C a p t a i n Clowes. 

DO Nor raiFAac corns « caaeo* 

TUB famm* S m t/7.s.r.s,mr*'i*ftTK 

. . • jr./.eyjty 
MMINB JfA%f^uMmfUJ( 

fejM bat* — — - " r"* 

PLEASE ADMESS ME AS SHOWN W.OW UNTtt OTHHIWtSE AOWSEO 

~JAL_ \ 1 W U I L 1 . E J ^ S C ^ ^ ^ ' I 

7i. °~7le</. J>e?A. j ^J^T^AI. Iks?. 

^Xo*l ~~—-» frpjfa&jti fa/tow 

iiHOuuei HAOOOH «u aulan K> m 

Dsc.mn A*~*nti A &jMt*l^ 
.*» At I. JIJIII md | —• •*• *••— --»-« •*•—* *•*•" •*-*•-•••— *>•*'•*••» »••»'•»• *• 

IMSTtUCTIOHS 
11) W.D, A.*. O. «•«.»*•. •»! rrjaaa-l-aajarfaJaVaailaJiUaiieaiiiae 

aa. D»a*Maieliliaa*.i niiATO 
Tawa. i-aaa) f I APO 

»-^k.*-.-^-»a.—iak^.-4-a*.-*-. HAH. fto-fiu » *. ua—.: 

a aa W. ft. A.«. 0. Faa. Ha. 4J. 
From: A P O 204-NY Oxford , E n g l a n d -» 

Private Simpson was sent to 242nd General Hospital 
and assigned T e m p o r a r y A P O #17321. 

Form show his P e r m a n e n t A d d r e s s as A P O #204. 

a. H» .aa>la ) «aa»at Warftejili i H Willi |l n. ft. C 
at tax Baaa •>•*-. («• •*•*»• -»a.| m Uaita. U*m. 

Oi I— -at mm. At ,. IW.ti I nl I n ill . 
aa*a *4aa. aaa, LI I pi.. 
t II Ml'. H !•••' •' 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

A . A d d r e s s i n g M a i l 

T e m p o r a r y A P O N o t i f i c a t i o n 

The Temporary Army Post Office addresses, as on this V-Mail below, were given to individuals or units for 
accounting purposes while moving. Once at a planned destination, the Unit would be assigned an A P O address. 

Corporal Davis wrote this V-Mail whi le headed to North Africa, with his Unit assigned Temporary A P O 
9180. This V-Mail cancelled and censored and taped closed a few days later at A P O 759-NY, Headquarters 
for Atlantic Base Section in Casablanca, Morocco. Sent unfilmed. 

T . y < ? 5 5 ' 7 ^ ^ 
Zfl.fif, & S L & S 

* - > * — v - M A I L 

KJ 

A ? # S . & o \ t ; y ) . A v A . 

jfjy*#—£XL 

S T . UotAfJ. { ' * ) 

y / o . M . S . A . 

/ / ? 5 3 O A 
- f y y y / r . 

Next Page: The Army Post Office got out in 
front of problems, including keeping mail 
out of the system that was avoidable. This 
Hold Holiday Mail notification was an effort 
to get out ahead of a problem. 

H o l d H o l i d a y 

M a i l N o t i f i c a t i o n 

The back of this form is a map, paper was 
scarce during the war. 



• ^ 
Flint the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address In the space provided on 
the right Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable tor phetoarophing. 

S— 
'To : 

Frem i 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) 
(Date) 

(SentUr'i complete addrese above) 

D e a r 

I a m s c h e d u l e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s s o m e t i m e b e f o r e t h e e n d o f D e c e m b e r , 

s o p l e a s e h o l d a n y C h r i s t m a s p a r c e l s y o u 

h a v e f o r m e . 

U n t i l I a d v i s e y o u o t h e r w i s e , c o n t i n u e 

t o s e n d m y l e t t e r s , b u t D O N O T S E N D 

A N Y M O R E P A C K A G E S . 

(S ignature) 

V - M a i l f o r m p r i n t e d 

o n r e v e r s e o f a m a p 

E P L Y B Y 

- M A I L 

HAVE YOU FILLED IK COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

H.F - »ooe M_ Med. *»«•• 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

F o r m s D a m a g e d i n T r a n s i t 

To a Serviceman Pvt. Osgood in England: 
This envelope, is called a "coffin cover" which is term used for an outer envelope used to deliver damaged 
mail. After some forwarding, mail caught up with Pvt. Osgood at A P O 171-NY, used for a Hospital in 
Blackmore Park, England. J^^. 

To awn 

Enveloped Backstamp 

^ v * 

V 
V 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

F i r e D a m a g e d in T r a n s i t 

To a Serviceman in England 

Fire Damaged V-Mail to Pvt. Osgood using Temporary A P O 15381, going overseas as part of a Ground 
Forces replacement unit Co. H, Infantry. Only explanation is in the envelope, indicating processing for 
delivery to England. 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

M u l t i p l e F o r w a r d i n g 

M i l i t a r y a n d C i v i l i a n P o s t 

To: Private Kavanaugh at APO 635-NY, Base Area Depot in Burtonwood, England. Sent November 21 ,1942 . 
Early V-Mail sent by a civilian in Denver, Co through traditional civilian mail, franked 6 cents. Once in the 
Army Postal Service, three forwarding attempts were made and they did apparently locate Private Kavanaugh. 

" m " complete this 
another Page. 

on 
•• 

^ f • — M A I L 

-'*•••••-' 
To: Auckland, New Zealand. Posted in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on May 23, 1943 with a 6 cent air mail franking. 
Returned two days later marked, "Returned for Additional Postage". Civilian rate for US to New Zealand was 
the Clipper rate of 50 cents. Letter sent between military wives. 

1 0 3 9 5 1 0 3 S S 

^ j L y A M * ^ ^ 4 f A r ' ~ ^ 

0 j o 3 f J k J ^ ^ k S , 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
iRfQ.--ttttrc-—-

«TK 

V - M A I L 

Z f i ^ l L f ^ ? < y & ~ ~ 

A ^ y w ~ y * & • 

I'venumberedthe 

lettersbec„use o n M 

* m e o n another letter." 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

M u l t i p l e A d d r e s s C h a n g e s 

These two V-Mails showcase the effort made to deliver the mail to the serviceman. Interestingly, in this 
correspondence between two brothers, the sender and the receiver both changed addresses during the course of 
the mail delivery. a .... 

To: Private Rogers at A P O 668-NY, 86th Medical 
Battalion, Casablanca, Morocco. 
The 86th Battalion had shifted to the fighting 
underway, moving to Tunisia. 

Private Rogers was wounded, and sent to the 21st 
General Hospital in Oran, Algeria. 
He was transferred to Harmon General Hospital, 
Longview Texas . From Algeria to Texas, the 
mail was sent to Port of Embarkation, New York, 
and into the civilian postal system. 

Mail "Return to Writer, Unclaimed" and sent 
to sender in Denver, Colorado. 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL S E R V l < ^ E ' t 

OFFICIAL BUS! 

& & T A ^ 

T y * - ~ 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, S300 

A - A ^ y y ^ / ( 3 < r & ' -

„,. -••—^ 

MAAXAL 

L o u OS 

/ • 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 

/-MAIL SERVICE 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE. »300 

^ ™ * * M - P 4 T - T , 

y<>»^f 

A ^ t l o n . . p 0 7 t * e d S t t t e R - * "I do 
ho*>e<ohearfrom 

y°u soon" 

u i V 

Note how envelope is pulled open on the /fs 

right to expose the sender 's address. This was 
the A P O ' s common practice for Returned Mail. 

Reverse of envelope on the left reduced to 80% 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

R e s t r i c t i o n s o n O v e r s e a s S h i p m e n t s 

To keep mail cubic volume to a minimum, strict restrictions were set for packages: no more than 5 pounds and no 
more than 36" girth. Validator strikes were not normally found on V-Mail , were used to caution against making 
shipments requested in V-Mail , as restrictions applied to overseas shipments. 

for Z t e t H i n g ^ " s k i n g 
Jurjrom everyone / « /-„ • 

yours „ a s U ? ^ * " " * ^ 

->v-
- / - _ / ' / . Itn /lea.. - *•• 

/JL.,;. 4" <* **y£t 

«T> 

i£f MM ^/ 

L L V ^ V r ^ ^ e o f 
^isterine." \Jy J 

' ,v . . tnJUA -~> \** > 7 , ^ « / * * v /jyk 
*J0A.14 

f 

(CfNSOt'S SIAMU 

rV/. : 

I . " 

ii——i j 

4 t 
• ID.NI 

A second type of Validator strike, a 
modification to P.O.D. order #19687. 
Underlining and restricting the request. 

,»A 

yn*yZ^ . ry & 
\y***. * yy y 

.iai/ «£ - yy 
y* -£*»£», _, a.+.~y*~. ><~~ *~*- >i-.y~r 

/ v ~ ~ . a*.'' A/. 

,-.. ^ 
-Afe. ! 

^ >/> .^X. 
.vCeVav-r 

-y^ A 
•^^A^.*/ -y -• 

«*»*•/ a(vc 

-0U: A 

H-+^,^A j&yz*. y*r ,,.. .. 
/ j ^ - ^ a ^ V ^J£S. ^y/. 4* ->£.<* *̂-& -a- ,<**•--* 

~yy *A y, -^y ~~yzzr -~ - « f£~~ s 

*~zz»^, ^ ~~ *~~ J y * *~A^ 

-â aaaT a. *ai. ^*a. - ^ ' ^ - ^ ^ / ' i - ^ 
>— oea» a,;..' • i ..— i 
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5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

B . M a i l F o r w a r d i n g 

F o r w a r d i n g C o m p l e x i t i e s 

From Lebanon, this V-Mail between relatives is sent with Lebanese franking from a Charitable Mission in Beru i t , 
L e b a n o n . Written to Corporal Freidinger, A P O 73-SF, in Ba tangas , Phi l ipp ines . By the t ime the V-Mail got to him, 
he had returned to his home in Kentucky, and the V-Mail forwarded. This V-Mail made T h r e e O c e a n Cross ings . 

W.A^FQFlDllVGFa 

/\(viegitrap/ MlSSiOrV 

Pf/qoT.-i FAAiAy*SF mepum.ltl 

_ 

u 

2&4?£V#l!!. HOOP. UNfT: 

AP.Q*73-

-&ML-E&AW44$C4~ 

C&AA+AArjtC £j K*y.-

Rate: Airmail rated two 12'/2 p surcharged on 7 '/ip issues, and an overprinted 5p on 30c as Postal Tax. 

W a r t i m e Delivery Complex i ty : 
1st Ocean Cross ing - From Lebanon to N e w York APO, forwarded to San Francisco. 
2 n d O c e a n Cross ing - From San Francisco to the Philippines, where marked for forwarding to Kentucky. 
3 r d O c e a n Cross ing - Returned from the Philippines to Kentucky. 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

C . R e t u r n e d M a i l 

I n c o r r e c t A P O 

Limited mail sent to a serviceman survived, this V-Mail is an unusual one. Civi l ian c o m m e r c i a l ma i l sent with 
a most unusual franking of 3 cents by p ic tor ia l m e t e r tape . To Private Holliday with an not much of an address 
to go on. I n c o r r e c t A P O a d d r e s s i n g to Seat t le for soldier likely in Alaska , handstamped with "Incorrect A P O " 

S . M. W e l l s 

L i f a k C a s u a l t y I n s u r a : 

N a s h v i l l e , Term. 

V I f l M I L 

P r i v a t e Warsp#n E o l l i d a 
A S N 34125391, OPA 
2 . H . 4) '%'$ 
% P o s s t m a s t & £ \ ° * % ^ 
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V > x X \ 
A'A14'\ \ a 

V 
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O) )iun 'aassajppB aq) JO 6UJ)BJ JO >pej apnpuj p|noqs sa3JO-j paujjy aq) JO 
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5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

C . R e t u r n e d M a i l 

F o r w a r d i n g & R e t u r n e d 

M i l i t a r y a n d C i v i l i a n P o s t O f f i c e s 

Sent to the Army Financial Services of the British Expeditionary Forces in Cairo, Egypt. Civilian Cairo 

machine and handstamp arrival markings, and Egyptian Civilian censor, circled M. 

Marked "Return to Sender", returned via airmail, re-censored in U S by examiner #5868. 13 months transit. 

«they say this V-Mf 

is the quickest way 

p«8A||»p Maao^s -̂WJij-
'uoiiDuiisap aiu jo 

103 si;; jaijD pa/tojisop sq ||IM JDUISUO auĵ  (£) 
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juas puo apouj aq ||;M aSDSsaui aqj JO SAJJDSOU DiudDjSojoqd ajnjmuiuj D 'uojiajado 
ui si 4uaujdinba wiy-coiii. ajaijM sjujod 04 passajppo uatjyŷ  '$34043 pajiuf) |D4uau 
-|4uo3 Oifi 3pjs{no sasiQj pauuy jno jo puuosjad ai|4 IUOJJ puD 04 |IDUI JO 4t|SpM aqj 
*3npu pup ipj-Xfsip sooijjpadxa .sou. oijj apjAeud 04 ajqDjioAD si aoiAiag |!°VN"A 

/ 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

C . R e t u r n e d M a i l 

R e t u r n e d , N o t o n B o a r d 

M i l i t a r y a n d C i v i l i a n P o s t O f f i c e s 

These two V-Mails received endorsements from unsuccessful delivery attempts and were returned to the 
senders. Each V-Mail were directed to servicemen on civilian cargo ships, and the endorsements state, "Not on 
Board W a r Emergency Tanker" and "Not in Directory at Armed Guard Center, Brooklyn, New York." 

As this was civilian to civilian mail, there was a fee of 3c mailing. The top V-Mail has an additional 6c for 
airmail service from sender to the N e w York military gateway postal facilities. 

X ^ . y & ^ ^ U { ? & 
" ^ ha ' a ^T 

UJ UI (A 
-J • A 

,<<&* 

H. O *K 
h-<-t-<-' 

N<v 

X 
.A*' 

\c 

y . fj-t* ~^LS-# y r 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

C . R e t u r n e d M a i l 

H o s p i t a l i z e d , N o R e c o r d 

From A P O 218-NY, M y i t k y n a , B u r m a . U n i q u e form, p r i n t i n g on one side omi t t ed . To A P O 298-NY, 
Tidworth, England hospital, marked " H o s p i t a l i z e d " " N o t F o u n d " and then Returned to Sender. 

M y i t k y n a , B u r m a 

U n i q u e F o r m 

"Somewhere in Northern 

Burma on the Ledo Road" 

b y t h ^ l f t
r ° n t h e V - ^ l , n o t b , a c k e n e d 

Print th* complete .ddtest in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return adores. provided. Uie typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing it I 
Front 

• „rH/r̂ >, 
H**r-n«*r HU>I £?«,.£. 

A?.o. -z?r 

3/l?7;u 
'T°fr. Mrs. p y9"*' A&^hdm 

(SendC's sddre..) 
Af.e, *•/? 

^ytmv>y^rt-

Vo y&yP^ty!j..mAH. 

a-?, y&L. yyco yy*y 

ĉV2&»? 

£j- ^AAtA^ - c$A yU~ ~ * « ~~y of^y 

^&tA a~-y c * i ^ ! *> <y*^ja^ y^y « <y^yj~^y 
a^J *Ah< «• yA^-yyy ^ ^Cy yy ^y^y/ 
s,^j ys/wzvL, ^^y~^ut-/py^y/' <y^c-L^yy.-e^tHz^y^yy^r 

-fa ,<^-*~yy^ yyiL ^<y^& yy1*^^ 'gt~4 ̂ y^- sA#_ c 
^ yAc&. ^^»^y *y A<*^ y&Ay ^^A 
<*-<*y *y£is **"«- s^—isz^r^ yt^y,^ 

f^yt/ yyA^ * ^ ~ a ~ ^ £ ^ — - * • 

yazyj yyzfeiy yy&^ <̂  ^sy^^^' 
>^yAJ^yA>*i yZT^L/^,^^^ 

a^y ^y y6£& yyy/ u^^_^S ^ ^ ^ yyA ^ £jyr 

(J^y^ tA^*^~~ V • — M A I L 

-... ,_. 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

D . A l l i e d F o r c e s M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

U . S . & B r i t i s h M a i l H a n d l i n g 

T e b e s s a , A l g e r i a 

From: A P O 302-NY U.S. Army Coastal Artillery Unit 

Sent from an Army unit, this V-Mail was censored by an American Officer, but received a British handstamp 
cancel, from British Field Post Office Unit 289, part of the British 50th Infantry Division in Algeria. 

To expedite mail, cross-cancelling between British F.P.O.s and American A.P.O.s was done quite often. 

r..—aC„ -•nr ,.,— M—.--y-.atT..-..•..•-"•- ,.r • ,—-» ••• en i- ' '— ••• • 

s-7 /°. a . 3 oZ. y^v sH>sti^\sM* 

/y^Lyyyx^^^A/** <<y- Y-

V - M A I L 

* & ] & . 

I As **x ' \ 
U îktrttcfior, 

British 
Handstamp 
Cancel 

r ON ilHH3d INaHiyVdHa 3DIJJO J.SOd 

•(pajisap si |ieui JIP j.i 09 '|ieuu Aaeuipjo 
o£) S34<?J o|433ujop 40 piedajd sq 4snuj a6ej.sod SJSLJ+O Xq 4uas usq/yy 
•saojojj pauuy 344 JO sjaquisiu Aq a6i?4Sod j.o eajj 4uas aq Aeui SJ3443] |jejAj-^ (g) 

•43343 auo ueq4 ajoui 04JJM 04 ajjsap noA 41 4uas aq 4snuj 
J3443| |ie(A|-^ 34e?Ji?das e put? sdojaAua siq| ui paoejd aq 40U 4sniu sajnsojoug (^j 
•xoq Ja|4a| 433J4S JO dojp Ja44a| aoyjo j.sod Aue ui 4jsodap pue 'pas 'pjo-j (g) 

•ssajppi? pAe|sj JO OdV Pue 'psH^s+t5 H3!1.'* ° t +!un 

'sassojppe 344 j.o 6ui|r=j JO >juej epnpui ppoqs SSOJOJ paujjy au+ 40 sjaq 
-uiaui 04 sassajppy •papiAOjd spued 0M4 aq| ui ssajppe pue aiueu 044 l[\||yd (z) 
•saui| jeuiBjeui U1441M apis jaij|o 344 uo Ajupjd aBessauj ajijua ©LJJ. 3{.u^\ (|) 

SNOiionaisNi 
-a|qe|ieAe sueauj sno^ipadxa 4S0LU sq4 Xq IUJOJ. pui6uo Jjat]4 u; pa||iujsueJ4 aq |||M 
pa4ejado 40U si luauidmba uj|y.-ojoiiu ajaqM Sjuiod UJOJJ. JO 04 passajppe sa6essa^ 
*paJ3Ai|ap uaaq seq uoipnpojdaj aq4 Ja+J.e paAojjsap aq |JIM a&essaw pui&uo 
aqj_ "AjaAipp pue uo^anpojdsj JOJ. a|<p|iPAt? uoi|c?4JodsueJ4 snojiipadxa 4S0UJ 
aq4 Aq 4U3S pue apem aq JIIM aBessaiu 044 40 3Aj4e&au oiqdej&o4oqd ajrvfeiuiuj 
e 'pajejado si .[uauidinba UJJIJ.-OJOIUJ SJGIJM s4Ujod 04 passajppe uaq/y\ "534645 
pajjuf) |P4uaui|uoa aq.). apis4no saojo-j pauijy jno 40 puuosjad UJOJJ. pue 04 |ieiu 40 
iq&ia/A 344 saonpaj pue tp4edsip sno^ipsdxa 4SOUJ 344 sapiAOJd aaiAjag j.e|A(-A 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

D . A l l i e d F o r c e s M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

From: Digby Company, Nova Scotia 

U . S . & C a n a d i a n M a i l H a n d l i n g 

N o v a S c o t i a t o O k i n a w a 

To A P O 77-SF, on Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. This V-Mail was franked for Canadian Air Mail to San 
Francisco, to then use V-Mail service to Okinawa. The V-Mail was sent prior to U.S. V-Mail service authorized to 
and from Canada. V-Mail service was later approved for U.S. servicemen and Canadian soldiers attached to U.S. 

From: A P O 90-NY, 90th 
Infantry Division, at the 
t ime in Weiden, 
Germany to Canada 

Arrival cancel August 8, 
1945, Cambridge, Mass. 
With the war is over in 
Europe, this V-Mail is 
forwarded without 
franking to Canada. 

Unusual forwarding to 
another country of 
Army mail. 

t^JalaL 

' 

V - M a i l 

(F ^ ^ 

2 > ^ H M V A V I C I ' S C O 

Cp>)\$Q\yy\ h 

/ 

^ • ^ c ^ r A i - V s 

nil ii III 11 i IT iTfii 

Float -\t*f%.ts%y 
C^.lVO^in L i n . / 
HiS, cAztf&Lm. JtJBv ] 
Afin 7c $*T-m j_yg.. 'y 

IVATE USE TO AVOID 
ENT OF POSTAGE, SSOO 

W o 

^ ^ ^ 
HAVI TOU ratio M coetn 

AtWttU AT Wr 



5 . W a r t i m e V - M a i l D e l i v e r y 

D . A l l i e d F o r c e s M a i l P r o c e s s i n g 

C a n a d i a n M a i l H a n d l i n g 

From: Royal Air Force, 93rd Squadron, Algiers R A F A l g e r i a t o C a n a d a 
At onset, the V-Mail system was reserved only for U.S. Forces. Later extended to Allied Nations service personnel. 
This V-Mail is an example of the extended service. Sent by Canadian Pilot Officer Hunt, from Canadian Field Post 
Office 583. The V-Mail bears a Canadian Censor, likely by Office Hunt himself, with receiving in Byron, Ontario. 

AFTER j DAYS RETURN TO— 

fyH'l ^ i a - ^ E" 

r - E . . m . ft.r. 

V - M A I L 

fA . L ^ i W t J t -

\ y 

From: A P O 360-NY, 71st Infantry 
Division, France 

F r a n c e t o C a n a d a 
Captain Monachino, U.S. Army, just 
arrived in France, writing to his father 
in-law in Canada. 

V-Mail processed by the Canadian 
Forces, using a scarce Canadian 
Overseas S.C. 2 P.D. cancel, and 
received South Mountain, Ontario, 
Canada, March 17, 1945. 

This usage is a Canadian postal unit 
handling what is U.S. Army mail. 

H ^ ) Q * - K , > / • > • y.v-

V " - M A I L , % ^ 

c 

To: 

AliZ. dn0.js.Lir S U'- NoR-fiISt 

SouTH MO\A- NT/9tii 

OtiT rtfc.0 y-rflsl/hP ft. 

>/y 

v> • 0 s ' \ i*,><yvurAAvy±\ 

http://dn0.js.Lir


6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l M i s s i n g i n A c t i o n - P . O . W 

G e r m a n y 

I n t h i s s e c t i o n , R e a l i t i e s o f W a r , V - M a i l s t h a t i n d i c a t e " M i s s i n g i n A c t i o n " , " P r i s o n e r o f W a r " , 

a n d m a i l from r e f u g e e c a m p s , a s w e l l a s t h o s e m a r k e d a s c a s u a l t i e s a r e d i s p l a y e d . 

A P O 34-NY, 168th Infantry. Endorsed "Miss ing in A c t i o n " and later " P r i s o n e r of W a r . " These P.O.W.s were 
first he ld by the I t a l i an A r m y , later transferred to the G e r m a n A r m y . The Germans sent the P.O.W.s to Arvei t s 
K o m m a n d o s ( L a b o r C a m p s ) a t S ta lag VI I -A in Moosbe rg , G e r m a n y , then onto S ta lag I I -B in H a m m e r s t e i n . 

AFTER _i=2—DAyS RETURN 

"V ->/yy 

* v 8 A 

P r i s o n e r of -> 
W a r H a n d s t a m p 
A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 4 3 . 

- ra/iii 

OdO J£ 
pajdAjpp tiaaq soq i 

<<fc 

^ 

'UO!4DUjtS3p 344 4D 
SujpuodsdJJOd at|j J3{jD paAojjssp so, ||JM puiSuo aq| (g) 

•v.qpAua siq4 ui paaDp aq 40U 4sniu sajnsopug 
-p343|dujo3 sq 4snui uftpi 340JDCt3M> jasqs suo UDIJ4 3JOUJ puss 04 psjissp si 41 J| (*/) 

JO *ifa|iojaTj3j SÔJJO 4sod AiiD uf&hpjpuD 'pas 'suojiamisu; 04 SuipjoaaD pp j (g) 
'*•*"'.. I "pspiAOJd spuDd OM4 

a<|j urjtfafJjSB)* &ua^ONIlN!yd 'aWWauftjouipio UD ppo/v\ noA SD Apoxa ssajppy (3) 
!| 3|qnop aqj Mqfaq apis jaqjo aqi uo 3&DSS3UI 3JJ4U3 3i|4 3JIJ/W ( 0 

lO l lDn^lSNI 
'SpD|IDAD SUD3UI 

cno|4jpadx3 isoui sti4 Aq IUJOJ puiSuo Jisiji ui paitjiusuDJj -so, ||IM uojiDiado ui 
40U s; 4U3uidinba UJJIJ-OJDIUJ sjaqM sjuiod IUOJJ JO 04 passajppDO&Dssayry *Ai3A;pp 
puo uoipnpojddJ JOJ 3|qD|iDAD uo;4D4JodsuDJ4 p UJJOJ snot|4!p3dx3 4S0UI 3i|4 Aq 
iaas puD apDui aq ||;M S&DSSSUJ aqt p SÂ DSSU aiqdDiSoioud SJÎ DJUJUJ D 'uo^Djado 
in « 4U3iudmba IU|U-OJ3IUJ SJ3UM sjuiod 04 passdjppo uaq^ "534045 pajiup) piuau 
-iftios ai|4 apisjno saa.oj pauijy jno p puuosjad sq4 UJOJJ puD 04 |JDUI jo iijSiaM aqi 
aanpaj puo ip4Dd$fp snojtipsdxa isotu 311.4 apiAOJd 04 a|qo|jDAD sj SSIAJSJJ |.DWA 

4- Miss ing in 
Act ion 
H a n d s t a m p 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l P . O . W . - D e c l a r e d M i s s i n g 

B e l g i u m 

V-Mai l to Serv icemen , R e t u r n e d : 
To: A P O 4 4 3 - NY. The 106th Infantry Division, shortly after arriving in the European Theater of Operations. 
These inexperienced troops, located in quiet section of Belg ium, were routed by the German offensive in the 
Bat t le of t he Bulge on D e c e m b e r 16th, 1944, the 422nd and 423rd Regiments were forced to surrender. Private 
Kattman was in the 423rd, p a r t of app rox ima te ly 6,500 US t r o o p s c a p t u r e d in t he Schnee Eifel sal ient . 

Dec la red Miss ing F e b r u a r y 7 ,1945 . This V-Mail to his last known address. 1 he enc/ov st r 

l s roturno,,,. V~M<*U lette 

B a t t l e o f t h e B u l g e 

» m jWejew mmA* Winn em a— ywn mum m*m j—*- •*»-..•• ••aaee.eej — aa** .»-— 

luVti.C.. /zr Q„. #*? Jtr.fXif d^cKA 

:jA-¥i3 A****' 
Vre&lt***.. fry 

^ W * ^ d f - JP/AAS-

returnedh Ul 

shown..," t t h e address 

U ^ e n v e i o p e t e x t 

/ ^ ^ -AA /L*/, ^<A/*A^yzC-

- / I r - , « 
• ^ - ^ r 

i-^AAt^- *»**>** +y~£*_. A'*z*-y7~, 

if* «» ' '.a' 

>^y ** AL~*C' 

J&AZ- -*A*AA 

*+*. 

\Ah< 

a i T 

V-Mai l r e t u r n e d in a n Overs ized Enve lope 
developed jus t for this purpose (top). 

Or ig ina l envelope handstamped " R e t u r n to 
S e n d e r " and noted " M i s s i n g 2-7-45" signed 
"Gilbert Maisus, Capt." (lower). 

EMBAirKATiOK Aft*". Ft ST tffttE 
V-MAIL SECTIOr 
NEW YORK. N./ 

LfHlLTT FOe. laatVATE U**€ TO a»C Z 
("AYKENT O* Pe»T«6eL. «»«X 

OFFICIAL BUSIN1 

r W ^ ^aajagy g y ^ 
* - . 5 £ a : 

THE INCLOSED V-MAIL LETTER IS 
RETURNED BECAUSE IT WAS UNDE 
LlVERABLE AT THE ADDRESS SHOWN 
OR TO WHICH rORWARDED. 

2&*t*l 

v _f • K 
1,ff¥a-

WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Penalty for Private use 
to avoid payme»t of postage, $300. 

'ee~ "' f 
—a«a»»»lf̂ WW|il.i iiiini^iiii-fijtr-frt-ai^/ « < y 

^rf* . 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l R e f u g e e C a m p M a i l 

E x t r i c a t e d J e w i s h & A l g e r i a n C a m p 

C a m p f o r E x t r i c a t e d 

J e w i s h R e f u g e e s 

makes them feel liketney 

in heaven." 

A P O 554, North Africa N A J E M Refugees -> 

This group took care of Jewish refugees that 
had be "extricated" from many European and 
African countries or Displaced Persons Camps. 

r. 
WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMEN 
V—MAIL SERVI 

^Uji&t. M&AL/U A/err, *AX. 
3 9 SM £>ac-rti^nuA& 

ViP.itS-tAj<jt 

<Up_ilAAlU 

i ^ j f e M l t y OHKKTMAS ACJKXt THt M I H S . 
j J **] IHPKfe' cm vis 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

s 

0 
y 

(u war Sarwlee Aidaa.Hothare Dept, Tha tadueational Alllano., 197 aeaat Broadway k . York City 

kordeoel Kaaalcr JDC | 
•Am • RaVOtNa S3CT. 
APO tSr^'Hr1 

July 20. 1*44. 

Berth Africa. 
u»ar rrienda, 

eSarUty ttala eXtarnooa two Alliance boya can. lntomy office a half hour apart having beard that I aaa la ttala area. «a bad a wonderful reunion and 
teal].?*. 2tr̂ r .all *MW Ôsai tV.li.SB -SereV V..*;, r 111̂11 rtlOT.el BalrOv. v tsM relllltfauv, ittld 
th. <-aat Side, and Hanry Street Sattlaaaant. 

I aa luting tha boja adaraaa to aaa whether you have then on TOUT Hat aa Alliance boya. If you haven't pie,a. add than. It would ba nloa If thay could receive one of your "feeaoua ' paakacaa. Thay axpact to ba moving froa tale area aoon. eo tha aoonar you eend lt, tha batter for thea. 
Hope you ara all wall and continuing your hoepltabla work. Let tea know what la now with you and good luck to all. If you have on your Hate any boya who ara In APO 694 or APO 612 let eta hare thalr full najaee and military addreeaea and I will try to aaa thaw. If I can. 
Tha boya that I aaar here ( tha 2 mentioned above and othere ) arai 

Maurice "lond, SSI loth •nglneere, APO Pa «TC 
Jaak Ooolet S a/2, l). I Cotoatla, aOC 6, flaet PO, IT - 3 Div. y/S 
Ralph Oaldea - 12187738, MO Slg. Sar. Co., APO 612 1* K \^y 
Horria Kanoble, Hq. Co. AF . APO 612 . PV IT (/"̂  
Irwin Levy, 121*6409, 849 S I S. APO 634 W at L*" 

It aaa avail to ipand time with each of thoae fallowa and to hear them tall of the fun that thay have in receiving newe from hone, or an oot-aalonal panel, "ha boya taara raally all thay nead hero. It la Juat tha Idea of raaalvlcs eonothing from lav York that aakae than feel thay ara in "Heaver,*. 
And thut after all la part of tha job that you are doing to wall, eo 1 

know you won't let thaea fallowa down. 
Regarda to all tha mambara of tha club. If you find tha tlaa, I'd appraa 

tat' hearing of your aujaaar'i ectlvniee. 

A 

Oood luck and good bye i*~i \LJL>A-

R e f u g e e C a m p f o r 

Y u g o s l a v i a n N a t i o n a l s 

<-Algerian Refugee Camp 

From: Col. Emge, a U.S. Public Health doctor, 
APO 399-NY located at Maison Blanche Airport, 
Oran, Algeria. 

Before being admitted to the U.S., refugees had to 
pass strict physical examinations. This explains 
the presence of a US officer at the "Yugoslav 
Refugee Camp BNAF" December 1944. 

http://tV.li.SB


6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l P . O . W . M a i l 

N o r t h A f r i c a 

V-Mail to Servicemen: 

Redirected V-Mail written to Private Foster, 34th Infantry Division, which at the t ime was located in Omagh, 
North Ireland. V-Mail envelope indicates Air Mail service requested for air delivery within United Kingdom. 

By the time the V. Mail caught up with the unit, now in North Africa, Private Foster had been declared 
P.O.W. at the hands of the Axis troops, and the V-Mail returned, with 166 day transit time. 

T i m e l i n e o f V - M a i l t r a n s i t : 
• Sent from Churchville, VA December 12, 1942 
• United Kingdom Cancel December 24, 1942 
• Redirected in Africa April 6, 1943 
• Handstamped P.O.W. May 19th, 1943 
• Returned to Sender May 27th 1943 

WAR BEPT., A.G.O. 

Data • 
WUSOrIBB OP WAR. 

/ * * v V 

H a n d s t a m p o n E n v e l o p e F r o n t : 

"...Regretted this item could not be delivered as the 
addressee has been repor ted . . . " this portion 
blackened. 

Aajaiian̂ al̂ Titiaâ r̂,. n„ tetane— 
SWrmTtmt taa-a, »•>, Halle k"a« aaaaVa. 

i 
faint i ft 'fl*' Y' 

f 6 AVR 1 9 4 3 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l 
P . O . W . M a i l 

G e r m a n C a m p S i l e s i a , P o l a n d 

To P O W camp for Allied Air Forces Officers, Stalag Luft III, Sagan, Oberschlesien. Sagan (now Zagan, in 
Silesia, Poland) is located about 100 miles from Berlin. Handstamped "Unmailable" and Returned with 
manuscript, "No V-Mail to P.O.W." There was no such regulation in place. 

S^/^STP/dAJi/ ^TATI 

s o r y/yiw 

V - M A I L 

7 * IJ; Ja/V/v / 0 7 7v7rsV'?7c' 

$7yU.yq6 /,&/rr J <j£rrsr)y>Ny 

y}^ /rj=w U&KK, /v*w y »** 

E-E.T8Z;—9t 
(pajisap si |jDUi JID j; 39 '|jDiu 

AjDUjpio D£) saiDJ 3j4S3Uiop ,D pjDda.d aq isniu sBDjsod sjai|40 Aq luas usu^ 
•sao.oj pauuy sij, jo sjsqiuaiu Aq a6Djsod jo aajj 4U3S aq ADUI sja,,a| |!Dy^-^ (£) 

'laaijs auo UDI|4 ajoui 34UM 04 aj;sap noA j; (uas aq 4$niu 
13443] |!Oyy-^\ 34DiDdas D puD adojaAua sii|4 u; pa?D|d aq 40U isntu samsopu^ '*,) 
xoq J344a| 43314s io doip J3443| 33J4JO 4$od AUD UJ 4isod3p puo 'pas 'p|oj (£) 

ssajppD pAD|<g io OdV PUD 'pa43D<lD H3!HM 

04 4|un 'asssajppD ai|4 jo 6UJ4DJ JO >|UDJ apnpuj p|noi)s sas.oj panuy 3i|4 jo 
sjaquiaui 04 ssssajppy pepjAO.d sjauDd 0M4 ai|4 UJ ssajppD puD auiDU 3i|4 J^ iy^ (3) 
saujj |DUI6JDHI UJL|4!M 3p;s J3i|40 ai|4 uo AjuiDjd 36DSS3IU 3J|4ua si|4 94HAA, (i) 

S N o u ^ n a i S N i 
3|qD|jDAO SUD3UI 

snoj4;p3dxa jsoui 344 Aq WIOJ |DUI6UO j;ai|4 UJ pa44ru.suD.14 aq ||JM pa4DJ3do 40U s; 
4U3iudmb3 ui|!j-oJDiui 3J3UM siuiod IUOJJ io 04 psssajppD saSDSsayyj pa.aAjjap 
ussq SDI| uo|43npojd3J 3i|4 J34JD paA0J4sap aq ||;M 36DSS3UI |DU;6UO aij^ 'AjaAjjap 
puD uoijDnpo.daj JOJ ajqD|iOAD u014Dl.10dsuD.14 snoiijpadxa 4S0111 ai|4 Aq \ues 
puD apDui sq ||JM a6DssauL3i|4 jo ftA|4D63u DiijdDj6o|oijd ajniDiuiui D 'pa(Disdo 
SI 4U3Uldjnb3 ni|iJ-<-»iiM |̂aia.|^ tiinnrl 04 paSSBjppD uaijy^ S34D4S p3J|Uf| 
|D4U3Uj4U03 ai|4 i3r"l"3iiwiaa""r' I p a " " y •"" f puuosjad uioij puD 04 fjDUl JO 
4ij6|3M ai|4 sasnpaj pi "1 lfi|—'*;p—Hlf""1"/< 3i|4 sspiAOjd SOJAJŜ  jjDyy-^ 

**co%yJ. 

http://pa44ru.suD.14
http://u014Dl.10dsuD.14


6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l P . O . W . C a m p M a i l 

T e x a s & C a l i f o r n i a 

This section provides a stark look at the Realities of War, detailing those realities, locations and some quotes. 
V-Mail to Servicemen: 
To: A P O 7-SF, 32nd Infantry Regiment, at this time on Okinawa, about six weeks after landing. From a 
Guard Detachment at a P .O.W. Camp housing German Soldiers in Brady, Texas. Sent May 14, 1945. 

overjhopeitvon a y s 0 

off drinking w a u ^ ^ 

about it?' 

V - M A I L 

fire. d o # M ZfiKow$K/-v*mste 

S/9A/ fikr9A/c/scQj oMfr. 

J a p a n e s e I n t e r m e n t 

C a l i f o r n i a 
T o N e s e i S o n 

i n P h i l i p p i n e s 

Next Page: To a Nesei Serviceman from his mother in a Japanese Internment Camp, written in Japanese -> 
Mrs. N. Tsuchida, interned in the Relocation Center at Tule Lake, California writes this V-Mail in Japanese to 
her son Jack Tsuchida in the Philippines Military Intelligence (XY Section). This was an extremely dangerous 
assignment for a Nisei, an American born of Japanese ancestry. It was also a most unusual assignment for a Nisei 
to be sent to the Pacific area, as most Nisei had been sent to Europe with the famed 442 Infantry Battalion. Censor, 
"Referred to District Censor by US Military Authorit ies" for language, examined and sent. 



Print the complete address in plain block tetters in the panel below, and your return address in the space 
provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is not suitable. 

'rom 
To 

7 / 3 ATAJCA [iucM.dn 

XA J5ec. . flf>0 is~ 

C . I . - - P . 
(CENSOR'S STAMP) 

AY 71 
/ 

Z//ry?/ </y? 
(Sender's name) 

3'9yy~~y? 
(Sender's address) 

A i ^ / / . Aa//A 

_ i 
'^A-

/9<Ay- / 
(Dofe) 

4 ^ y s £ ^ ^ * ^ ~ ^ ^ ^ " ^ - * * ' — ^ v c ^ A v i ^ ^ ^ v ^ r ^ 5 c ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ t S > ^ ^ * V ^ ^ - & ^ . ^ * v & ^ - : , y ^ ^ ( 

/ 
/ 
/ 

H - < * 5 r i 

/ 
-o 

^ v» v< * £ £ .i t - . ^ ^ \\ v - , < i ^ r - ^ v " ^ A £ ^ *• * J ^ *-, •. v ^ s 

- ^ ^ ^ r i ^ ^ c T * - N» * > * fc fc ^ g T v . W ^ ^ / ^ - / ^ C ^ ^ -

• - 4 i ; . . . . y - - \ SE ^ ^ j U ^ ^ 
: - H * ^ i 

• f ^ w ~ -

^ r ^ - v c ^ -

V - - M A I L 

N»\^ -t> 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 1 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l C a s u a l t i e s 

O k i n a w a 

K i l l e d I n A 

< y r g ^ J ' e f / A 

L T I n f 

Wartime death of soldier Edward Alboroni 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r in V - M a i l C a s u a l t i e s 

O k i n a w a & M o r e 

Careful Communicat ions: 
On a single V-Mail envelope, eight handstamps trace the communicat ion related to the wartime death of soldier 
Edward Alboroni; most notably the Killed in Action. 

Note the long time, from January to June 1943, to return the V-Mail with the official notice on scanned envelope. 

D E C E A S E D 
0. F. ROSS 

n r s 

Scan of Reverse of Envelope, prior page at 80%. 
Death Edward Alboroni acknowledged by D.F. Ross. 

Dated October 29, 1944 
V-Mail Delivery Envelope 
used in the United Kingdom. 

"Deceased" Signed 
si/ Wilbur V. Duffel, Captain 
A P O 655, France 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Penalty for Private «« 
O avn.d payment of pontage. $300. 

WAR a NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V—MAIL SERVICE 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS , 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300 

<- Dated June 15, 1945 
Hawaii 15 B P O 
relays another 

Okinawa casualty. 

"Deceased" Signed 
Vincent de Paul Britt 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l C a s u a l t i e s 

O k i n a w a 

To: A P O 96-SF, 381st Infantry, 96th Infantry Division, Private Virgil L. Thompson, on Okinawa. July 1, 1945. 
This V-Mail reached his unit, where Lieutenant Smith had to apply the endorsement, "Deceased." 

FROM8/;-p^ / -_* 

V - M A I L 

t r • = \ 
TO: ' ' 

.— r - a——?•—; 

,VlK Jx.—~ ~ o 'yfJZS" 

V / * . - • • / , (!».<. yf/yH( J 
\hoUU 

V-Mail service provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a 
place where photographing service is not available the original letter will be 
dispatched by the most expeditious means. 

I N S T R U C T I O N S 

(1) Write the entire message plainly on the other side within marginal lines. 

(2) Print the name and address in the tjadfsgifgiĵ pTtQvided. Addresses of members 
full i)3hei*&J-»iT.plete military or naval of the Armed Forces should sh 

"address, including grade or rad .bar.-Wiit to which assigned or 
attached and army post offic«!5| c*#/e of the appropriate postmaster or 
appropriate fleet post office. \ # \ r I ^ W o ! 

(3) Fold, seal, and deposit in any posMSMkt?Jettec'qt^p or street letter box. 
êW> ft 

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in 
(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces. 

When sent by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 
mail, 6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.) 

POaT OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 1 

file:///hoUU


6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l 

APO-4994 N Y First Special Service Force, Italy 

W a r C a s u a l t i e s 

I t a l y 

Private Lewis J. Christiansen, part of the First Special Service Force, attached to the US VI Army Group. In late 
1943 the unit was clearing Mount La Defense on Highway 6, on the way to Rome. Heavy fighting was 
recorded in this area. Under the blackout you can see "Missing" later changed to "Deceased". 

flm M- kwi'i J- lev-Vivea-ar* mt<M» 
Javrltt ».'>-.w«.aJi . tV«. •*.. 
'HIT tf axial >trnu Pevca. 
% raa>r*«.»ter _ 
H»a» t«-K, ¥ V-

Ww.irniil rbniria 

'•""•j 'i **-,- -n 
r^JU-

"*•*. -y~— *-/*A -wtaaaavay atwySW y**>*~ V. 

t-y **+y *****. —a.e.< a*-*/ y..+y 

_ . .a .. •". ... - I*t 

**? ataCaaaaV </axfcy /«-"«-
S*S~y*A ,? ^^^^ ^ ^y, 
S~?AU*_ a W ^ . ^ ' 

•ae>a£̂ea7«a*ew_ , af.ie/ at.' .,,, ̂ "- ,"• 

r V .*>•->€. C -awi*aJ*̂ fc •yaaaA. ytt.t.< ~AU i. •••«»TKa 
/a?. 

I* aaaeTeaatBaa atfaiit. 

s^fttz**. yJ~-Jk'*-yy*yi*<- *~~ J**** *"** y-A>»*s~~r<T _ i •- ~/j/4< *y. AL~U *^.-. :£ 
<leu, aea* re... 

•»"'/*" 

f*-w ,. ..aerl .̂ - ... ., "A- JI£ yW 

. j-** y £ idA -> -

â /̂ UJBa, -e*^ si/At* /-a* 
, ^ >. , ^yJAjitx^y^i^^^.^ 

I a> e'leataVet. »-U. aâv -*>•. J. .<•„, Ji/â Ca-
aaM. ete«* P^ gfl •«•!• <—>•• » i f « a •«•«._ 
yj^ aalVa. -<.*. .̂VaaaC ^^Xti ~+* cA*~- ««* i./.tl.. 1/"—% /*" ***** *̂"** ' 

.«•««»> âeM. ,+ ,.e.A ^Ot, *aaav̂ U »" e.aiaa.1 -
a _• a . -—a —at. 

-y.im,iK..4f 

WAR 8s N i v Y ^ t f ^ / 
D E P A R T M S ^ t g f ^ i ^ 
V-MAIL SERVICE 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, *300 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

<- Under Black 
Marking, "Missing' 

Signed Off -> 
"Deceased" by 
unit Captain 

K T 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l 

APO-629 N Y Chabua, India, 1st Ferrying Group, 3rd Squadron—CBI. 

W a r C a s u a l t i e s 

I n d i a 

Private Sims, possibly involved in the "Over the Hump" resupply operations has correspondence initially 
marked "Missing". The erasure on reverse and flap missing by the envelope window indicate status changed to 
"Deceased". Correspondence marked with four separate handstamps. 

Sent in unique envelope with no printed indicia, handstamped: "War Economy. Please Return this Envelope 
to Nearest APO. V . . . . M a i l " . This is the only known envelope of this type. 

V-Mail written with unusual sideways orientation. 

* w -

&-»~*yy y^ ut.**—, *£& ̂ t j^. 

•*-*AUO **-•»-> <x^M ait^to MA~e~£z+*u. £J5L*. 5rJ. 

Z->~~£ u^JuJ <»JJ cL*~ ̂ t Al*;kAA*yt-
*•> <^yt <^L, ^ ^Lu. j-JAAdr^ 

"£*--«- £a*J *~JL 'i'-^i e^tu**> Al I*"* 

AT**' ^ A l 7 ^ ' h £m^fta J * 

•yL. , ^ ^ ^ - v 

E ~ . . 
-6y4 

\ \ \ > x ' 

^ x i * * ^ ^ ^ - i ^ i t z r ^ 

«t-

HOHMAK S. LAKE, 
Capt., 3rd ^errying Sq., 
20 May, 1943. 

Envelope Reverse at 80% 

THIS ENVELOPE TC4 NEAREST A. P. o. 

' % • ' H A l h 1 . 0 . 0 . 

CASUALTY STATUS VBRWD5" 

W \ L C . U X t J ^ ~ o r < w ^ T - " 

^ e ^ J -P*5* V—' p e t e 

Careful verification of Status Provided 
As shown on envelope. 

On Reverse: Three signed verifications 
Typewritten marking under black may say 
"Missing". May, 1943. 

On Front: Casualty Status verified as 
Missing. November , 1943. 



6 . R e a l i t i e s o f W a r i n V - M a i l W a r C a s u a l t i e s 

G u a d a l c a n a l , S o l o m o n I s l a n d s 

V-Mail to Servicemen: 

To: Lt. Sullivan, Marine Pilot in VMSB-141, based in Guadalcanal from September 23, 1942 to November 19, 
1942, using the Marine Corps Mailing System, U S M C 760. 

~~. '"-1, Ma,—-. Barbara » oore Lt. P.C. Sulllvan.U.s.k.C. 
U.S.*. C. Unit So. "60. 

(ciNSoei STA.tr 

'^ ***£*« . uatmaatflr.San Francisco 
'eallrornla 

*>* "Va««!S***ro' 
California 
HOT. 7,lMr 

Saturday,Nov.7, '4p 
Dear Sully, 

How*s the Marine? Or should I aay "Hoy are the Marines'-" 
uaddy received your last letter,and we aure were glad ~o hear 

from you. 
Since I'm talcing typing at "Ye olde High School," I deolded 

to type this letter. 
..Inter sure came quick to our "little village." You'd think lt'd been 
snowing,the iuy the froat lays Itself on the ground in the morning. 
Evelyn,Betty Jean, anril went out Hallowe'en from 10:00 to 12:00 fm M. 
Boyl Did we have fur.l *e dumped garbage cans, turned over furniture. 
Took down washings on the lines, rang doorbells, played treat or trick, 
put flo.era pots in fish ponds, and dug "P "private driveway" signs 
and put them in people's hedges blocks a".y. 

B. J. went to the aho> last nlte ith Kalph, and boy, have I been 
kt-1 -In.7 her. 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V--MAIL SERVICE 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, S3QO 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

USMC Rt.P*g> t 

This envelope handstamped, " U S M C Reports Undeliverable" February 20, 1943. The removed flap, used 
to find sender 's address, suggests that Lt. Sullivan was an early war casualty. 

http://STA.tr


7 . V - M a i l U s e - M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s . a P r o m o t i o n 

A . A r m y , A r m y A i r C o r p s , A m e r i c a ! D i v i s i o n C e l e D r a & l c e l a n c i 
Army w 

G r e e t i n g s f r o m M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s : 

A r m y A P O 777-NY 15th in Florence, Italy 

E a s t e r 

A r m y A P O 860-NY in Reykjavik, Iceland 

P r o m o t i o n 

A i r F o r c e A P O 634-NY (Army Air Corps) 

US 8th in Wellingborough, England 

V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y 

A r m y A m e r i c a l D i v i s i o n A P O 715-SF 

Bougainville, N e w Caledonia 
C h r i s t m a s 

E a s t e r 

Army in Italy 



V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y 
A , r ^ r c e in England 

A r m y , A r m y A i r C o r p s , A m e r i c a l D i v i s i o n 

Handwritten to Artistic, 
V-Mail Greeting Popular Benefits: 

• Reduced Censor Concerns 
• Quickly Processed 
• Boosted Morale 
• Celebrated War Artist Talent 

Christmas 
A " « y America! I n 

N e ^ Caledonia 

" " • ^ - ^ - e . 

^ 2 ^ 5 * . 

- • • ^ * ^ 

From: A P O 716 - SF -> 
From the Americal Division 

Bougainville, New Caledonia 

The Americal Division of the United States 
Army was formed in the immediate emergency 
following Pearl Harbor, to defend N e w 
Caledonia against a feared Japanese attack. 

The Americal Division—the name being a 
contraction of "American, New Caledonian 
Division". 

I 0 t 

S H x j 

" " " S S n J . ' * 



7 . V - M a i l U s e - M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s 

B . N a v y , N a v y C o n s t r u c t i o n B a t t a l i o n s ( S e a b e e s ) , C o a s t G u a r d 

G r e e t i n g s f r o m M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s : 

N a v y U S S Reuben James DE 153, A Destroyer Escort 

O n c o n v o y e s c o r t t o t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n 

r / e ^ o r , Hawaii T e m t o n , 

N a v y C o n s t r u c t i o n B a t t a l i o n s — S e a b e e s 
US Navy 128 Advanced Base Construction Depot 
Pearl Harbor, The Hawaii Territory 

C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g 

N a v y C o n s t r u c t i o n B a t t a l i o n s — S e a b e e s 

U S Navy 128 Advanced Base Construction Depot 
Pearl Harbor, The Hawaii Territory 
M a i l G r e e t i n g : K e e p ' E m F l o w i n g 

C o a s t G u a r d USS Tanney—WPG 37 

U.S.C.G. Patrol Gunboat #37 

O n p a t r o l d u t y , H o n o l u l u a r e a 

N a v y D e s t r o y e r 

O n the Mediterranean 

ae^-^^A^' 
Jjmr* 

fai Y»f riu 

0 s£ At*-/' 

y / ~ * £ A £ ~ Z f > A > A 

utm vd 

* > • t % £ » * * * * * * 

JkmrM VIA* 

' " • " r C t A M ^ ~ 4 L B M ^ 

v i/ 

a M A I L 

^issfttsr" 

Ws*J»SA* GfA**. 
AmSy?<?yf*es/t***' 
bfess y^ysV'&yty'-

UNTO m m «AVT 

; A B E E S J L 

T h e S e a b e e s - W h a t i s i n a N a m e : 

The word Seabee comes from the initials of 

Construction Battalion, (C.B.), of the U.S. Navy. 

The Seabees have a history of building bases, 
bulldozing and paving thousands of miles of 
roadway and airstrips, and other construction 
projects beginning with World War II. 



W a , — - • • — • — 

S e a b e e ' s M a i l G r e e t i n g 

On Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory 

n s s T a n e y - W P G 3 7 -> 
r s m C G f a t r o l " u n b o a t # 3 7 
O n p ^ r o l d u t y , Hono lu lu a r e a . 

. . u s S Taney was moored 
A former Navy ship, U . ^ - T h e s h i p 

w a s transferred to t h e . C o g ^ ^ h 

1942. V - M a i l f rom t h e v.o«* 
difficult to locate. 

_. G r e e t i n g M a i l R e q " 6 5 * 
^ W a r A r t e G « « * » g e ^ 
is another - o r a l e boos t e r ^ ^ 

T h e V -ma i l service e n c o u r a g e r a t h e r 

t h a n d i scourage mai l . 

C o a s t G u a r d 

in Honolulu 

lOAf ill. 
AHtJUr&gAl^^ 
4/10 

WJ, 

•A. la, f^y,trtt 

^ k 
KMrM/X<?~*tff>, 

&iAv7=frjAtcASC« 
tJS-rt. laail OcT-avr-aVat 

/ Aa- ~V » J I - y . a. . -

UOaii T * Y <^AJAJMU^ ojb^ J LjTiyMJ 

t*-iAraW O^Ji . . „ 

* J ^ « ' 3 7 J W C ^ e ^ G ^ 

llatwa*!- a>«T«L/ i * aa) *̂"***«- ^ / * - ^ - ' *^Vi * t ^ ^ 

tyUL-VU W**JLif. J . L4 . ^ U a ^ U l v U v c l a a W ^ V ^ 
^ 3 * ( ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Aet^df SL 

, • 4 ^ 4 



7 . V - M a i l U s e - M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s 

B . U S N a v y 

S e a b e e s 

W a r A r t i s t B r o u w e r G r e e t i n g 

Us* typewriter, dark Ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is wot suitable for photographing. 

TO: 

{CENSOR'S STAMP) 

FROM 

Naval Construction 

e/o Fleet Post Office 
Stui Francisco, Calif. 

\ % D k t t 

II. A. B. PRINT SH ,P 



7 . V - M a i l U s e b y M i l i t a r y B r a n c h e s 

C . U S N a v y , C i v i l i a n U s e 

C O N U S U s a g e 

C a r g o S h i p M a i l 

V-Mail generated from Civilian use would generally run through the Army Post Office with franking. These were 
not. Civilian to Civilian, with Airmail franking and a U.S. Navy Z - Type cancel and British franking example. 

r\iL.e^ M/cHf^d 

Y 

I Z O ^ D ^ K E / \ V E N U E 

C / j u r o ^ m y U.S./). 

Niles, Michigan: 
Naval Installation 

Sent Civilian to Civilian 
with US Navy cancel 
within Continental U.S. 
(CONUS). 

Used like a letter sheet, and 
not filmed, sent by a crew 
member on a cargo ship. 
Posted with 2 Vid in 
Southhampton, England. 

\ 

V - M A I L 

*£ ^y.z 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

World War it truly was! In this section, V-Mails and mailed V-Mail forms are organized to showcase the i m m e n s e 
geograph ic foo tpr in t of t he w a r . Covering specific geography, the V-Mails here were selected to show the extensive 
geography of troop locations served by V-Mail . These V-Mails are organized by the military theaters of operation. 

Selection of V-Mail shows used the criteria of 
showing worldwide coverage, but allowing the 
more elusive locations, where mail service was 
challenging, to be highlighted. 

I A.,s Povrata 400 Ui 

I I Meat 

Swade 

• Major h t"(... 
N Iraland Estonia 

Finland 

Soviet Union 

° - ^ ^ * " M Belgium 
NomwaMy Battle c 

B... Poland 
Germany He; 

Czechoslovakia 
Switzerland *"* *» Hungary 

Ukraine 

Stalingrad Aug 21. 1*42-Jen 31. ie« 

Caucasus 
Romania 

Portugal 
Yugoslavia 

Aioenu 
Bulgaria 

Turkey 

Morocco 
Kaetartn* Pa**;., k 
F*0. 14-22. 1»4I>W ) _ , 

TuSIBr™ 
French 
North 
Africa 

Greeaa --"< 
*S jT> Syria 

• Crate . Cyprus 

I c e l a n d V - M a i l L e t t e r 

& C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g 

a. .aa— - a— ""' rS" *"v??SS-l» 
art- •» "-̂ 2â rKe. ****•.'" •*" 
",»? aa. eaaaara-a.. ^ 

iCWalR 



E n g l a n d a n d I r e l a n d 

I n c o m i n g M a i l : 
How long can you carry all the letters and V-Mails from home in your duffel bag? 

Few V-Mails to Servicemen have survived. 
These two sent without censoring. 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

I c e l a n d A P O 860-NY Reykjavik - Greeting 

A P O 610-NY Meek Army Base 

E n g l a n d A P O 149-NY in Sunninghill 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d A P O 153-NY Bangor 

T y p e d c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
a challenge to read 
without magnification. 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d F r a n c e 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

From A P O 230-NY, H Q 1st US Army, sent from Normandy, France. 

Cpl. Veale is under fire. 81st Chemical Battalion was one of the D-Day invasion units. HO-Rear of the 1st 
Army, from Bristol, England where the mail was processed. 

N o r m a n d y I n v a s i o n 

D - D a y I n v a s i o n U n i t 

O m a h a B e a c h 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICJr^ A ^ A 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, S3QO 

GJ 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS tf> 

£ j U U 5 V* 
430PM . ^ 

"u, 

t^/p^ss /A~yS*y 
ttrr.aa.ai/ 'y*/*/vrio 

+ 4 
r-aav 

/ 
from? . / 

tfatf Uy/rtmU 
(S. £*?/&>* y?~ 

/ 
y~A~ S <?*-

yy*<r* /*7o*7. ttp, •+ &yy y 
&*>*•* SS^f^ yoa- /«iv/, 6CAA>/6 ATO&AyfAf? ,*<<//%'" 

y/mcA afo'~f /be*-*., e?sy jt c-m-sv //ecus jsrve yAl*. sXe//i 
U*Ay3?r>9 <f"AA, &J1 /y*y 6*v***'r<y 7»«* yvcA o-
j*, <y,c~~ y A~y A*4e.. c~»**. «-*/* S.~? »•* x 
C++J y+~e yyA~n e*>Ai>~J74i ''A <"<y-

r *s*~y *y*A~< -J** ?>•/> ~*~r** ** **" 

A*§* A' 
y?a,~* "' /?k.^A ~s y~*~, / ^ yy"* - v " 

,Vs „*/ yz* Ai~<y. *A>? y*y> A" ?*" AS*,*~A 

h/lvA"'/ fee*/ At/vy 
yZ/ r ^ c fyA+~* r^**" / ^ y~ **r**A— 

X ^ ^ r* ~~s *AU^. c~>" zz-f ^fS ys-~ 
^ ^ a-j <,<**>*> y?s AT *y>+s -rycAs. ~,*,y,v,7j 

y,*s y.+A./t *,/- A^y^ 7>^AU /~ ~A>.y>~,. 
fr/?;A *,/(+s*~~ yt* *»*, f'y AU t*,~M'~f /~s~-

T^r^, r~~. ^b^araa^W- yZ"S. yyA <r~~- ~/ yv,* f«C<f 

w h J ' m h e a r i s s h e l l s 

you can hpa» *z. * 

it'sOK r W h i s t l e 

Sent within days of the 
Omaha Beach invasion. 

r w a iMe late answering 
I m ' but we really 
your letter.-o" „ 
have been kept busy-

From: A P O 10-NY, 184th Port Company, sent from Normandy, France. Next Page-> 
Cpl. Cole was in Normandy, on Omaha, one of the invasion beaches. This V-Mail censored and mailed with 
out filming is significant as it confirms that mail indeed was moving in and out of the landing zones 
within a few days after Festung Europa was invaded. Outgoing mail was taken to London and processed 
through Base Post Office 11. 

http://ttrr.aa.ai/


Print tha cemplete address In plain la+tars In tha panel below, anal yaar ratarn address In tha space provided 
an tha right. Usa typewriter, dark Ink, ar dark pencil, faint ar imall writing Is nat suitable far photographing. 

FROM 

' • - • • / / - Ulbtf, P ^ f O A 

l2l~*>o _aj__ ' y - s n e t r 

• : 

O n . A C 

/ / A A ^ r C c • - L -•: 

SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 

4 < P e c r M i f e / U f a . 

(Sender's complete address above) 

/ j L t u O ^ 2 ^ -

F R M < L £ 

/ 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ " 

9 , 

^^tyvt^ V Z ^ « * - / ~»i**<y - - g r < a y i y ^ / L e ^ £ ^ 

yt^iytjf CCyi^eiy ^ \ i ^ ^ H ^ f ^ 

^ A M y & 

^Ai/h*Y A. 

-&<AV>y^G£*vt<c 

a M / y d O y 9 * ^ % ^ % * w ^ £ r * ' e ^ c t + t U g 

* ^ ~ A M k c * C Gstyt y^yy-iy*yU* <szAry^a ^ f ^ U )&y>UL 

\~j£%At*£s&AUA£*«rf SX4LAi^>-i AtZy^^jQ^ s v u t f 

2 

y 

< U * y f < ^ ^ W - * ^ ^ / # d c 

It YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

R E P L Y B Y 

V - - M A I L 

HAVf YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

*l»>0. * U. •. •OVCTNMENT PRINTING OFPICK ; I043 16-2B14 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

F r a n c e 

N o r m a n d y 

D - D a y 

.VTri.t; 
M M Man/ Lyrvc/f 
I *>*!.-/ -7 </T« /\/enoL=-
Fi-e/SaiiiV., LarVC- llUI/H) 

^fte^.M lerJaJjfeJ 
P̂M-V* ntti' ft' hril A1& 
•.IO Hay, ran. Has air 

[a......ya....) &*fiikulfajlf. 

'AXAAt AIUCVAAJ^ ( a a X . 

14 

•&&*,%AA*£•-£_ f«y£M&J*^'SMat^'j 

Ad yLu~~- Jh~~^~ 

SpKAUt, 

^ XsJLjc/A-r 

y^^cAx-AA* *~i +*»». ^ y t ( 

st~*AU 

* * y ' r ' * 

>cVw *~t ~tf*A^ y£yt/[ A^MA**4A*+^/
/ 

Ot* - Z ~ s A3L<ir4yyt7 ^ ^ y y 

* a - c y . . . ' . - y ^ ^ y 

SAYIAW 4, Al^^<y yZ^^^^ ^t<^^^A At^^^XA 

$*~yA^r#^ 
^0 

-^v>*t 

^•*aV 

V - M A I L 

E v a c u a t e d to a hosp i t a l in E n g l a n d . 

Private Tennyson is very likely a casualty 

of the early fighting on the continent, 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 
F r a n c e 

N o r m a n d y 

D - D a y 
"We a r e on the go nieht 

*nore...» 

t — - — — -

2 

/V»a-» S.rt.fi-'•/* 
/ t a/V aVIaa—tal«l»el IV. 

A Uav^al*, 
ft. «. K-fara, , 'i 

4iS-i-S-r •r<"/ 
|•»«•*.. • addaaaa) i/ 

7 * a i\«m<ft**uk'if. Y 
'• Jw Aft. 

J&n, A**J mJU^) 

I a •* • . • -At i J Zx ** yL~- x/L*X 4rO A-v*^J 

^.ijl I 
U*-t £>-i-*~ s&+*~**r-

* , > , w > a . i ^ . ^ ^ ^ . - ^ 

ALjSt^u « w < U d - * * , j r - ^ ^ ^ S 

' f ^ A f A r ^ ^ y ^ y T ^ - } 

* - , z f y * y ^ ^ 7 ^ — T - ^ 
* f ^ , y j r i ~ < = y y ^ r ^ i " 

y ^ s ^ A ^ A ^ ^ ' , ' 
^ O f > <J*-W» I/- />*~J -t^yf- -*~^ 

J V | v VS*^^5 -V 6 - * ^ * * * ^ «Vt- aW^> 

L S T 504, N o r m a n d y 
( L S T = L a n d i n g Ship , T a n k ) 

V-Mai l sent j u s t six days af ter D-Day. 
The ship is still ferrying supplies into the 
invasion beaches. 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

F r a n c e 

A P O 758-NY, HQ US 7th Army. Pfc. Sammy Kurano, from the now famed Nesei 442nd In f an t ry Bat ta l ion , 
a unit composed of mostly of J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n b o r n enlisted men , in Luneville, Southern France. T h e 
un i t b e c a m e the mos t h i g h l y - d e c o r a t e d r e g i m e n t in t he h i s tory of t h e Uni ted Sta tes a r m e d forces, the 

motto of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was "Go for Broke." 

Private Kurano writes to Kim Ozawa in Pos ton , Ar i zona J a p a n e s e Reloca t ion C a m p , Area 35, Barrack 10, 
Space A. Japanese-American men in relocation camps, after much trying, were allowed to jo in the US Army. 
For a battalion of 300 to 1000 men, over 10,000 applied. 

N e s e i 4 4 2 n d B a t t a l i o n 

•?.', 

. - . / •*•*• . - - , 

AAA* r yyyyy-„*j^, 

y * aaa 

S- : a/-*. 

A -" - .' /. s~*.y 

A****/* 

-^~yy^-* 
- > ? : 
A ^ \ 

7 
/ ' ^ ^ ^ •*/*' 

' A yy ^, 

I ., ... »>»»», a-*f„, , 

yis. 

ea-JJ - ^i t , 

HAVI 'Ou unto la i oatain 
at.t.atsi at tor- V - - M A I L 

m 

MM TOU Witt IN cowtmiTi V 
i AT TOf*> * 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

N e t h e r l a n d s a n d B e l g i u m 

From: APO 399-NY Hq 9 U S Army -> 
Maastr icht , Hol land 
998th Medica l Collect ion C o m p a n y 
Not a choice assignment in the military. 

This V-Mai l heavily censored. 

Censors mark out: 
e Specific troop locations 
e Operations details 
a Anything they want to 

I *Tm?*j*^F**{£3L£GFm. m4m*+-rjT'Hm m mtM IISW*| la — mtmtt «a* pfca*a 

rs 
f.lAy,a„K TKttl, / / „ 

frr*.*~ySt'/ ^n,1 

PT-I* ^/..aytfafaaifc. 
TafeTVaaaaeaaO. 

3SUriJt¥jrM lie -
Mi in tor£pJ3X-

y - ^ ^ J Z ^ A A A l i ^ T 1 ~ ~ - * v — * 

• " ^ ^ - x ^ u y ^ ^ ,A~>* *&-~ZAJL-.A£ 

^ ^ w U y £ . SAA J Z J>f^A-,-J-z± 
t * - ^ - ^AAA7/^ A* ^ — J -*•*- 1&A.JA 

-p~7 ^—4 ^ 

l*L. 
J^Laa/ '.A*--*t - -^*0 

M ^ ' ^ / ^ / ^ ~ T ~ ' - * - - - , ~ 

••SBwilM.MMMHMBaaâ.laBaaaaal *̂*V'*V * 1* 

. 
HAVt you riuiD IN COMltm 

AOOII« ar ioa" HAVI roo nun m coaanni 

A,<y~ft, ^yi^^£^-^>-~^~~ -*-**-*^*- -^**-*- . l 

. ^ - - " - ^yU<AA-y6J>~*~y^. ^A^g^^^~*-y 

y~e-A~~-^~- ^ J t t y*A^ JAzt^** * y . s-^y? 

' C' y<t. -^4~*<-> ^e^+j* A/+-**J _ a"Z. . -=W* a 

a".. â -aAS-

^ 

•*r<y^ <Ls /^<P 
- ~y*AL^-

~A «S»- ~3~***+*A&*A^.' "*'^-i*%* 
HAVI rou nuto IITCOA. ^^^^^^ coatPiE' ADOacSS AT top-

" J J £ / / / -^ / /* the woods 

usual and the mud is 

ass deep.. A 

as 

<r From: APO 448-NY 87th Infantry Division 
Andier , Be lg ium 

VIII Corps is trying to breach the West Wall. 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

F r a n c e 

N e t h e r l a n d s 

From: A P O 757-NY S H A E F - Supreme H Q 
Allied Expeditionary Force Paris, France 

V-Mail Written in Italian, 
As long as specified, a V-Mail written in a 
foreign language could be sent. 

Irregularities in Censoring: Two similar 
V-Mails, one censor marked, one not, both 
from PFC Norris (Mario) Rospigliati. 

^_t*>eru>i'ckt re***. 

>3sMtz 

***£ /O^J^AUA^UA^^ 

'trtru 

(laaaWs ••>•»*» adatVeai efcawet 

^Ai^A^AtyA-

. 

^ y>y^ JZZZ 

s^AUrCiy* 

x ~ £ & 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICE /A>V y \ 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OEJeWeaarVeaifijSSOQ, 

t̂a»*S-Ka y*~~*" 

y~ y£i+*A<A' -*"** yy^tAi**-^'*'; y* * 

2 1 ' M ^ u A t y ^ A A * A ^ ^ & y t ^ 

i YA-SI+J+AO ^ s * ^ j ! j y z / 

/AZ+uz& /£*Sf£AL 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

2133 A^^roAAWjne. 
^At*Ayj<yts?'. 
yY*wyarK.rty. 

teatSOaS JI*aaf) 

JG 4 St) &, 
ArrMk* tifofeA/. 
JSSb'T-fO %">? 

UCTION HO. 1 

HAVI YOU riLLID IN COfAM.l« 
i Alton 

T4*S« 

From the 1st Allied Airborne Army -> 
A P O - 7 4 0 N Y , Holland; February 12, 1945 

Established by the British 1st Airborne, the 
Polish Parachute Brigade and the US 82nd and 
101 st Airborne, this unit was involved in 
"Operation Marketgarden" in Holland. The 
unit was also used as infantry during the 
"Battle of the Bulge", the German 
counteroffensive in the Ardeenes. 

-2>e . * -^ - sTAcr. COAT'-* 

yC'<u>t>s*"> ^*^ ^ ^ / 
aW-W JT A-CCtZi,**. f *«'<*&.C*^f& ~/rf*2.Jj

 ! 

CTfie »,*.**~s 6./ a;y*/^ ** ~<- V*<sjy*' **«-
j*~/ y>AC/ T 6*s*;A* M i***"*? •**>*•''? 

^,/L. JT" +s**3>?* A/LTs& jf »/**%€A. / (y%*~ a»* yoo 
tf^> 7*ft/£A<^, Yc /*w<V~ A>^ri„y >•>•••-- - — AM-*. ... 
;***€.*«. crfL. <Ay-* • A , . . 

yrfr <s~VcAu^. JTAM~ ******. f-?'*-* 
(7%;j a A. 

AAA*0SA 

A I 

i 

^y^ y 44/A-» 

fcit-.csey **y /? s*.i *A»4SAL..' 
S&dU. m/trx. /**- A+* 

<ui<y tA4*ry 4*y**r-*s_ A~e-f 4-WT*̂  
110 IN C HAVI vou lallt * COM-IIII 

Aooaiti »i ior- • - M A L 

• ' Z Z J A A A 
I YOUVUW 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

MOM i/Oi Jr#f 

KaMaai! 

*4^li*~^ 
T%Zy 

^ ^ A ^ ^ - t A l A * *y~^At ̂ »taa. y***^. 

^ * -

. -ky<Asyyc^ 

- — -a-_ a**.. 

From: A P O 251-NY 1st Armored 
Division Anzio, Italy 

Anzio Beach Head after invasion. 

Mail originating in Anzio would 
held until for Naples processing. 

^ From: A P O 36-NY 
136th Infantry Division 
Rome, Italy 

AJU^. m-

A-^rty^eAtc 
4A~ 

— " --15-̂ 0 Ô-latVela-

"*-*--. Aj d k 

Hospi ta l ized Soldier . 

j - ^ ^ X - a - **-/& ^/ysfry ' 

' A\^ dMA]i/c**Ar <*++• £ 
A A^WZ^AUA^./S 

• I AUA/tfxo*-'-

•MA. Ph+y^ 

WAR & NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICE 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, S300 

Ma eaaa 

N... 
Jte.rY., 

D«c .ACgUsdsL 

r€«va.<aCav» yy^**^" mttrmf' i 

f * Md. C+m* yLlA*t^ 

>~AM*. Ay CaVti #*( 

„i4!^t*£A%<yLp^s~~~^.^~-~-yy- *—*-* 
', ..%~yu«.,y.rJL+AJ: AA>*JI£ ^AynUsuy^'Juiyu. 
/, ,<!«nty-H.y> fltc^A*AsCiy*l A^t^jX^Ay*** SUM**/+„ 

** CU-M*' Aj£n^y* y* Aynxf ci~ys\^*4*y~A s *(^»+tSj[. 

TTt 
**y<u 

\a*iZuJL4* 
s — — 
y&t** c»tar ^*t**tAym~* fytLf\y^\ 

Incoming mail to Se rv icemen: -•> 
To: A P O 528-NY 12th A.F. Service 
Command. Rome, Italy 

V-Mail Written in Finnish, clearly identified. 
Sent from Michigan, home to many immigrants 
from Finland who came to work in ore mines. 
Absence of censor m a r k i n g of any kind. 

• - • -ea*-e-a CAa-W *^~-^m***1*m~* aae«Ĉ -[̂ eaa-l, rr , >̂f«aA*»ra*. *̂cap"%. 
f A?**** ^AJ^U*^ s*«>«^^ ^Xc^^ ^ytfc 
\SA ywo*y» ^Aty%y<^AU^, - ,^^^^^^^^^^m 

at. .-rry j, , 

C«*St^*s£&n-C*r f>yS\ 
• ^AMAA. 

-̂*t*->»-j-.aaar , a«. y, zr -2-~**><^****~*y\ju y******* 
, aa—aavr̂  t 

°6**^*-1 "*cuy y/Lz^ 

•—- ̂ 1alAT-K 

a AC - 7 ^ ^ ? i ^ St^y^^. ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ . , af y^<y*^tLt. 
\**J*^<£CAAAA\AA'': 

\ *^^-Azyyc 4 a M * a U , * 

-̂aY-̂ Cat, 

yACcA^t^. 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d R u s s i a 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

From: A P O 798-NY, H Q US Strategic Air Force, Eastern Command, in E r i v a n , U k r a i n e , Russ ia . 

O n l y R e c o r d e d E x a m p l e : V-Mai l f rom Russ ia a n d " O p e r a t i o n F r a n t i c J o e " . 

"Operation Frantic Joe" established bases inside Russia. This enabled American heavy bombers stationed in 
Britain and Italy to strike deep into the heart of Nazi territory and occupied Eastern Europe. By landing on 
secret A m e r i c a n a i r bases located ins ide Soviet Russ ia to r e - a r m a n d re-fuel, they could then attack a 
second target on the way home. 

V - M a i l f r o m R u s s i a 

a——C3 

jut,|| BaMf-af. •» alaia black latta.i ia tin fa"' -«'••"• ••• I"-"" '•*"'" a-Mian i" *•• •»>•'. 
ACk-tr•-•t>«* •" " " 

!f»V -y,? 7 (8 o wv4 - o DOT. S- AJSC. lliiaf: 
11 251S "1 -Joa aJcm.1 SKf>. *-,^ _^.» 

#/Z y.*A AY/. /y^U./yA 

D e a r % , . w * , * * ' 7 

M y c o r r e c t "ma i l a d d r e s s i s : 

--*fcpr-~ir,y -jri.:»MA»~L y^/cx.?: 
BANI4 NAME' SraiAL NUMBER 
*0fXtr.ir. AY.SC tiittfj 

ORSANI7ATIOW UMIT 

W A P 0 J Z f 6 _ V o P O S T M A S T E R 

^ ^ ^ ^ £ W Y 0 R r . , N . Y . 

M y c o r j e c a b l e i a d d r e s s i s : 

5 £ 

H E L P R E D U C E T H E M A I L L O A O 

U S E V — M A I L 

V - M A I L 

O n l y R e c o r d e d E x a m p l e : V-Mai l f rom Russ ia 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 

To a Serviceman abroad: 
OSS Detachment 5937, Navy 100 Fleet Post Office 

O f f i c e o f S t r a t e g i c S e r v i c e s operatives were natives of the countries they were sent to. Most of the time 
they parachuted in to gather information or conduct sabotage. This V-Mail traveled: Sent from Riverhead, 
N Y to its N Y V-Mail station, onto London's V-Mail station as film, reprinted and delivery to Navy 100, in 
London, and onto addressee's undisclosed location. 

U n d i s c l o s e d L o c a t i o n 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Pyialty for Private use 
to •fold pivux-at of pottage $300. 

*4-- From: A P 0 2 - N Y 2nd Infantry Division 
Located in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia, the center 
of Europe during war campaigns. This V-Mail 
dated May 12, 1945, fighting continued in 
Czechoslovakia until May 14, 1945. 

nts.T.1HARHrMs/ 
p.o. Sox- yt>t 
HAy£/.oCKJN,CA 

L/SA 
'•A*?*-

ftr-'AZfHlA.APC1f, 
<X Plf Vf* S'» K. N.K a 

^tUc^ysy>M^uy^- #s A#+CACAyl~*ft>A. 
/)-7**y«r 

y^^J^yACs^yA^c ayy^^^y^Ayy^yy?^^^ 

^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ U A * ? j ^ y y ~ y * ^ f * ^ ~ j 

OMSuSyy *~A&i ^yLAAAz/^t*?, y t 4 ^ A ^ 
st^a^^AkAy&^Al^.^ytA^^'f^-

•TiAi. •XA/C£e.Jri^*^^A*^**^^eA*^ <y a. .. -A, 

.^y^Ayt*? 

*^^3&9<^^*r~'-

HAVI row HU» M cemnm 
i AT TOT? 

- M A I L 
HAVI rou IUM ai coaaaun p . 

To Mr. V+M ». War, 
Task B.a.I 0M BMT 
levy 100 fleet f.O. 

Tarlr. I. T. 

atra. Cafltt I. Oaddard 
618 Oatraadar Ave. 

UTarbaa4, I.T. 

I juat reoelvel your T Bat ratalta ay aall faatar tin oould aall /aa ar aaa you, 

"I""* 
1 dated tba lata ef espt. dwlah yeu aauld 

aall faatar than yau do. t kaoa yeu aaat be lonseone aaa wlah 1 
Ok wall aaat beet thing 1 will write. 

1 just arrived back frea I. T. after spending the weak with year faallf, 
Tour kethet and 1 were apartaant hunting far day* and daya. Thay finally 
(1 hop} fsund ene If rooak 5000 a year. It eeat her " 
bouse and then ahe wont have the trouble that gees with a fce-aso. or aauee 

net swan signed yet ee aha aaa still 
alaoet that to keep the 
vltk a eeeteewe *Y* ~ 

the laaaa aaa aaa swan signed yet ee aha eaa still ehance her alad, 
a buyer fer the house 38,000. 

Year lather gave aa a beautiful pearl necklace, ear In*, pla aad ollpe 
very loroly.1 did a few things fer hlr aad yeu know her she has te give 
yeu eoaetblag. Tha eeok waa off today and 1 ooobed th* dinner fer the faaUff 
aad a few ether things. 

lad a tough tlaa at .the dentist tueeday. Dr, Hoeenoon gave aa aoaa (aa 
shloh 1 adalalsted aysell>hUe he was preparing 8 lalaya. I dent know aaat 
hat 1 thought 1 was dying and 1 started te call fer yeu. leould hear the Mr 
ssylsg are yeu going ts be elok Mrs. Oeddard bat ef eatrse 1 waa'at. 1 -belle 
Te lklthor get tee aush er fainted, lt aaa the aeat harrlbla dreaa 1> rrar 

had wSlle aadar the staff and will net take lt again. 1 weald rather stand thf 
drilling. 1 felt shaky all day frea the effeeta 

battue bad a eaail fire In ay aothar bouaa 
net ssea lt yet but sill hare 
aall tha dara house. 

Hatty frea waahlagtsn wrote as 
yea had net written ae sad wanted ae 

oetrander awe. 1 have 
ge dawn there In the aaralng. 1 wlah 1 oentt 

a wary eute letter . be was worried 
to. knew yea ware ek aad e-vary thing, 

tha 88th aftsr 1 haws pat gas la. 
1 daat think'It sill inks aars than lt gala. Mr. Msrrlll saald aet da lt 
last sundsy beeaase he had ts olead up tha Wat hsuss after tba hnrrissae. 
ae wars fortunate nothing auob happsnod te aa. If yeu get a ohaaee thank 
en... aaa lean John p. alao 1 believe ford sffered to help hold the beats d 
dawn during ateiw. Anyway they wars all wary helpful. 

1 aa well aad every thing la going along ek. Wleh yen were coning heas 
soen. 1 sent yea t packages tueeday frea blsoalngdalae thlafa yea wanted, 
le there eeae thing olae yeu want* If yea eeas bona before yeu reeelve the 
paekagee leave word for Steve te get the 8 boxes, the way you receive tba 
letters frea ae lwould day It takes a hall ef a long tlaa. 

I aa typing this ever at the Trevors where I had sapper sad they hare 
the radio ea lead. 1 bet this ssuads all juabled anyway, las ever eald I 
oould type anyway . 

• T - ; > • * r j t m i ""fizz 
IlHMr £i«-avifc->A_-

HAVI TOU FILIIO M COM 
mtf ADOUM AT ioft M A I L 

HAVI TOU F-UIO IN COM 
, H.III APOWSS AT TQW 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
y 

s 

I 
s 
s 
s 
V 
s 

'i 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

I t a l y 

Sgt. Edgar T. Brown was a member of the 99th Fighter Squadron, 332 Fighter Group located A P O 525, 
Ponte Olivo, Sicily Island, Italy with its airfield at Barcellona, Sicily. Sgt. Brown was a part of first flying unit 
of African Americans, escorting US bombers from the 12th and 15th Air Forces. 

T u s k e g e e A i r m e n 

9 9 t h F i g h t e r S q u a d r o n 

L o c a l l y - m a d e V - M a i l 

f o r m , a l l b l a n k o n 

r e v e r s e , s e n t u n f i l m e d . 

S i c i l y I s l a n d , I t a l y . 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d S i c i l y I s l a n d , I t a l y 

Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel "below, and your 
return address in the space provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. 
Write plainly. Very small writing is not suitable. 

Prom 

Mr and Mrs Lou i s Koro tun 

325 W a l l S t r e e t 

M e r i d e n . C o n n e c t i c u t 

Cp3 JghnaKqWv.hftk USA #31041177 
( S e n d e r 1 s name) 

F i n a n c e O f f i c e . 4 5 t h Tnf DW 
( S e n d e r ' s a d d r e s s ) 

APO 4 5 . c / o P o s t m a s t e r 
New Y 0 r k , New York 

Augus t 2 5 . 1943 
( D a t e ) 

." 

^ 

S i c i l y 

Dear S i s , Lou ie and L o r r a i n e , 

J u s t a few l i n e s t o say " h e l l p " and t o l e t 
you know t h a t a l l i s g o i n g w e l l w i t h me and. t h a t I am 
i n t h e b e s t of h e a l t h . For some unknown r e a s o n we a r e 
n o t g e t t i n g any l e t t e r s f o r some t i m e now and i t seems 
so s t r a n g e t o be c o n t i n u o u s l y w r i t i n g t o o n e s who n e v e r 
a n s w e r . But I know t h a t some o f y o u r l e t t e r s have been 
d e l a y e d and I s u r e l y w i l l g e t them maybe to -mor row o r 
w i t h i n t h e n e x t few days a 

I hope t h a t a l l i s g o i n g OK a t y o u r home and I 
b e t L o r r a i n e i s a l r e a d y t h i n k i n g of s c h o o l . Before we 
w i l l r e a l i z e i t w i l l be f a l l and summer w i l l be j u s t a 
memory. Wi th a l l t h o s e r a t i o n i n g e t c , I i m a g i n e ^ t h a t 
you c o u l d n ' t do much i n e n j o y m e n t s t h e p a s t few m o n t h s . 
Here «s hop ing t h a t n e x t summer w i l l be d i f f e r e n t . 
Now t h a t ww a r e i n c o n t r o l of S i c i l y , I wonder where 
we w i l l be g o i n g n e x t ? I do n o t suppose t h a t we would 
be h e r e any l e n g t h of t i m e , now. 

The f i r e t n i g h t we were h e r e i n t h e new b i v o u a c 
a r e a , we had a bombing r a i d f o r a b o u t an h o u r . The n e x t 
day we a l l made s u r e t h a t vre dug o u r f o x - h o l e s . Butwe 
h a v e n ' t had any more r a i d s s i n c e t h e n . 

To-day p roved q u i t e an e v e n t f u l day f o r us a s 
we had none o t h e r t h a n t h e commander of t h e United S t a t e s 
7 t h Army, L t Gen. George S . P a t t o n , J r speak t o u s . 
He gave a g r e a t s p e e c h . He t o l d us t h a t we were now 
s e a s o n e d t r o o p s and have p r o v e n o u r s e l v e s t o be among 
t h e b e s t f i g h t i n g men i n t h e w o r l d . He p r a i s e d t h e 
d i v i s i o n f o r t h e s p l e n d i d work we d id h e r e . Of c o u r s e 
t h a t i s g r e a t f o r t h e m o r a l o f t h e s o l d i e r s t o g e t s u c h 
p r a i s e from t h e i r commander. 

We a r e q u i t e b u s y a t t h e o f f i c e a s pay day i s 
j u s t a round t h e c o r n e r , and we a r e s t i l l p a y i n g on t i m e . 
N o w t h a t t h e f i g h t i n g i s o v e r , we w i l l be g e t t i n g a l i t t l e 
l i b e r t y and I am e x p e c t i n g t o go t o one of t h e towns f o r 
a h a l f a d a y . I am. h o p i n g t o be a b l e t o t a k e i n a m o v i e , 
t o s i t a t a t a b l e and •• -
f i n i s h e d w i t h some 
W i l l c l o s e f o r now. 

• e a t a meal t o be 

V M A I L 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

A . E u r o p e a n T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n I r a n 
APO 523-NY Persian Gulf Command Tehran 
Celebrating the opening of the first V-Mail 
station in the Persian Golf, October 1943. vU 

G i b r a l t a r 

p m n v APO 512-NY 
H O Mediterranean Theater of Operations 
^ o m England t o * o r t h Africa and Italy wrfha 

s t o p " O n t h e R o c k " Gibraltar, (lower right) 

-It is getting increasingly difficult to 

write letters, the restrictions on what 

we can say,you know." 

7M2L3 

Ihla Medallion ia the of.'ic.al inaliotla of th. P-r.lar, Ô f >rrta. Cttooauid. u„ u. 3. am, euprly line to hutt.U. It corutiiitt, or . eeY.„-polnL,,d while atar aid. a rad ev,ord on a ,;re«n background. Th. atar la fro. ttta ring of IrarrtnVsopotenue,, tn. aword rro« the ao.arm-rtt flat cf Irar. ir.r.1,,,. R>d ,ta„ds for iacrlflc, ,.hit. for Purity, and ereen for a.„ricuHure. Tha la.t color alao aijnlfiaa lelan, Ike ataao rcUr-ion of these countrl... all throe color. „. ca to the naga of both countrlaa. 

m. 4 »-•. i ,c. acrPaitz j*. 
l.'lO toLU ST. Ma 
> LSilUOTtal, 0 .C. 
0. .*. 

MNMSS N»Mf 

/,fCXl̂ ,y.P«»A*â aV 

iitfyy~fi r\iMi 

£juM~^y**-^'!~u. 
t^Jhi^%MAAA*-tkA^ji 

, ^ * ^ j i J X f c C : . rrtST 

««*««% 

2 

r*j tea. you mays fcAr(t.tt.n about thle little kid owwr hair, in mmri, rAaland? It rata b-a.it a aljtrty loag tlaa elaee I new. heard fi oat you. But our m.i\ aerwlo. la settles irett, jour, I think oar sail la tolas aoaa .here alao. 0a tha of too tnlrde of all tha latter, that a. (at are tor felloes la aoaa ot «r outfit at oUsf flacea, ao lt .ould a... that other outfits ar. fattlrej our sail. It la i aant dlactaatlrif altuatloa as/ way rou look ot It . 
Don't know ahather you baa. heart! yet or not, tba babjrwea born no.. ? 

end 11-d tnraaa lay- later. It -e« lulta • aback to ae and betas eo far anjr e»bee It 
• wore.. I laaala. Clnoy foals a lot woree .boat lt tbaa I. rute-ao't haanl 

y«t hoe ahe la apttlng aloof. Wlah njr folk, -amid aaoS no a eabla to let aa kntm, 
I bare been dolor a beak of a lot of womrlng. 

Sail, U, I BOfja TOO baa. fully recovarad fro. your o,.ration by noe. cot titan, lt la bard to knap a bud aad rvajfad au does, laa't It? By now you otafht to ba , r-.ctlcelly runnls. that detoxtaeat. Ho. do yon stand In the draft noe? 
I bareo't heard froa Dae. elnor ha was aerrlod. Oitaea ha baa been too 

I uay to write. If you hoar froa ale or sea bin, reulnd ble that ba owe. no > letter. 

How la the .aether beak In Saahlatton by aaa? It enoulaa't bo ao bad yet. In -net, lt. la rroratbly food foUlaf y»t. Boy, I would aura like to (o out and ahoot nine hoiee now. I laaally alee the sua.. But there .111 b. ilasny of tUe for that 
after a* flnlah nj. In thla lMfU.. aad 1 think that Hitler elll be huytnc the irlaka 
at the alnetaeanth hole. 

Ooah, ThankaslTlat la nearly here and then Tuna. Don't know yet where I 
• 111 be Bi.rrftni Isna but lt sos't bo share * would Ilk. to be. 

rronotloos ar. flylnj thlok sad fast ai-ound bare la t-ntaln aoloot -route. 
But we aron't In .0/ of those troupe ao an. don't expect .l»thlsf. -Jar Coopoay c-*~"f«r 

la a lat. U. It calls for a CSpt. bat ba saa't so., to sot lt. »o juat doa't atatod la 
trlth tha right roorle. 

Thla mai Ilk. a abort lett.r bat I juat can't think of ae/talta. nor. to «m It la settles lnAmavalaalir difficult far as to writ, .attar., tba real let Ion ^ -hai a. *£*<*%-• »lot of tola .tuff I'll last bar. to . .It -ao tell you ssaa I m. you aert. tad bollAno aa I'll haw. plasty to t oil you. 
Take a little tlaa out and dro, aa alias, ea*a If lt la oaly a ahorl T .» wery aaatou. to haar all the ear... If nay, aboW tha little elr! elty. 

nne.rr.ly, 

N o r t h A f r i c a f o r S i c i l y I n v a s i o n 

From: APO 252-NY 2nd Armored Division 
Mail Facility: North Africa. 

<- Sicily invaded one week before. 
This division stationed in Sicily. 

Timing of this V-Mail is July 1943, the 
beginning of the Invasion of Europe. 

http://b-a.it
http://nne.rr.ly


•aS-5 l«—a i , •„ a.̂ ,.. 

•***»* i*~** —x. •* •'V''*>»( >',,**,y )•"**• 
M^ym^^y^y^ *»>^•/»<»T-m..~*«,J»^ t>><VtV~~ *~**\y 

r*nrrf -»*- rv* -» r-aP •**>***«<. <**—• s*. >—»1.« a^ / 

r - ^ s , v . s - v y / 

/*--ry fr*a» ^ -*&*•• 

/ 

trtptAu/ 

^ ' ^ S & , ^ 
•ay.t̂ tA-aa-aa •*nr ST»* AT**** A0***^** f***" "* 

rff •£?*-* i r 

V 

- JEmirr, y~~* ^JT* ^ * " " , » , " * T V *** 
I /*̂****Jv ^/"f^O *>»•-** 

-n*S 'It 

. — _ „ _ . » . _ _ „ _ 

f 
A 

A 
^&^f*1^ "̂***«* ̂ •V*---'' r 

*-̂ *M*,
t-yy * ',4**T*& T^^ /*•* 

I 

^ n 

•BU3§IV ' saa iSiv . X j i i p e j HBIAI *B°.-yV 

injoN ui ssDJOj p o i n v OH AN-ZIS O d V 
Surairejd puB s u o n m a d o £ - 0 'sso^j [ 0 3 :o^ 

«£_ :u.iu].i.i( \.i,-»s 0} 11 Km V.uiiiio.1111 

Dvides the most expeditious dis[.(«reKdn^,ĵ c,iJces the ^ i gh t 
personnel of our Armed Forces outside the continental 

en addressed to points where micro-film equipment is 
e photographic negative of the message will be made and 
expeditious transportation available for reproduction and 
1 message will be destroyed after the reproduction has been 
addressed;^>-or from points where micro-film equipment 

e trahsmHt^aSi, frrteir original form by the most expeditious 

I N J J f U c V l O N S 

message plaijftfy otvfthe other side within marginal lines. 
ancVxaddress in the trsCy panels provided. Addresses to members 
iffcreŝ mA L̂d incloil^rranr- or rating of the addressee, unit to 

nd fi&QCj&Jdi&aI address, 
deposit in any post office letter drop or street letter box. 
lot be placed in this envelope and a separate V-Mail letter 
ou desire to write more than one sheet. 
ay be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces, 
hers postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 
lil is desired). 

•h GPO 16—28143-3 
l 

' S J a j S j y 

« I UOJOJS dwos'"pdpddu 

I SuiljlXut) SVM 3U3tjlJl 

aw Swy/sv uddq a<ivu no\„ 

l0> 

ts^syp 

•JBAIU13 U0 m^iPSUUO^ 'pjOJ^BH UI 
p3l{33ui?o uaqj 'uoij^ijaouBO pue yyyy/'r^7 ~r(*'y^ 

JOSU30 [BAB|\[ SuiJBSq OODOJOJAJ 

i jouaj j UIOJJ pajreui nBlAl"A -£ 
UO U39S XpjBJ UOUBUiqUIOD v I 

AJ3AI|3(] IKI.lods I}KIU.1I\ 

t - i3# AABK :tuoiaj 
033OJOJ\[ ij.iUs^j ,| ' ^a jneXq ^JOJ 

cz-yT^ZA-

" n v w - A 

2 
ACA>v'wA2y 

B u a § i y 

0 3 0 0 J O p \ [ ° ^ 0 4 0 M [ c p ^ 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

C h i n a , B u r m a , I n d i a 

World War in the Pacific Theater. Select and significant V-Mails and mailed V-Mail forms are organized in this 
second section of V-Mail Around the World showcase the immense geographic footprint of the war. and the 
extensive geography served by the mail. These V-Mails are organized geographically and as the war unfolded. 

M e r r i l l ' s M a r a u d e r s 

M y i k t y n a , B u r m a 

From: A P O 628-NY at the t ime 
stationed in R a m g a r h , India-> 

US Army Christmas Greeting 
covering a very large geography 

M e r r i l l ' s M a r a u d e r s D e s c r i p t i o n 

Next Page : A P O 487-NY, Dinjan, India. Merrill 's Marauders V-Mail, a US Army Special Operations Force -> 
In pencil, handstamped "Not Suitable for Photographing" Indian form, printed in available yellow ink. Shown at 80%. 
This V-Mail is from the 5307 Composi te Unit, where each soldier was awarded the Bronze Star. 

Famous for its deep-penetration missions behind Japanese lines, this unit of Merri l l ' s Marauders was extremely depleted 
by casualties and disease, working in Burma, along the Ledo Road, to capture Myitkyna territory. 

" Well, Mom, I finally arrived here on the Burma front, and we have taken a taste of 

Jap artilleryfire...at least they can ft call this a picnic.Ifanything happens to me just 

remember that this is the way I wanted it" 



y-
/ 
/ 
y 

Print tha complots) addrsit in plain block Istt.n in tha panel balow, ant) your raturn addrsss in tSs tpscs 
pruvidad. Uta typ.writ.r, dark ink, or pancil. Writs plainly. Vary small writing is not suitable 

JS. 

/ 
s 

/ -
/ 

/ 

A 
y . 

y 

_ 
,, (Sand./' H s i ) 

' /A/A>/7[&,'><S) 
(S dor « address ) 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) 
— 

*«-*--! 

(Data) 
_ 

A\^c^iy 

s 

A 

s 

/ 

/ 
s 

/ 
y 

/ 
/ 

r 

V-

OQ d l N G 

A I L 

c • 
m 

f 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

A P O 488-NY in Yunnanyi , China -> 
Christmas Greeting from the 
Headquarters of the "Y Force". 

APO 885-NY H Q India-Burma Theater 

New Delhi, India. 

Unusual yellow printing of this V-Mail 
form. By mid 1942 the now familiar red 
V-Mail form was jus t put in use; a 
shipment was sent to India with sheets 
printed in red color, on one side only. 
Instead of destroying the forms, the U.S. 
Military Postal Authorities in India instead 
were told to finish printing them with 
what ink they had. 

Yellow Form 4* 

C h i n a 

I n d i a & C e y l o n 

•Via* He. ..•••»». • •.*-.. aa KM r.fttt lit* »,p.-' 

s ; ' 9r"'t/yy v • - • * • • • > * » - * * • ' 

• INV • 
i a %-JZ ' t z f * * * ? 

I Stfrarjair I lOKpll'l ta;li.'» 

B e r t y - © ^ w w 

HAVI YOU fILLEO IN COMCLCTE VI VOU FH.LEO llx COMPltll ADD*!*! A! TO»" 

yujjA 

is** o J/ni (2. 
J 

xri 

f t M l * 

trSSaWafr 

/ 7 f a 

bpj} 

SfAlS 

A P O 432-NY Kandy, Ceylon 
Serving the Southeast Asia Command. 
Printed on local, primitive Rice Paper. 

• y y 

m 
/ 



Print «.•.« complete adcWis in plain liewJ. JtetHers ip t,V. ponci below, ond your return address in t"w. spa-tea; 
provided. Use typewriter, darfe ink, Of pencil. Writ* pki'-nfy. Very small wrltlna Is not sititablc. 

{CENSOR'S STAMP) 

R o w j f e Z 

&rt?H B a y 

(Sander's noma-lj»4 ^26 5?l/^ 

f (StndeT s o<idres-n 

/ 

(Dote 

T O / " •' Z J L e X 

80th Air Depot — Chaplain Williams — Artist — Sgt. Andreko 

V - M A I L 

a n d C € Y L 0 H 

/ / 

/ 

o 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s 

APO 74-SF Esquadron de Pelea 201 serving in Clark Field, Manila, Philippines. 
The Mexican Air Force, as one of their contributions to W W II formed a Fighter Squadron, "Esquadron 201' 
that after training in the US, was deployed to the Philippines. 

This V-Mail, written in Spanish, was censored on exit from Mexico, sealed with the 'Examinado" gummed 
paper tape, with no further censor. Franking is the letter rate from San Luis Potosi, Mexico to San Francisco, 
where it then entered the U S Military Postal System. 

o a v N i w v x a 

*$z<n +A/J fao/v<s'*A>*AA' 

srtyoesAsysa )??& y s <?&-?? 8 

V — M A I L 

if 
• To: As A SayA A* 

* \ 

%, J) 

From a P.O.W. Camp, 

in Chinese. To Manila. 

P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s 

Next Page: To: A P O 38-SF Manila, Philippine Islands. -> 
From a P.O.W. C a m p Guard, at Dept. 1849, Camp Swift, Texas. 
Written in Chinese, censored and handstamped. "This Communication/Referred to District Postal/ 
Censor by US Military Authorities." and with civilian censor at exit mailing in San Francisco. 



Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided 
on the right. Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or small writing is not suitable for photographing. 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

y 
A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

7 

A 

FROM 

A 

A . f . C 35 7* foSTMASTtK- _ . , , r-j— 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 2 (Sender's complete address above) 

f fi J . / f * 4 i 

- - i t ^ 

- \ 

ft A ! 

J - ; * - f i t 

f t 

* y 

aTtUJ.--»l# ' •» 

fl f 2 

3 « _ 

- f t i i ^ 

A A 

f f 

/ 

T 

* ^ A 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

V - - M A I L 

HA TOU FILLED IN COMPLETE 
ADDRESS AT TOP? 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT PERMIT NO. 1 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

M i l n e B a y , N e w G u i n e a 

V - M a i l t o t h e C a n a l Z o n e 
From: PFC Kimball in Co. A, 1st Amphibious Tractor Battalion attached to the First Marine Division in Milne Bay. 
The Battle of Milne Bay is considered the first battle in the Pacific campaign in which the Allied forces soundly 
defeated Japanese land forces, forcing them to withdraw. After winning the battle, Milne Bay became a major 
Allied base. This V-Mail addressed to Ancon, Canal Zone, V-Mail to the Canal Zone is not often found. 

V-Mail Routing: 
Sent to Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, forwarded. 
N e w York A P O and onto 
Ancon, Canal Zone. 

WAR 8s NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS 
V-MAIL SERVICE 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, SSOO 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

• I 
». ..... 

""•"» •—.. 
To »̂™ 

A A A **<"« *&tK£s;zga 
"* 3,im 

AL^tf^fy; 

t<it.. i y • ^ • % f e » 

"r^Ac-y^^^£ 

/ - ' - M A I L \ y ^ y ^ 

ysyy 

<- Receiving Mark 
on Reverse 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

N e w G u i n e a 

JULtl^ (elWHStt) 
C. tCllH p 
1.1-. tAAWtt [A 

•2/. S •/. 

.S-A./W.A, /or-taTfc | **foy^£CA.*I<M> 
- | gg ̂  * glt-St /tofft%, ^ 

_j-ajt at ismt yssj. | M | 
A 

^ a ^ 7 ^ . ^ ^ ' X * ; * - " . - ^ 4*J/>U~ p*^ 

~3T<A>.t. "Ta-V V .HHtAt . -̂fAM ^~ 
TŜ a-aa-xt 7*>«aA. 'TKaHai A*<M»~. AV&+. ^A^ J. 

^.A~Jy . 9 aSiUâ . JJ*>- A ^A f»jL f~ ***»-
ê at 

L • . /A, / aff. ..A... />"•/. A7 TJIL ~AU«*1,JJ_ •r-w+~* y^ ^^ ] — - - - - A, A- - — 

7?*j JUL**. la*J /L **« AUtk *y ^ y^l^j. A^U. 

"V* the yijiu^L */ A. A* A*u~A~l JU^ •*•»••*-• &**~* •*~̂ -r> 
fou\. yJ^/ivUt y .AOU/, ^atavi-y ^1^^ a/<V4 •»'a*l' a/ 

J, ^ . 4 ^ s/aa.v-1 A4 -<«- a-V̂ K̂  «̂Va)(«.« J^A^i A-J-X«<*_. ^ 
»Jj -"AT-IA-I/HÂ. y*y*. S0<-C*AKn. iy A? -^tVi A;/ /•/.>«« .(\)J*£ / 

a4*a«y A^Ui ru/ A, -*3A*J -e/y. S9*+-U.y 7t*6i<,'/y . MC / 
0-u MOMU at £tt/A-oxA OlAAu. •*/ Jy* A*S>y-£.A 

- - ^ ^/X. y»« ,#^.^y^., "j**..*.// X &y/L,. tijL .»£ 

- •» â<~ --<£»»,«: ' / • 
-2-aUy XL/* <U*J. All i M~4. /jâ a, Z, .„, /"fĉ  

- ?-/««. v-^-a. ^ /* A~*I A *yy JJA. yy xL^ 
-** « fUs^ jUWC-Zî t yytia,*., Âiâ / AV̂A.4 â au. Jrf̂ ,, 
/ ' 

From: APO 503-SF Oro Bay, N e w Guinea A 

"J-ft? ar«? deprived of a few things, 

like Ice Cream and Beer..." 

Note V-Mail lower right form marking, 'Buy 
War Bonds" and insignia, found on some V-
Mail stationery. 

Incoming mail to Servicemen: 

To: APO 565-SF Hollandia, New Guinea A 
N e w Guinea Netherlands Administration. 
Located opposite Wake Island. 

" . . . in this you wrote that you 

have not heard from me for 2 

weeks - have written every day." 

* M, rtfM bw * 
* MM** I- to* P*** Itoto--, •»« y»»r ***• **~ '•» *• **f P'1*' > tot. - *•* »—•* mto* » »to»M-HMf t. —* ̂sstoto «f ffĉtwsysjpttô  

PKCAMRTtJAVWiQaaiV jtsfMaW-ri.t't, *<•&***', 
• ^ A i H T . C m i . 

l-aVT* 1 ,**a»» »i*aniuCTK>i NO. 1 

&±(OU«.AfiAr~f~ * * " * * . ? ' * ' 
*&L <^h~ ^ T T XAA-UAAM^-^I 

,„yxzu^ .<*<*« *(y . yyt^Mi<<- <*** ~fi *-" 
^idliAj. - &&L -%U sAALvA*- Oy* A±4AA^£. Cr^cAtZ U<AC\ 

A- Mt? *J' x*~¥i . Off a. yaUi_.fa*>+i /•U*M£ _ //t 
.u*yZ<i trusi. *A*JA***- I/JAyy*~it yauy^Afa 

/It AA) 0.t*tL*>-a *a> ^ ui fr^r- U&C~«Ai +A~»pt( . 

&»«. <Al*L ^s-a* w/>C**A,-yiy. JfAJvyLftptU. 

/•UAAU A. s^*^ iyr^tttc Tr/tUn^/ &*y*ju-tf£uj_. 
Hi. tMAAJU- /Ufa y~AJ~tAMA. w . 6\yk. 

ZcJu. <~AL 0f~? ^ f h r " ~ - * * * / 

•on lalio « coaariiri HAVI rovt 'S1SB a» COMUJTI 
Aoasnt st tow 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 
G u a d a l c a n a l , S o l o m o n I s l a n d s 

N e w G u i n e a 

WAR & NAVY 

D E P A R T M E N T S ^ 
V-MAIL SERVJQB^ 'V , 

:MAY 12 SL\ 

From: A P O 25-SF, 25th Infantry Division 
"The Rainbow Division" 
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands 
V-Mail sent April 22, 1943 

Fi rs t m a j o r land offensive ope ra t ion in 
the Pacific a r e a f rom the s t a r t of the w a r . 

W i s h i n g a H a p p y E a s t e r 4/ 

PSNALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 

OFFICIAL BUS! 

i J I I I 

KU_ 

Mat It* Mapfata stoiN to pM> MM! (attar, to tte **•«' iMtow. MsJ raw raw™ MM* to H» DM. 
SJ,,,,!̂  ^ to—n*..i a.....l̂ .l̂ .HI.»-l.»-.î î '»»»»»»î i^,^, -̂*"r jwŴ  to -*. w«N>̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

|̂CINiO*i STAMr) 

zv*y. sicAu. Co. 
/PPO-sy/ c/o-P.A7. 

(SssaaWt sassaa. 
ISysasW. SaaMnsil 

JfAiyRfi/fci&ULC, 
tiffin.-1Z.)9*V 

- . ^ . 

•**--•jM^rY^^t, »̂ v«L̂ a6v̂ A 

'^~y~?5g-*~y>-

âraVaj*asVaa?.BBi ' , / . /» 
7 ? " 

/ 

B U Y 

W A R S A V I N G S 

B O N D S A N D S T A M P S 

T*U~ 

/•f»S» l»"v 

1 
mi' 1 s 

SV CXallMl' JIINtll/l 

/»• ^ 
lire. LAtretta J. Eeutiar 
52*9 S.I. Wn S. 
lortlana, Ca-a.en 
U.S.A. 

1 9 4 ? • 

From: A P O 41-SF, 186th Infantry Division 
N e w Guinea 
V-Mail sent 1943 

U n u s u a l to see a M o t h e r ' s Day Gree t ing . 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

a* »• 

l/, M A?/t_ ST~ yf7~y o AV (ffV'c // l/fy^f j 

/A/ c>A'/r/C'9r~ya^i W/y^ssy <3AV,S- ^,J, 

A9S^/.1/^/S- ytfg yy.f.,. 

A**?. CAr-ŷ ^AV,; A*̂  af A-?.-•-. c/*f/ 3 ^A/.-^J, •.-.,; 
a /V T/-A/S OS>** A9TA»A/, rftSr- Ay*,*,*, & 
PrVfSs*,* -.34* AllAfsXM ?,v j / 4 V - , 
6l>\ *J J -t » j A af/aVafl y i - y , . ^ , v _ . 

/ ' .v-j yy-^ 7-/o-\' /s yfasvA/£AJ 0, 

5cr. 3/i^^y Sr-tBt* yy/SAf S<;T 1 ?^ f , z 

l~)^y > /*-v sfv.P Ceafat C ' / . - • ; , ' , 

> J •/ ,, O/fA/c. 
A-

V - M A I L 

Ba t t l e of S a i p a n , M a r i a n a I s l a n d s -> 

From: 2nd M a r i n e Regiment , 2nd Marine Division, 

Saipan, Mar iana Islands. 

V-Mail , passed by N a v a l Censor, and likely carried 

by the A r m y A i r Fo rce . A mix of forces at work. 

Fol lowing the Ba t t l e of S a i p a n , M a r i a n a I s l ands , 

July 1944, Pacific Campaign. 

• S S S 5 K " -

I w o J i m a 

S a i p a n 

I 
4r F i r s t V - M a i l P roces sed on I w o J i m a 

One day after coming ashore 

Sent by the 4th Mar ine V-Mai l station. 

V. .Amphibious Corps landed on Iwo J ima February 

19, 1945. Within a few days the 3rd, 4th and 5th 

Mar ine Divisions had a C o m m a n d Post opened on 

beachhead by February 23rd, 1945. 

•- — — —i in m 

aa-aS/O-t,**- Al/f ASlOderLAVr S ^ m w n * 
i>AU O.CtrO l.AUt, 

H A r V 

^W.ffTr-'bJfDmct 
6A/V FffAlVCayco 

|ClHSO« t IT***) Mi IMIWUCTIOW NO. 1 

,}.ia. at- iyyi. is***" lA**~iJL. ^4*ATHJLAJ 

i^y&x 

y A ^J zu^i s**" £ y ^ < ^ ^ + ^ y ^ * f c 
^ i*€Ud/ .fljlt ^.^/'^ArMJUdj.A^&A^A-

y]y^^<-A CCOJA^ U* <y • u*<>/tAA~fA>/-<i*v'~ 

, l^aat. ^UyyJ. <V *~y/L 
- .A*Jt tAf^jJtx, ~>4~UA U CTA-VA. i^y (*A J]Stl£X \0~M*. 

'/A ^LK U&JU. oJc/t~yjti-of UAL. <*u ^-y - w A^J 
S ^.JL~A )+*JL t~/~* • ^ U - » J f ' « « / * t « A U^A/UAI 

v A - , 
} o^Jy~ 

. j .at 

l aLtAtAa-a-AJ- C*~*J*~ \j+X*- *f LA~t~V *"«<«» —^ .-. - -
l^V J-Juav* »-v---** I v w H t ^ j f l a a l , ' ^ U~J */U4 

rtAaCat? trv^ft-i«-iav.',f ? 
raa. TOU .ailO M CO. 

ADDll.s AT TOT* 

<̂AUA!/-<i 
'/k<A-fjU». 

HAVf TOU CH.LID M COMniTi rlTOM nuio a, coatairti 
AoaaiM at io.' - M A I I 
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B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

From: APO 27-SF, 106th Infantry, 
27th Infantry Division 

O k i n a w a 

V-Mail sent May 8, 1945. 

m uland Okinawa. Hamnowonlslana 

Getting closer to Tokyo a 

time." 

i„H*r today and read 

it in a fox hole on the J 

lines." 

W& 3 

teyy&JAiiy/^ 
07*. A - / / 

,W /iWfr ..asm... JyaSUatH 
<«.* /as * /„A A/f»tf 
tO/Jt>. vt A C'-S/A-/-' 

i rNSmuCTtON NO. 1 

ÂÂ ai, »-.(.,< A., ' • •«•— v̂-« 

<-'-«>«-«.-' *v /X^. 

>U> -y*^^^^ yCf 'L <jy& 

a-, Â U. « W ) 

jĴU-aa-a. <L+~~^y 4~^J Ai^y. . 
•****> llv^s.. y *A^J Oga....a v. /iU-

AJV»«C- *iCa> -—- -t»_ ......-lay -$•£-.* AS-WC. _ ^ , ii^.^^U 

ua> J>*~ys, <C_a, 

f*~~0-' «**-. i~*~~~y -̂a*v̂aat a-*e-a-̂ _ •ty~*> ,jr 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._ •_ 

HAVI rOU rmiD M COMPtlTI 
'At TOW 

V - - M A I L 

-^At 

MAVI YOU MHO SI COMPUTI 
At tDW 

[raaac-rl STyvaet 

Taixasxt. Slau- WlV<s*vi,«.a/ 
i l l S T * * * * * * vr: 

•Hew A I O A ^ 
C-i a> • A «%C M • 4 A7-7-S 

">*^**f1ilL.£aige^<*-

n m , 'HjvaTi. 

<~-JL4at. 

l 

a> ^ W t ^ i ^ t v » ^ 4 t . » M . t - . a 

^ * * * ^ ? * ^ i a ~ * - ' * — i11
 rrAHa^ta.^ti,.fvW.^| 

*-f-s"* fan*. Vlf.^ y, _^ ^ ^ # ^ ^ . ^_ 

*-*H* ,uu^ ^ c ^ ^ > v ^ . ^ t _ ^ < u ^ 1 ; r . 

* " ~ " * ^ - *~l,'**. AAJU>A^-wy^/. Kjt^^y^ 

) ^^^JTf^ttY^J^^UZl .|.,aa -...^fita-Lla I 

'-"^-"•"•t-*-^ aV^4a--^4^T:V^AtA.Vat5Ct, [ 
' ^ j " * ^ — - J h *— . ^ ^ fc&*- â âtaO <A-L. . 

- -•- ~ ~ w » - i>? w. i t A, 
-***.*•. «J 1>4 1 » 7 

forofevminuZ W"r 

t ' V e h a d « t > » of close 

; - iu* * £ > afc^ 

c^-rgjAe-^^va^i. 

<?«//$. 

N a g a s a k i B o m b i n g 

<r From: APO 201-SF 1st Cavalry 
Division, Okinawa, Ryukyu Island 

Sent: August 9 , 1 9 4 5 . On this date the 
2nd atomic bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki, Japan. 

WWII ended shortly thereafter. 
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B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

From: A P O 331-SF 170th Engineering Combat 

Battalion, Schofield Barracks 

O a h u , H a w a i i 

O n t h e i m p o r t a n c e of V - M a i l to t h e t r o o p s : 

"It is just impossible to try to explain 

how much I enjoy and appreciate 

hearing from you." 

"Hope you have more luck with this 

V-Mail than I have with mine." 

H o l i d a y G r e e t i n g 

A P O 965-SF 

K a u n a k a k a i , H a w a i i 

H a w a i i 

'•MCM-Mftft. F atOttvqLulPFPflfil^.l-Xn.nr 

*^*A
lSJM5dfeHu*— 

?A0 JttMttScefam. 

&£&3/^Sk'£y)Z 
y~/<.Tj.*.&Ay 

«yj+*<-
-4 £ . ^MT^A^A^y^AtiyA --J^lSUfA 

'^yiitt^, 

•a>««<t.-t' 
cA?*> ~-JS^&. ^^JLAUM.^AJ-A^A 

.A— ./if.. L~^,JLJU..*****£.******* 
AWJyLS 

>JLjcA^AuMAA-j>A^t. 
AAA^x A-JI./ 

*AA> .•/<AA&^v*a^SAWA/aW XAL ^*£>. JU. f~&«. 

AJA^yu**y *J?\A*~y •"-'Atf^-yy* 
si iAAUv TS AA**Z£C^*A -a*"* 

t ~ 
rrr A -*" J^^*£&4..J&J~y 

JA ^^^yUt^JA^^yy-^fAy 
ut^Jr yAAAAAAu**1**-*^ j+A*JC A*e y^. 

v- -^z/M^ -*>&> iiy&L ^y~A~. M-iJu^ *mlmt*Jr»> 

>r T 

R o s h H a s h a n a h G r e e t i n g 

A P O 9 5 8 - S F F o r t S h a f e r 

F r o m O a h u , H a w a i i 



Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space 
provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is not suitable. 

Nc 

(CENSOR'S STAMP) 

Chaplain Norman Siegel 
(Sender's name) 

Headquarters, APO-958 
(Sender's address) 

P.M. San Francisco. Calif. 

October 3, 1943 

(Date) 

/ 

/ 

Dear friend: 

You will be pleased to learn that your loved one worshipped at our ROSH 
HASHONOH SERVICES, and then he enjoyed a luncheon sponsored by the 
JEWISH WELFARE BOARD. With fervent wishes for a HAPPY NEW YEAR, We are 

Faithfully yours 

CHAPLAIN JOSEPH H. LIE 
Q^yA-/^Jd, AAAA. 

CrUPL/Llir JA#>B RUDItt 

V - M A I L 
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B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

G u a m 

From L.S.M. 441 (Landing Ship Medium) a small vessel. 

Military Vessel to Military Unit Mail. Few military vessel to military unit V-Mail known. 

V-Mail written on May 4, 1945 to A P O 246-Unit 2 on Guam. The writer mentions that hopefully the war will end 
soon. Between his writing and posting on May 9, 1945, President Truman declared Victory in Europe Day, now 
known as V-E Day, May 8th, 1945. 

it v o n t be long before 

the Pacific' 

.* £ZAf*- /?A&^^tA.aety'jjLAy/ 

J v ^ < £ & /?/°0A*r*&~A/f 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

W a k e I s l a n d 

A d m i r a l t y I s l a n d s 

\ i'i i. St § 

L 

1 al) .U« - r 'w '• » — I II Â . ,f\l[/ 
CoNCeRO.aVewHAf/f.: ' ^ 
_ _ _ _ _ l » r ' ' : Q r 

_] 
• " '* (A-

Pff/ft-COV P Jv..A.,.wa..-i 

U •- ev>_ t«-f< "̂ v̂̂t r—_ 
YML>-V_ Ĵ -U/M^ V_-vT" 

KrJv ' 

Q̂jSĴ rVat̂ vttAUA \ _<__« ', • *\U V_v\<-0 >4vV VHTVaw'V-̂  

r _ _ . ^ n a t i j „ 

vJXU XU Jt_r__ 0 ~ ^ ^ Ca_^ _^> - . 

L W M - ^ J ^ ^ 4 ^ c ^ j v ^ L i . 

^ ^ m fc, * £ fc^_s>, 

<AZi^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ & ~ p y A A ~ a A?-f 

V - M A I L 

-

^From: U.S.S. Essex - CV-9 
Aircraft Carrier flagship of T/F 14 

Sent October 14, 1943, after completing 
raids on Wake Island. 

Wake Island served as a key military 
position in the war. 

i 
HalX- T — *• M^XjJL 

_I M f"o (• O E S, 
/ 31° LoRIMEIT 

._•* t / N fl s, 
QflLiFORNI Ft 

1 vX-aA-.St>VV_<_ « V l 
Sz, uJ.H>na-tv-!,/**.sj_ii.# '•> 

From: Navy Hospital #12 on -> 
Manus Island, the Admiralty 
Islands 

"Where we are now is 

really nice, we sleep in 

Army regulation tents, 

five men to a tent...' 

'.— rrot^ni^Aj.t!f -rfa-tâ aaat... 
~H a v.- awJ -**_ ĈA>-_A.<X*_AVV_ -aaa. ASti "iaV, 

a-»«»vviAVW SaalelanaA <* KtlJM £* ->"•-*-_ .y, X_ ALsel_v-v t — l.ft ••/ -J,»AVaaAW<. 
\~ | a-VatiAAV XlÂ «̂5-t_.t-V»_-i»Al«. -A—-J ^-V" ^ fl AjeV-VA_t, „-~_ 

-̂Jla_-j, ,A_ ,*-_ JCA—Aflv-A.̂  t^J j\^AJlX^. V*,. -g .Aagâ AAavat̂  â /Ji; 
./l̂ ta-vy .̂ ata_j -tfes-v. o. -tJ-t-_ a<>«-»-Ay, -a—i A~-~JUJ *^ytt^ .as-aÛ  __7 
yKAaa AVaaAt C*_ . 

JL*J. X. *«-At iAVa-V-̂ C—----. a -a(Ua/ -Â V-aU-ta-V ̂ â-tAaftaÛ  â . ajC.—VJ aVA-V aV-V̂-v. 
Xia, •»-••-•-? t -a~*» •~^ J --tvâ >-aaav' A4aLaUaŴXaaA>'aV_Aa.a-A-̂-A-tA«CV -«—*.)*-< 1̂̂  -
A«-a»-t.Va.. 

•̂  >tj»aj AVavO. CAAVAI F̂%Aa-VAA--̂  A^Sf J*. Atlatfi. —-v-tat̂  fc_ TAAU ̂ . --fa--*_C.C_ 
<yt> . UA J At—* ^„. Âa-%a.V.(__a. .aVavavwV, aftavfe . -V"**1 •**• *** -»a»-taaAV tVavva/a>{aL|a, 
„V a-.**... 0-W -̂ lAA-V. ̂ _->-»-!A-V sy*^~y~AA* ^^A^C^j ». ataUv, __A~̂  

-V~a a_AA-a-v. V̂Aa_ .a>-fca> ,v taAvf̂  »«. ALA'-' a>-(V_-
• v̂Aa-tta* -la-vl. c*-.-•^V -Aa>S-»aS» ASaaavJ . CAa-V̂ ^̂ a.a âAAaV̂  a_^ 4 ^ V̂aA-vJ J^-p, Y*~*~ *. 

jtO*S< ~ir **JU~^. ataaAaaA-l-- K. Je-̂ -V. (A/ »̂~>- 'V**V" *̂ *̂*?\*" **̂*" * •«>«. . . ' 
-A»-ya~- ota> -va-T Jl— « _ «J«t_tlA- X, A.A1-; AA/ -"VA~- -̂ X*«—*" A-^X*^^ ^__ 

aa-SvavAa 

A**™, ^j^/ .Va. aẐ **A- ^ a^Xfe. -AVACAWV. _ ^ 

x^. 
a«a_ ccavAaa-tf asA-a- A"a>->-. 
Tv**" **• J»A -*1»*»p-*-- *** . a>-eWa< a-l~AÂ A«_.-l ^ l̂!̂ ---̂ £a-«A.->-a< -^,*^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^-1__-1__-1__ 

a-V-V. — art. "-• V^AAAJU. yt it *A9J*£,. •)•»!»" •>-_ ÂCaiNa-y,, 

^ y ~ d A y 
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N e w Z e a l a n d 

N e w H e b r i d e s 

Sent Chaplain to Chaplain 
From: Lt. Col. P.W. Huntington, Chaplain A P O 453 SF, Bougainville, Solomon Islands. 
To: Captain A.H.Voyce attached to the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force on Vella Lavella. 
V-Mail forwarded to F.M.C. (Forward Maintenance Center) on Guadalcanal . 
Then forwarded to Remuera, "Evac. N.Z." as marked and handstamped. 
Finally to P.O. Box 931, Christchurch, New Zealand. Self Censored and not photographed. 

To fioSoo 

lip TVL'-T: 7 7 • s c 

face/ A / . Z . £ . f - 1*7. 
/M.I. r}Po iSo 

\ _ 

v » . i / _ , i _ t i j j r t A inPA7IL<A\ 
Addressing V-Mail, complex -> 

2nd New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force A P O 150. 

, _ . LafdtLs5 

0<lAlU-<*\ 

fittz 

See 
Instruction 

No. 5 

_ 7 o So o 

V - M A I L 
M 

'<? 

T T i C f i 

A 

^AiBz,m^zy, jtk^yy^- _ . 

H 

a4^?-J^A«_____. 

j ^ U N C L E S A M 

- • -. y ^ 

-£> 

y 

A ^ A € ^ A 2 <£. 
A Z 

^ F r o m : A P O 708-SF 
Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides 
IV Island Command Base 

Today it is a "Politically Incorrect" message. 
Artist Greeting sent without censor. 
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From: APO 923-SF Brisbane, Australia, 80th Pursuit Squadron (later Fighter Squadron) 

July, 1942. This V-Mail was handled within a week of V-Mail service starting from the U S to Australia. 
The delivery envelope is non-standard, imprinted inside "Invitca Registered, Made in Australia." These were 
used before regular V-Mail delivery envelopes arrived. The V-Mail, a scarce example, delivered to Brisbane, 
Australia, forwarded to Melbourne (APO-501), then to Petric, a field where the 80th Pursuit Squadron was 
located. Sent uncensored. 

Marking 
on Reverse 

j-rt. t. J. mUMM, A.S.S.X90S918Q 
SOth ivreult Stjil. Uth Pursuit Op 
«.».0. »» s/o Fo.tnaster 
•aa a-ranoalaa, Calif. 

atoms _.J!___L _ 
|»«eWiaOT«| 

220 Harth 35th AT.. 

July 31. It*-

SAT TillaBABl 

that perhaps yse 
I aaa talking ta ysur u csald stand a fsw at 

aothar ths other day •re lsttara froa haata. ; dssldsd 
She telle aw that year brothar ags* gets hi a coaalsslss this week aad Is expscted haas fer a fas daya hafera being aaslgnsd to duty. If lt ksarfa up, your satlra fas-ay sill asaa bs la tha air corps, ut than lt la going to take a great aany f 11 ere aad planes ts properly control tha outlaws sf Itireps and aa**-
8a a ny Yakiae Valley boys essa ts bs la yaar neek of ._ wooes, that yea asset, ran Into quite a .aw of then would eeea quit, natural. HoweTer, this Is a big amy of ours. 
Hers at boas, things ar. rsally getting vary busy, with baxTsst being casrlsd on short handed. However, It leaks as if sa would bars a buarper harvsst which sill be good for the nation thla year. Crop arises an vary goad sad asst sf ths ranehsrs sill ba able ta ssa •ore daylight than thsy hare sssa fer years. 
lav business ban bean .lowed dean locally, at lsast, far 

the duration and I sa thinking ays.If ef attaaptlng ta get inte ths 
naval rseervs sr seas, branch sf tha aervice if thay will take as with 
ny baa eye. 

Your fa-ally all sssa ta ba wall aad doing 0. at. It la really naaiiilili the say year aothar carries sn ths ranch. If all sf us worked sa bard aa she does there would be aapls suppllss and aatirlala te carry sa this war la the aeat preflelent Banner. 
Incidentally I aa a collector ef censored envelope. I wonder if ysu could return this lsttsr ts as sonatina far ay scllsstieaf aaa, if yea have *•' aall available, I would Ilk. te bear froa yea that way also soastlas. I knew that yea are busy, sa de not ge te toe such trouble. At haas I aa directing the OaO drive, which takes a let sf tlaa - siao aa Aast Chlsf County Air Bald asadsn, ss I also keep a little •aay at tlaes. Incidentally, dees the OaO reach yen there* 

trite if you nave tins. Ag^^yr/AtA&k 
Slnoeraly 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d A u s t r a l i a 

B . P a c i f i c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n 

A P O 915-SF 7th Airway Command Squad. December 1942, Early R A F Greeting use in Australia. 

'Lookingforward\ 

Z h
n ? l c a n "gain drop i n 

a"d see you all." P 

From: A P O 201-SF US Armed Forces -> 
Mount Isa, Australia 

December 12, 1942 

This location used during early presence 
of U.S. troops in Australia. 
U.S.A.F.I.A. Censor: 
U.S. Armed Forces in Australia. 

V. 

y~s- .<aUvA.A yt-yy^A* 

-_̂ _aaa_B_ aasaaaaaasaasaaaaaaaa 
-̂aVA-A y-~t J? *̂_ .̂ .aS.e-iala_* ,a"£a«£<-. . 

, / ^ t yy£-*-~j-ytit,,j^.x. 
.jA-c, 

tVaeavC ̂ Âa-ir 

^ - * ^ - * ^ - * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — _ _ _ _ _ 
" - ^ ^ ^ ^ - J L + A U J ^ 

-^T-^^-^A-yL^^^jiuyr 
*^A^y ^^j. s. 

U^^JLLyju. 
~u. j» 

v ••—_vi.rt.i-.j_. 

http://���_vi.rt.i-.j_


8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d A l a s k a 

Holiday Greeting written on D e c e m b e r 7 ,1943 , 
two year to the day of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

T* Hit. i » u M e . t W 

731 /aj. Etf««««atata/ 
BuffBAst, C*/.,t? 

all 

t ,.«-JA*-» t*? Gsawa- .*•* 1 
TsV**? eVr A«_1«* AO_a_; J 

* AAV 30* ft4 A*f* tAJt j 

•Psw. J/»*!J 

I d l e r r u i | j , r i s t m a s 

I n c o m i n g ma i l to Se rv icemen : 

A d a k I s l and , A l a s k a 

4-To: 11th Fighter Squadron A P O 980-SE 

Headquarters of 11th Air Force. 

151* 92 
• V»*r CAUL 
II _r at. A/iiTatr, jx.eai, 

flAHrlW sivAD/H* 
Sea rr...., VAIH irlt.Te„ 

flAftr nut knHMI 
VlilFftAAKftlr AH-

*"- '—— A/laS 
A#»/s .aaai, Kinrtctrj 
AVMI/i.1 li,n*J 

A%*~ C~J..-

i^^y^f~A~^lJ^'+-*<^y^AL.A^ 

C l * A f p ^ ~ ^ " ^ ^ T h 

yjyny&u> 

rA^AAAAJ-y 

• ' 1 9 4 3 1 

From: A P O 939-SE 206th -> 
Coastal Artillery Regiment 
(AA) Alaska Artillery 
F o r t M e a r s , D u t c h H a r b o r , 
U n a l a s k a I s l and , Alaska 

November 10, 1943 

SE notation for Seattle, 
Washington processing. 

I ¥ A& 

fta. 
, „ A) lit Lf.itWHb 1*1* ffA, 

illVIK + S**/ rVrVtslaM .- * 

I 

LVBS !<tr. 
• ILL i aotii'S'T WIF* -•HA'- TO" HAY a r» 

iwri a mntrui Tjr-U HUT PY TSIS LOSJ Ties, I'LI HT 
TOU'tt AXSuaT POnOOTTIS Sf. fa.- | •• LrS«» ItU I 
HOPf SOT. I VT-S SIT, OS TI3. I alSTtD N ted It)! U 
TIAT YJ'ISO Ot»H»A» F1.IOID Tat' «' • _»»".. | I- If AT 
SvSOOL. .FAT AfOVT THAT- A«» YO" tsT'LL trflSt (ITS IBI 
YOl'Sie "AS OS DO 1 oTILL mt' A t̂tASv'S To PITT IV v. | J*. 
IUTI n All ITT St S.S01 PSOfaStrf 111 !•« «AIT: 

VY DA.vLINta LITTLC IMati 
1'Li j' jT arr THAT ron ««rs APO"* ALL m vwn 

IS »„. ... Bant; ,.p gaja, ., woe. ! • > 
r H'T a-.- TH« MM aw po, •ataaia A-omut JTASC A-.OUSI, 

ASK SAIT 30 TSr» 0A» POIST TO TO" A>D SAT Ttll.t. jottl Tft 
SOsT HAOTirDt TOPSO HOSD 3I-.L IS "Mt SOnLl. IP I M TO 
CO". PACK I'LI '«• TO" SOOTDS'T 3IVt »T A TtTSaLt. TOV'P 
t... .. TH. Hi '̂ ArS. ar.e ÔINA Tr aa SA"-ITr 0S» OP THP3I LAYS 
rtM TSOa. SILL IT'j AL-.!an? IF YO" UOS'T SAIT To SAn.Y SI 

BsTaTaaBBBBBBBBBBBaâB̂îBV 1.1. 
M A I 



8 . V - M a i l U s e A r o u n d t h e W o r l d S a n t a F e , N e w M e x i c o 

From a famous address with very limited usage of V-Mail: P.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe. New Mexico. 
Sender Robert Sackheim was a civilian employee in the engineering section of the Manhattan project, the 
codename known for the operations of A - B o m b development at Los Alamos. 

This V-Mail handstamped "Unsuitable for Micro-Filming" and because of the added Christmas Seals. 
V-Mail then mailed to Lt. Sherman Stackheim, Chaplains, APO-758, HQ o f US 7th Army in Epinal France. 

- H - t : i 

9 * 

: ? . ? . c r a i 9 . ? 

2-Q-fi) o 3 
a* VA _ -a ". 

o 

5" °-n 

H 
50 

r . 
H 
o 

tyi 

—Cad — • -«• «!*•- a"! 
— « 3 C _?0 

3 
Aj-ei a 
O A, 
_• in *? 

O TJ 
<•> fl, -"> O 3 < TJ • TJ 

<5 
<t> 

: 1 * a S L § * 
Q — o *> ° -*»• 

3 a <_ o ,2 s-3 =• 
3:Q_"»QvS(it_ « * „TJ S ""I Q_-» a**!-? 3-X <•» O -. -*; <» *o 

a~0_. ~ S » n Q TJ 
-a O M Q .̂ Q 

O <*> _ X 
-i TJ 

(D 

3 -• Q_ Q "" < 
3 <0 

O, Sj£' a 

"*» !i,Q -.,"" 3»if. n "> o *. at* — "̂  —J O -j •" fl> 
TJ 0 O it 

9 3-^ a--A IS TT 
f - I Y f ^ 3 " 3-
3 -3 .*S2 < S?? .a -
- o Q_<I> ^ 3 " 3 
o 

a. 
c is. i~ ?. g <r » 5 S 

n > 3 ° 
® « 3 
TJ JQ 3-
fl> C Q O 
a.-n «• 3 

v-v-(t> £> 
S 3 S. 

°-Hi 

5 -
O 3-
3 fl> tTj "" -* » <D 5" "6 

-..* 3 (J— 3 fl> rt> 
5 • • g g as" 
1A -.P 3 aaUCLlA, — --» 

7 1 

/ 
/ 
/ 

- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(CENSORS STAMP) 

To LT. SiffifflaH P. SACKHEIM 

64IH OUD. AM_. CO 

A . P . O . NO. 758 

C/0 POSTMASTEfi 

KEW YOfiK, N.Y. 

'fifing 

From 

BOBfafiT R. aSftP-in -̂r^ 
(Sender's name) 

P . 0 . BOX 1663 
(Sender's address) 

SAliTA EE. N.M. 

_N0V. 2 2 . 1 9 ^ 
(Date) 

/ 



9 . T h e W a r E n d s 

A . V - M a i l S e r v i c e E n d i n g 

V - M a i l C e n s o r i n g S t o p s 

As the war draws to a close, V-Mail censoring stops and V-Mai l announcements go out to say service is ending. 

After a huge effort to run the V-Mai l system around the globe, recognit ion V-Mai ls in "last rol l" and "last letter" 

were processed and shown here. Final V-Mai l and announcements of peace. The War Ends. 

B e r l i n , G e r m a n y A P O 2 5 2 - N Y 

V-Mail no longer censored 

N u r e m b e r g , G e r m a n y A P O 403-NY 

Locat ion selected for W a r Cr imes Trials 

L e y t e , P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s A P O 72-SF 

San Joaquin, Leyte (next page) 

T a c l o b a n , P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s A P O 500-NY 

B e r l i n , G e r m a n y 

L a t e J u l y , 1 9 4 5 

N u r e m b e r g , G e r m a n y 

N u r e m b e r g 

W a r C r i m e s T r i a l s 

! 

7 

', 
/ 
/ 
y 
', 
/ 
/ 
/ 
• 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
•• 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

)Lt*4AQ*€*tjJ 

i i , 

•wee aaata. a m. . 
T" ///*<* "t},**i* GA* AVaa/avtVf* 

ffl u> Sin u I be A ~y ST 
•J".*- At AAJTAU',.,1 

U.iA>. v a / a j 

S?0» />*», 
a-l-lW .Sg.Sty ^CTAf.y I 

A* yp+L+JLe *y9**4 

- t r -

£^AA> ^A~AAM~AJ-J 
AiU AJ*~J f AY+~* 

^ y ~ j Z £ y ~ ° ^ A " 
AAA ^~*y y~A J ^ - > ^~+^ J 

^LSO-**A^ s4~4*~**^ yf-<***^t * 

A A y y ^ L j n y - p ~ ^ _ ^ 

>A**A. A^AUL S^~ •**+**' yu**> '~t~A. 
" -t TA y^+~. -SU-A -A^S^*- -*•-•* 

^ l ^ A A j l AAAl **-» * } * 
'AZATlJr' OAUAJ- y** *y~* $+-

j ^ ' A A J A J A~~> *~^<y "~ 

S^~J~ -At 
y~ 4~y 

j jgLA*S -tAAATa-Va-Ct̂V-f 
z^A CA- AAyyJ <i*~-QAA,-
-V&y viaaaav. oM yZ A**A4 

Aj. jAAA~fW^. ^ ^ A U A ^ > U s »• a«a> 
JIUA * * ~ . 1-MM A%~, A^UA> S ~ ^ : £ " 

*^f &y* -£, U A**** -IAA> 

V f f f i ^ ^ ^ J U * ^ 

$ % ? fe^/^^V^^U * r J ? 

*A*,<**r^A<4 AlL*^i+-C^Ajlk 

ryyryiyy^A^yA 

;*<+ 
JIAA!* 

yi-c 

vAtta*, 

^(lAUA^iAf-tAtO 

s^yyjf7 

-Is To: Lieutenant Commander Harold 

Leventhal , Office of the Chief of Counsel 

Nuremberg W a r Crimes Trials 

Sent to a member of the American staff of the 

International Mili tary Tribunal ( IMT) that 

conducted the trials from November 20, 1945 

to October 1, 1946. 



9 . T h e E n d o f W a r E f f o r t 

A . V - M a i l S e r v i c e E n d i n g 

L a s t V - M a i l s 

p h i i i p p ^ » s l a n d s 

L a s t R o » 

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab. 

"This is the last Army V-Mail dispatched 

from San Francisco to Tacloban. rt 

From: 9th V-Mail Detachment A P O 72-SF 

San J o a q u i n , Leyte , Ph i l ipp ine Is lands 
S a n F r a n c i s c o 

Graphic details the air route for the V-Mail. 

Prlal Hx (.^.t. SŜSH - plsls .Isik a,r*«>. <m lbs s>s».l be.... .-e. Va*, pata-ra .ejatvas. 'a •*-. •**< r jrawWaar, Uie .,»s waits., start- Is*. « pcacil Wait. aLlaty V.., laaasl w.ltU. It •-* islt.bla. 
F.om 
(3r_/ / Myfst-y 

,,AV/ Kia--.- **^rV/« Of/ />'< ?i. 

Wot? No Censorship?" 

noted across censor box. 

ill dirre 

OlLirtAuiA. 

f > * * $ y ' A X r V - M A I L DETS. 

f 

v 

a f i j v 

A S T I R 0 1 
HATCHED TO u 5 

V - - l v l 7 \ 

From: A P O 500-SF October 15, 1945 
T a c l o b a n , Leyte , Ph i l ipp ine I s lands 

rosTtr. DJVISIOI _ 
KlBTlf AND fOLflOe STRUTS 

V-Mail had become such a foundational and 
iconic aspect of wartime that at its end the 
war artists joined for a final send off. 



9 . T h e E n d o f t h e W a r E f f o r t I n t e r n a l U s e i n C h i n a - K u n m i n g t o S h a n g h a i 

Left behind after the war this V-Mail was used as a letter sheet and processed in the Chinese mail system. 
Sent by Mr. L.L. Huang, owner to two stamp shops. This V-Mail sent to the China Stamp Co. at No. 318 
Chungcheng Road in Shanghai asking if stamp stocks are still available. Reduced letter form shows the V-
Mail form used in appropriate fashion. 

^ j 5 ' V ^ 

FROM: 

i k 

m m i z t i 4 8 t i 

A V I O N 
? ! ( * • + M A I U 

i f-y// 
f> 

t 
UA 

TO: 
I I $ 

= \ 

$ i $ A 

^ f i ] - # p f * %• *•« 
y XA 4 ^ 

\ = j 

y-. 

X 

n y f ' t %. ¥ ** f f 
' U >A y # 

h 

irvice provides a most rapid means of communication. If addressed to a 
ere photographing service is not available the original letter will be 
d by the most expeditious means. 

I N S T R U C T I O N S 
****v 

the other side within marginal lines. 
IA y v». W< ,4 -an 

* * t I * 

sir 1 •* 
y, 
-li­
ft 

y y 4 '* 

A. *» 4 '/) I 

i r* Q , ft 

spaces provided. Addresses of memb 
full name, complete military or na 
rial number, unit to which assigned 

care of the appropriate postmaster 

A >K : 
f 

| vt 

e the entire 

the name a 
le Armed 
ess, includ 
;hed and a 
*>priate fleet 

seal, and deposit in'any post office letter drop or street letter box. 

isures must not be placed in this envelope. 

til fetjfcrs may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces. 
-t se*n+ by others postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3c ordinary 
6c if domestic air mail service is desired when mailed in the U. S.) 

«£. £ /?, bH 

,i M. 

g 

fyis y B "> 
ty 

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMHETE AODIESS M TOFT V - M A I L 
HAVE VOU Fill ft, IN COMfLETE APOtMl AT TOr*? 

: "WP1 



9 . T h e E n d o f W a r E f f o r t 

B . V - M a i l A n n o u n c e T h e W a r ' s E n d 

V - M a i l s & T h e P r e s s 

Many newspaper and even magazines published reduced sized editions, termed "Servicemen Editions" in 
V-Mail format. These example for V-E Day and a Proclamation of Peace. 

Wr Is Just Holf Over' 
(IsUmvsi) 

N a z i s S u r r e n d e r 

U n c o n d i t i o n a l ! 

t o Al l i ed P o w 

French timt today- ,„,,„d 
zy-'""0-""^ avhtcB brous''' *-"* r, eajjit months •» (̂nsd lor GermsOT ' 



9 . T h e E n d o f W a r E f f o r t 

A . V - M a i l S e r v i c e E n d i n g 

L a s t V - M a i l s 

S a i p a n , 

M a r i a n a I s l a n d s 

From APO 244-SF Saipan 

" / wonder what will 

happen to all of us?... You 

can have the last two letters 

from this station." 4s 

', 
y 
y 
y 
y 
/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

Signal Corps Liaison Olflesr 
Ssl*-. APO. 9th and 7olso:i sts. 
3an aTrajiclseo, California 

PIOM 
11th y-!all Detachinant 
A10 "Unit, c/o rogtnr.Bter, 

Ban IPr-Atrtatiaeo. Qnltf. 

(CINSOa'S STAMP) • iwsTsucnoN NO. i 

The old-tinsrs ware then relieved ani retumea to their own 
unit in Oahu. The new men took over and a IAKATBT and r.uch :iore oon-
plete laboratory went into construction. This tire the station ves 
to be eonpletely equipped for both sending and recelvin™ operations, 
air-eondltioned dark-roona, larpe ohenieal n'Tl-rie faoilitiea, filr. 
and paper storage vaulta, adequate water eupily, and all the otter 
oomforte of a large photofcraphlo laboratorye In »ebruary 19a.5 the 
remainder of the 11th Detachn-mt arrived and shortly thereafter full-
acnle production went into effevta 

'one t>>it the above Beets with your approval and an aorry that 
it ran into two pages, row, hevarrer, you oan have two last letters 
fro?! thla station. 

I an vary sorry to ass the end of v-'ail tt-cauas I have been 
nssoolated with lt for nearly three years, but I sup one lt Is the 
best thing now that thsre Is llttls nore neod for Its spaoe-savl 
advanta<*ss, 

I v.ondsr what .ill happsn to all of us tow? j 

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab. 

"This is the last letter photographed in 

the San Francisco V-Mail laboratory." 

S a « F r a n c i s c o 

MM HH v a aaa) I... aes..-t t. a a le Hart la >.. aaaer >.i.. eatf ..w ..a.ra eeteVsai aa sa. ,,.,, 

& 
\f 

\--nai 1 nroc lab 
1AI b a t t e r y s t 
san f r a n c i ?c> 
o c t . 15. 1^/5 

T H r l r THE LArT LETTER PHOTOGRAPHED IN THE 
CAN FRANCISCO V-MAIL LASORATOIY 
^AAAA^C^AAL >7i-~~J*ytf - i ^ ^ ^ r ^ f ^ 

y < ^ y g ^ % c & j r & ~ ? & 
\ , ^ hy 'jAA^ A>i? / AU KM I^AA^ 

• / / PI ~ J ^ A l y ^ (X^ygL*-/-^ 

' • • ; y. JBc -iAr A AA*- ^ ^ Will' 

C%+~ iJAAAU _Q \ , TZ^^Z^U £~A^(^foA4Aj 

> A A y A & °jgy/y~ 

<&^z^^ n~y^r\ ^^^AxJL^CL/AJJLi^k^ t^^^j^^^^ 
rtiliu-^ i? ihi/a* Js 'v^^.av^r y __^a > ^ •*&?* SiA/<^ 

4a.«-a.a< .isntapi ~~- °<! - _ /,/&, r ^ _ ^ 
yli.lot A*1y*-S _^^LaS^-^lAaV^i»A_y 7^^AAA^iyliAi^ 

iat*-S-U r_..-aA<- ^ pOAaaAgAl 

V - M A L 

From: SF V-Mail Processing Lab. 

On a specially made vertical handstamp: 

The 174,806,973rd letter processed. aa •» 

file:///--nai


9 . T h e E n d o f W a r E f f o r t L a s t V - M a i l s 

A . V - M a i l S e r v i c e E n d i n g 

F r o m t h e B e g i n n i n g t o t h e E n d 
V-Mail had become such a foundational and iconic aspect of wart ime that at its end there was a specific 

beginning and ending pageantry to its use. 

T o P r e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t 

•sat- twa eeasitn Aia-asai si nasi aaxs .imaa a. ma mas, saaw., •aa tVAVasto ua ini-mrsA DAM sex os rates, wan PVASAY as • a. we 

a _ 

Ths Prssldsnt, 
Ths White Houss, 

Washington. 

SENOIKS NAM! 
UNDtS* Al 
A P 0 887 

—tmamjm vub 

Dear Ur. Frosldantt 
I an glad to hava thla ohanoa to a and you a 

maaaage by tha flrat V-Mall Sarvloa to tha Unltad Stataa 
fpom tha Brltiah Ialaa. It la a flna thing to lcnow 
that during tha trying daya of aaparatlon batwaan thoaa 
•arvlng thalr country abroad and thoaa working for 
victory at noma, thla Sarvloa will glwa anoouragamant 
and allay anxiety. It marka a thoughtful raoognitlon 
of family affaotlon and tha tlaa of friandahlp which ao 
atrongly unlta tha Aaarloan paopla. I know that all 
our aoldlara hara and thalr familial and frlanda at 
hom-A will hi trrataful for thla Sarvloa. 

With warwaat graatlnga and bait wiihaa, alwaye 
alnoaraly 

1 -rt— S». ^i—aU-^ 

V M A I I 

Authorized Reproduction 
First day V-Mail , June 4 , 1 9 4 2 . 

V-Mail Station #1 New Y o r k ^ 
Cancel on Final Day. 

r 
A 
/ 
/ 
7 
7 
7 
/ 
7 

7 
7 
7 
7 

>, 
', 
A 

\ 

7 

A 

"*g me trying daw nf 

h ^ , l h i s s : ^ c
8 A z r a o ' y a t 

" / / marks a thoughtful recognition 

of family affection and the ties of 

friendship which so strongly unite 

the American people." 

V — M A I L 

Micro -Filming Process 

Discontinued 


