America’s Victory Mail |
World War II V-Mail 1942-1945
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This is a military postal history How V-Mail Worked
exhubit of V-Mail. 1. Introduction & Forerunner Er 1Pl
; . 2. Starting V-Mail Fr1 P9
oMl usec_i mlcrophotogr aphy 3. Supporting the War Effort Fr2 P15
to reduce military letters to film. 4. V-Mail Processing Fr3 P9

Rolls of film were sent by air,

V-Mail Use A d the World
developed, printed, and ail Use Around the Wor

5. Wartime V-Mail Deli Fr4 P4
delivered worldwide. V-Mail worked as a morale & Rea iltri?s: of W: ine\/lf;lgl F; 5 P4
booster for the troops, and saved air cargo space. 7' V-Mail Use - Military Branches Fré6 Pl

8. Use of V-Mail Around the World Fré6 P7
It has been 70 years since WWII. Today’s simplified 9 Tlf: (\)Nar En?lls Fr8 P11
Email makes the complexity of providing those .
wartime V-Mail service something of great historic / ) )
significance. I :
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Scope: How V-Mail worked, and an in depth display A" we'w FIGHT /
of V-Mail delivered around the globe. \ ¢ ‘=

Format: Military locations and key text are bolded.
Quotes from V-Mail text highlighting wartime life and
perspective are angled in bolded italics. Page headings
and subheadings are colored.

RN DR ARARENN 0L R BIAR B I TER . L e ERiay ARV AR TUAS B TURN ALCREN 4 THE
CPALE FROHE UM TYRIWRITER DARE M6 (8 PR ARITE PLARL T WERT AMALL WRITING A NOT UNTABLE

e 4

N

THE HONCRABLE FPRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, SENDERS NAME

PRESIUENT, INITED STATES OF AMERICA, SENDEAS ADDHESS

Highlights & Rarity: : '
Significant items have indicators. Items of

rarity include a red underscore in their description.

CENSOAS STAMPE

Distributed
First V-Mail
s & 0 s Dear Mr. President;
v MAIL copy: t0 It ia moat fitting, upon the sdvent of the Y-Mail
Franklin D. servioe for the bemafit of American troops in this theatrs,
ROOSeVe]te that the firet messsge be semt to you to express the

appresiation of the troops for this new servics, as well
as to renew our pledge of service until victory is mchieved.

Wo other single fmotor ties in our soldiers with

Significant Event V-Mails:
Manhattan Project V-Mail Greeting

Mail from a Tuskeege Airman

Normandy Invasion Details

Nisei Soldier to Relocation Camp
Submarine V-Mail - USS Squalus
Merrill’s Marauders in Burma

Combat troops on: Iwo Jima and Okinawa
A V-Mail from Refueling Post in Russia

‘the people at homs so muoh as prompt and adequate meil
ssrvice. The advent of this servies is & dlstinet

eontribution towards vietery.

Sincarsly .
-E. » -
Baj ral, U.5. Army,

[, Comsanding.
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Selection Criteria: This exhibit uses select V-Mails that emphasize the far reaching aspects of the war, and the
complexity of V-Mail processing. The exhibit is formed from collections of George Cosentini, E.H. Keeton and more.
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1. V-Mail Forerunner Airgraph Introduction
British Microfilmed Mail ‘

More than a year earlier than V-Mail, British Airgraph service began in April, 1941. Service terminated on
July 31, 1945, before the discontinuance of V-Mail. By service end well over 350 million Airgraphs were sent.

Forerunner: Airgraph used same Kodak system, starting before V-Mail

Early Airgraph from Cyprus July, 1941.
Sent uncensored.
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