ARTISTS’ DRAWINGS, ESSAYS AND PROOFS OF THE 1948 DO’AR IVRI
ISSUE OF ISRAEL

This exhibit traces the DEVELOPMENT of the designs for Israel’s first postage stamps. When
these stamps were designed, the name of the new country and its currency had not yet been
decided. Three artists were asked to submit designs but only the identity of two have been
determined. In late 1947, OTTO WALLISH submitted designs showing symbols of the Jewish
settlement of Palestine and inscribed in Hebrew YEHUDA. These designs were not accepted,
and, in late March, April 1948, he submitted a series showing ancient Jewish coins from the time
of Macabee Revolution (167-160 BC ). From the 15 mil value, a silver shekel, showing a ritual
cup (later incorporated in the 20 mil definitive stamp) a block of four was made in black, then
blue and red.

Next, the coin designs of the Yehuda Essays were redrawn with the inscription changed to
ERETZ ISRAEL in Hebrew and Arabic and the figure 15 changed to 5. The SHAMIR
BROTHERS also submitted four designs; one represented a large photoessay; a second
previously unknown stamp size photoessay with symbols of agriculture, industry and production,
and also two menorah designs, one of which has not been illustrated until exhibited by this
collector. WALLISH’S coin design was accepted and was produced in four types and seven
colors. In addition, they exist imperf, perf 10.8, and pinperf.

On May 2, 1948, the designs of seven stamps, 3 mil- 250 mil, all using different coin designs
were selected. The stamps were simply inscribed DO’AR IVRI in Hebrew at the top, meaning
Hebrew Post, and the same, in Arabic, at the bottom. The value is expressed in numerals only.
Descriptive tabs were attached to the stamps at the bottom row of the printing plate in order to
render the ancient coin description in modern Hebrew. The designs for the 500 and 1000 mil
were chosen several days later. Printing began May 4, 1948; the first issue went on sale on May
16, 1948 as Independence, declared May 15 was a Saturday.

Frame 1: Yehuda and Eretz Israel essays

Frame 2: Eretz Israel essays continued; Do’ar Ivri triangular drawing and work sheet

Frame 3: Black photoessays proofs, including First Printing; 500 mil drawing and proof
Frame 4: High value black proofs; Broadway color proofs; low value proofs

Frame 5: Low and high value proofs; experimental rouletted, FD cachet and cover designs
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